U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


September 29, 2014 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 



FOIPA Request No.: 1255234-000 
Subject: BUSH, VANNEVAR 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from 
disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page 
information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to 
withhold information are marked below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions: 

Section 552 Section 552a 


r (b)(i) 

r (b)(7)(A) 

r (d)(5) 

r (b)(2) 

r (b)(7)(B) 

r o)(2) 

F (b)(3) 

F (b)(7)(C) 

r (k)(i) 

26 USC 6103 

T (b)(7)(D) 

r (k)(2) 


F (b)(7)(E) 

r (k)(3) 


T (b)(7)(F) 

r (k)(4) 

r (b)(4) 

r (b)(8) 

r (k)(5) 

r (b)(5) 

r (b)(9) 

r (k)(6) 

F (b)(6) 


r (k)(7) 


256 pages were reviewed and 237 pages are being released. 

Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other Government 
agency(ies) [OGA]. 

This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you. 

We are consulting with OGA(s). The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information when the 
consultation is finished. 

In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and Privacy Act 
exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a (b)(7)(E)/(j)(2)], this response neither confirms nor denies the existence 
of your subject's name on any watch lists. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security 
records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This response is limited 




to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our 
requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. Enclosed for your 
information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. 


You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in writing to the Director, Office 
of Information Policy (01 P), U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 
20530-0001 , or you may submit an appeal through OIP’s eFOIA portal at http://www.iustice.gov/oip/efoia-portal.html . 
Your appeal must be received by OIP within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. 
The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA 
Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 


The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was the focus of 
the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other individuals, or matters, which may 
or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown when ident, references usually contain information 
similar to the information processed in the main file(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to 
processing only the main investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them 
in writing, and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 


F 


See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 

In response to your Freedom of Information (FOIA) request submitted to the Records Management Division at 
Winchester, Virginia, enclosed are processed copies of the following files: 9-20437; 94-41907; and 161-4165. This 
material is being released to you upon CD at no charge. 

One record (161-BS-1452) which may be responsive to your FOIA request was destroyed in April of 1998. 
Since this material could not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. The retention and 
disposal of records are governed by statute and regulation under the supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA), Title 44, United States Code Section 3301 and Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 
12, Sub-chapter B, Part 1228. The FBI Records Retention Plan and Disposition Schedules have been approved by 
the United States District Court for the District of Columbia and are monitored by NARA. 

A search of the FBI Headquarters electronic surveillance indices has been conducted, and no responsive 
record which indicates that Vannevar Bush has ever been the target of electronic surveillance was located. 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)( 1 ) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign policy 

and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 

be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to 
particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial infonnation obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 
agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 

infonnation ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial 
or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished infonnation on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, infonnation furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for the 
regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical infonnation and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) infonnation compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime or 

apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l ) infonnation which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 

for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished infonnation pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held 
in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of detennining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identify of the person who furnished infonnation pursuant to a 
promise that his/her identify would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to detennine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service he 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to detennine potential for promotion in the anned services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identify would be held in confidence. 
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To: SACs, Washington Field 

Boston 
St, Louis 
Albany 
NewYtjrk 

From : Dirpdt<^v FBI 

VANNEVAfTBUSH 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 
BUDED: 11/9/65 


- Enc . (4) 


2 - f 

£>/ r ] 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

De Loach _ 

Casper 

CaJlahan _ 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy - 


White House has requested Investigation of Dr, Bush, 
who is being considered for White House staff position on 
"White House panel in connection with Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board." Born 3/11/1890, Everett, Massachusetts, and 
resides Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he is honorary Chairman 
of Corporation, MIT. See Who's Who for further background data. 

Boston and WFO see urfiles which indicate preliminary 
inquiry conducted re Bush in June, 1948, under LGE program, at 
which time he was Chairman, Research and Development Board, 
Department of the Army. 

Assign case to experienced Agents and conduct no 
neighborhood Investigation unless some reason for doing so 
arises, at which time Bureau approval should be secured. 

SPIN. 

IBS ) \ 

NOTE: Request received today/jb/ letter dated 10/21/65 from 

White House. Separate memo 1 sent through re request. 
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'OM UL-I TELETYPE UNIT 


Return to Eoom 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
i.-. Washington 


MEMORANDUM 


Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach, FBI 


FROM : Mildred Stegall. 
SUBJECT FBI Investigation 


-DATEdO/21/65 


Subject's Name DR. VANNE VAR BUSH ; 


Date of Birth March 11, 18 90- 


Place of Birth Everett, Massachusetts 


Present Address Massachusetts Institute of Technolo 


mbridge 


has requested: 


□ Copy of Previous Report 

□ Name Check 

El Full Field Investigation 


The person named above is being considered for: 

a. g-j p{ ouse staff position (White House panel in connection 

L jQ^° with Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board) 

x CD Presidential Appointment 

Q Position with another Agency 

ATTACHMENTS: ; 

□ SF 86 (in duplicate) 

_ i ./ 

f I SF 87, Fingerprint Card /jj 

□ Biography {A ' 


REMARKS: 




REPORT SHOULD BE DELIVERED BY FBI TO: MILDRED STEGALL 


ENCLOSURE 




T y pe of Referenda 

1 i Reguigr Request (Analytical Search) 

^^3AitrR"e{erences (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
i" . . 1 Subversive References Only 
dU Nonsubversive References Only 
I^HiMain References Only 


Ty pe of Search Requested: 

[" 1 Restricted to Locality of 

I I Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

CD Buildup Qet V g'S''l§'S5 
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NUMEROUS*REFE|ENCE 


9 -SEARCH SLIP 
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.Date — 


_R oorri — 
Searcher 

^Initial _ 


Prod. 


FILE 'NUMBER (y 
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FROM 


OPTIONAL FORM no. 10 5010-106 

\ . - MAY 1662 (OIT)ON' 

CSA GEN. RFC. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES G™ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Gale 

W. V. Cleveland Ml 
VANNEVAR^USH 


UNITED STATES GPrERNMENT 


Mr. Gale 



DATE: 10/25/65 


W. V. Cleveland 


Tolson . 

Belmont . 

* yA 

D^ficb -f- 
Casper — — — 

Callahan 

Conrad 

Sullivan 

Tavel — —=^ 
Trotter — 
Tele. Boom . 

Holmes — 

Gandy ! — 


SUBJECT: VANNEVAR BUSH 

SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 





The White House' has today, requested investigationVcf 
Dr. Bush, who is being considered for a staff position at the 
White House involving a White House panel in connection with the 
Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board. Dr. Bush is the prominent 
atomic scientist who has been associated with the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology for many years. ■ . • 7 

• ' A* V;-! 

- : A quick check of main files only indicates. ’that .Dr. Bush 

has been on the list of persons not to be contacted without prior 
Bureau approval since June, 1954. The reason for that action was 
due to Dr. Bush’s attitude when interviewed in an applicant case in 

• 1954. He asked the investigating Agent .if the Agent knew, all about 

him (Bush) and told the Agent he should know all about him_ before 
interviewing. him and he did not have .time to answer the questions. 
Bureau files indicated that Dr. Bush had previously been cooperative 
with the Bureau going back to 1936* / ; *• 

The files also indicate we conducted limited preliminary 
inquiry under the Loyalty of Government Employees program of v 
Dr. Bush in 1948, . as information in Bureau files indicated #he 
possibly associated with individuals sympathetic to the Soviet Union. 
The inquiry revealed no derogatory information concerning' Dr. Bush. 

• action : ;/ * : r ‘ ; y . _ ; v g 

7 The case has been ordered separately to the field and the 
field has been instructed to assign case to experienced Agents and 
to conduct ,no neighborhood investigations without prior Bureau 
approval. Bureau, files are being completely checked and you will be 
advised of any unusual developments, /j./ ' 


1 Mr. Belmont 
1. - Mr. DeLoach 
n 1 - Mr. Gale 
V * a - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - 'Mr. Young 
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FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (lSl-1923) (P) , 

O 

SUBJECT: VANNEVAR BUSH 

SPI 

BUDED: 11/9/65 

Re Bureau alrtel 10/25/65. 

White House has requested investigation of 
Dr. BUSH, who is being considered for White House 
Staff position on "White House panel in connection 
with Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, corn 3/11/9°* 
Everett, Mass.* and resides Cambridge, Mass., where 
he is honorary Chairman of Corporation, MIT. See 
Who’s Who for further background data. 

Assign case to experienced agents and 
conduct no neighborhood investigation unless some 
reason for doing so arises, at which time Bureau 
approval should be secured. 

Who reveals position as chairman, 

Merck and^Co./'Ih o'. . NK handle. 

^ r- '■ 

.v 

<*/< > 


* : o w • 




O ; 
j 






2»Newark 
/^■Bureau 
1-New York 

JAT: tba 

SSQfcNe 1986 

— / Til 


NOT RECORDED 
s OCT 28 1965 






AIUTEIj 


uyi/Qs 


TO* SAC, ST. LOUIS 

F30M: SAC, WFO <161-335*) 

VANNEVAR BUSH 

sz~ 


for BUSH. 


Re Buairtel dated 10/* 5/6 3. 

White Bouse records indicated following appointments 

6/28/41 - Appointed fcy President as Director, Office 
of Scientific Research and Devel^ent, 

Office of Emergency isanageeteat, Executive 
Office ef the President. 

Ko date recorded - Appointed Chairman, 

and Development Board (Established 
by Secretaries of War and Wavy under , 
charter 7/11/46) // 

11/29/46 - Appointed aeeher, national Advisory 

Committee fer Aeronautics (Term 5 years from 
12/1/46) 


2 - St. Louis^tAH) 
f 3p- Bureau 
- WTO 

ELSlbsd 

<4) 

AtRTBL 

53 JAN 6 J966 

-7 -7- 7 




NOT RECORDER 

v 16 JAN 3 1966 



WO 161-3359 


9/25/47 - Chairman, Research and Development 

Board. 

6/25/43 - Commissioned an Chairman, Research and Development' 
Board and Member, national Advisory Committee 
lor Aeronautics. 

St. Louis check records st Federal Records Center. 

SPIN. 



fe « 




11/2/65 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


TO: SAG, WASHINGTON FIELD 

PROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS ( 161-2061) -P- 

O 

SUBJECT: VANNEVAR BUSH 

SPI 

Budedt 11/9/65 

Re Bureau airtel* IO/25/65. 


St, Louis, at Federal Records Center (FKC) verifying 
employments: 6/15/15 - 9/15/15, Navy Dept., New York, N.Y.j 

4/28/52 - 1/19/53, Dept, of State, Washington, D.C.j 11/19/53 - 
II/I9/55 & 7/1/62 - 6/30/63, National Science Foundation (NSF) , 
Washington, D.C. 


FRC records disclosed appointee refused to execute 
"Declaration of Appointee 11 section of an SF-61 (Appointment 
Affidavits) dated 11/20/53, stating as follows: ....I have 

no objection to taking an oath, since I have taken oaths of 
allegiance many times. I do object to the other statements 
on the oath, but this Is not the time to go into the basis for 
my objection." No additional details concerning appointee *s 
reason for this refusal were noted in the records at FRC. 

A review of the Civil Service Commission (CSC) - 
Service Record Division locator files at FRC Indicated the 
following additional prior Federal appointments for appointee: 

Appointed 8/23/38, as Member, National Advisory 
Committee for Aeroma&tics (NACA), Washington, D.C., 
termination not shown. 


2 - Washington Field 
(X> Bureau . 

1 - St. Lbuia' * “ ‘ 
JOE:er 
(*) 


/<£>/% 5 


NOT RECORDED 

18 NOV 3 1965 


•V i 7 




SL 161-2031 


Appointed ("Re-appointed") 11/19 /4l, as Member, 

NACA, Washington, D.C*, termination not shown. 

Appointed 7/1/42, as Member of Visiting Committee, 
Dept, of Commerce, National Bureau of Standards, 
Washington# D.C., termination not shown. 

Appointed (date not shown) as Director, Office of 
Scientific Research and Development, Washington, 
D.C., termination not shown. 

Appointed 8/6/46, as Consultant to the Secretary 
of war. War Dept., Joint Research and Development 
Board, Washington, D.C., terminated 9/29/47, reason 
not shown. 

Appointed 9/30/47, as Chairman, Research & 
Development Board, National Military Establishment 
(fore-runner of De*t. of Defense), Washington, D.C., 
terminated on 10/14/48, by resignation, "To 
return to private industry." 

Appointed 5/26/48, as Collaborator, Dept, of 
Interior, National Park service, Washington, D.C., 
terminated 6/ 30/62, by Reparation "due to inactivity 
of this appointment for many years." 

FRC personnel advised that Official Personnel 
Folder(s) (QPF) for the referenced prior employments as 
indicated in the CSC locator files could not be located at 
this center and further advised that the OPF(s) (separate 
or consolidated) would possibly be located at the indicated 
agencies or at the National Archives, Washington, D.C. 

Washington Field handle. 


\ 


- 2 - 
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Date: 11/2/65 

Transmit the following in 

Via AIRTEL 


TO: SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 

SAC, NEW YORK (161-1923) 

a 

SUBJECT: VANN E VAR BUSH 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 
3UDED : 11/9/65 

oTiita House has requested investigation of Dr. BUSH, 
who is being considered for White House staff position on 
"White House panel in connection with Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board." Born 3/11/1890, Everett, Massachusetts, and 
resides Cambridge, Massachusetts , where he is honorary Chairman 
of Corporation, HIT. See Who’s /ho for further background data. 

Assign case to experienced Agents and conduct no 
neighborhood investigation unless some reason for doing so 
arises, at which time Bureau approval should be secured. 

Enclosed herewith for each office is one copy of a 
biographical sketch prepared in December, 1959. 

All offices verify degrees received by apoointee, 

UACB.. 

SPIN. 


59 


Washington Field (Enel. 
Bureau (Enel. 1) 

Albany (Enel. 7 

Baltimore (Enel . ‘ 

Boston (Enel. 1) SO >. 
Buffalo (Enel. 1 
Newark (Enel. 1) 

New Haven (Enel, 
Philadelphia (Enel. 1)*== 
Pittsburgh (Enel. 1)*=^*=®" 
St. Louis (Enel. 1) (AM) 
New York 


J AT : man 
(14) 




NOT RECORDED 

1 NOV 3 1955 


ssn: 





Sent 

>eciai Agent xn Charge 


M Per 


(Dr. Vannovar Bush ^onor ary chairman of , the Corporation of- , ^ 

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, has been one o- th ^ 
nation's leaders in the "rapid • development of science and engineering..- 
during the last forty years. ' ao' 'is . host known as a pioneer in • 
computer technology and : for his services in mobilizing science > . . / 
during World War II. \He is. formier' ;doan of the School of Engineering 
at M.I.T. and' former president , offthe Carnegie Institution. ...He -■/-•j. ~ 

was one of the founders of. Raytheon Manufacturing Company and has- 3 y 
contributed to other industrial developments. He is chairman of . 

the board of Merck and Company*]. . 

The son of the Rev. Richard Perry Bush,' a TJniversalist clergy- 


■:',v r. , 


. - './i 

' /r j 


- man. Dr. Bush was born March 11,' 1890 in Everett, Mass., near ' . 

Boston. As a boy he lived in Chelsea, Mass., and was graduated 
from Bellingham Higi' School . there;. 1 .- ; Although he has spent most y-y 
of his life in the Boston area, his, friends think of him- «wr * “Cape yyy 
• cod Yankee, for his forebears were, from Cape Cod and he has a ; '• ; j- 

summer home at Dennis on the Cape and spends as much time there ; ^ . ... r. 

as possible. . s ;•>.«<. ' ; ; ' y y -y ~ vy • ' ' . ■ . . 

He received . his B.S. and M.S.i degrees from Tufts College in • 

1913 and a D.Eng, degree in l?lc from Harvard University and M.I.T. yv(/ ; 
under a joint arrangement between .the . two institutions which then .... • . 

. •: existed. - .He worked in the test department of the General Electric (y : ' 

Company in 1913 and in the .inspection department of the U.S.Navy in r 
I 9 II 4 .' He was an instructor in mathematics at Tufts in 1914”^ • • : . ... 

and assistant professor in electrical engineering in 1916-:..;/- •• ..y 



17. During World War I he did Toward In submarine y; 

for the Navy. . 

’ In 1919 Dr. Bush returned to M.I..T . as asaoolato professor '. 

of electric power transmission. He became professor In 1923 & ;/;/ 

1932 was named dean of engineering and vice preslden : .., 

Institute. ■ 

, Dr. Bush waa a key figure In the modem development of ' ^ 

computers. Early work had been dene by Charles Babbage and 

■ Kelvin during the Nineteenth Century on construction of machines .|., 

■ capable of solving complex mathematical problems. By the 1920a 
great advances had been made in calculating and accounting machines, 

but there had been no progress toward machine analysis. 

in his work on the stability of electrlo power transmission , , 

systems*. Dr. Bush acutely fait the need for a machine which could - 

perform analytical .tasks tob'formldabla for mathematicians - r '■> ./ 
to undertake. Applying mathenatical: theories of M.I.T.'s . 

Prof. Herbert Wiener, he constructed two such machinea during the y - 
during the 1920s. The first was > " bread-board'-model and the 
second was an electrical network 'on which one could simulate, the . ^ 

performance of power systems : under stress, ■ .. . ; . . ■ /.' V . < 

• In 1930, he developed/ ivdth other members of the Department /. J 

■ of Electrical Engineering, a differential analyzer, and 11.1935,' ' . ' j 
construction was started ' on run advanced model, which weighed 100 
tone and used 2^000 electronic tubes, ISO motors, 'several thousand ... 
relays and nearly 200 miles of wire. ' This machine was capable 
. of solving differential equations involving as many as 18 variables,., 
in such areas as atomic physics/ acoustics, . ballistics, structures 


Hxero I 


■ i;? . • . 


: - ' ' XERO 

1 . rn 




and electrical machi(^ transients. ^ 

Prof. Douglas Hartree of Cambridge University came to M.I.T, 
to confer regarding the new kind of machine and Dr. Bush then went 
to Cambridge to work with him on the plans for the first differen- 
tial analyzer machine in England. 

Modern analogue computers are the direct descendants of the 
Bush machines. He did not personally work on the development of 
digital computers, which M.I.T, has had an Important role in. 
developing, but they, too, are based in part on his research. 

Dr. Bush also contributed early concepts- regarding the U3e of 
the computers in controlling gunfire, V/hile on a cruise on the U. 
S.S. Texas in 1925, as a lieutenant • commander in the Naval Reserve, 

he began to speculate on whether naval guns could be made effective 
•> , 
against fast-flying airplanes by the' use of computers. Ideas for 

.J ;. ' - • 

such anti-aircraft weapons were developed in collaboration with 
Hannibal Ford of the Ford InstrVimnnt Company, which later was 
absorbed by Sperry Gyroscope Company, a leading manuf acturer of 
computer-controls, for guns. - 

In 1922, Dr. Bush and two associates organized the American 
Appliance Company for the manufacture of thermostats. The name ' 
was changed to Raytheon Manufacturing Company in 1922* and the 
company became one of the most important in the~fTeT3 of electronics. 

. . , - • ' • t * « 

He also was one 'of the founders of Spencer Thermostat Company of . 

Attleboro, Mass., Which later became Metals ; and Controls Corporation, 

* • _ : * * • « * , " , *• 

a leading manufacturer of nuclear fuels.' 1 • ; r f • - • ' Y'~ v 

y. 

In 1938 Dr. Bush left M.I.T. to become president of the 

Carnegie Institution in Washington, D.C., one of the outstanding 

American scientific research organizations. His administration' : , 

was marked by increasing effectiveness in research through co- 
ordination with other institutions. ‘ i;! i 1 '.'••• .1 •. 

• .. , (i'ora).-::; ; ‘ ' . J 


Meanwhile, Dl^IJush made early contributiq|^ to the scientific 
, * ' • 
planning which became crucial with the approach of World War II, 

■ , i t ■ 

In 1940 President Roosevelt, appointed him chairman of the National 
Defense Research Committee, established to supplement . Army and Navy 
research. In 1941 he became director of the Office of Scientific 
Research and Development, formed >;o assume enormous responsibilities , 
in mobilizing scientific efforts and. to' conduct military research.' 

The National Advisory Ccq rittoo for Aeronautics, of which 

. t 

Dr. Bush was chairman in 1939-41, • the National Academy of Sciences, 
the National Research Council and various other groups worked closely ' 
with the OSRD in what was probably . the largest research program that 
had ever been undertaken. Dr. Bush served as - chairman in this great ' 1 
effort until the end of 1947 . • ' 

Dr. Bush was a central figure in the development of nuclear 
fission, culminating in the utilization of atomic bombs to bring the 
war to an end. His official connection with the project began in 
June, 1940 , when the Uranium Committee became a subcommittee of the 
NDRC. The JTDRC, with Dr. James B. Conant of Harvard University 
succeeding Dr, Bush as chairman, became a major division of OSRD 


. f 


and had general supervision of. the nuclear program until its admini- • 

(it • * . 

. stration was taken over by the Army in 1943*>. Dr, Bush, as a member ' b' 
of the Top Policy Group, headed by President RooseVelt, and as 
chairman of the Military Policy Committee,. 'shared responsibility . 
for determination of policy throned out the program* ' /• ‘k 

President Roosevelt in fc’iw fall., of 1944 called on Dr.- Bush '. ; : - 
for re commend at ions on ways whereby ;the ; lessons learned through 
■the OSRD in time of. war might be applied in time of peace "for the 
improvement of the national health, the creation of new enterprises . .. 
bringing new jobs, and the betterment of ; the national standard of 
living," . In response to this request. Dr.’ Bush prepared a report, . 

rr — .... • ■■ — !. — . r. — — CMOTG.) ' • iTeroI ’ ■ 

nTOP- _ 


V c 


Issued in ^ July^~ under the title Science , t^^ Endless Frontier, 
which drew’ on studies by four committees of eminent scientists,, 
engineers, and educators, and made specific proposals for the ^ 
consolidation and utilization of the. scientific skill of the nation- .. 
£ op the ganepal geed, whieh war© refleetsd in lagialatien gonsidered _ 

by the Congress* ‘He served as a member of the Presidents ^ 
Research Board as well, ' • .;<• ‘ • n. 

In July, 1946, Dr, Bush was appointed Chairman of the Joint 
Research and Development Board of the War and Navy Departments .to 
carry out " a strong, unified, integrated, and complete research and 
development program in the field of national defense. Passage of /•., 
the National Security ‘-Act of 1947 replaced the JRDB with the Research 
and Development Board; of the National Military Establishment; Dr. 

Bush served from September, 1947* to October 15, 1948* as the first 
chairman of this organization,. From November 19, 1953, to November 
13, 1955, he was a member of the National Science Foundation Advis- ^ 
ory Committee on Government-University Relationships. 

> Dr. Bush retired as president of the Carnegie Institution 
at the end of 1955 and returned to M.I.T, as chairman of the _ 

Corporation in March 1957. He remained active in that position-.. - 
until he became honorary chairman on January l._1958, being sue--/ : 

ceeded as chairman by Dr, James R, Killian, Jr,, the former 

' , , ' • . ' ! '-' v [ 
president,. • . ' l - ■ •;./. •' ’ r . . 

. since 1956 Dr, Bush has been chairman of the' executive 
committee of .the Graphic Arts Research Foundation, of which he is yp 
a life member and director. This Foundation has supported ■ jj • 

development of Photon, a photographic type-composing machine which 
makes it possible to dispense with movable type in printing. He 4 

had done early independent research .in this field, developing a 

. . (More); i ./fj/ . J . S' ■ . 
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ar 6-Sr. Vannevar Bush-M.I.T*- :* ■ . V ; •*'. 

device to scan and fleet items from microfilm an0 self-justify n S .A 
• typewriter. * He holds a number of patents. In recent years h 
done research in the development of devices for use in bi 1 gy 

• ■ • v.« . . , 

' . , ‘ * , . - . ! ! . • . . • 

medicine. . ; ' . ~ 

Since his early days, Dr. Bush has boon interested in the , 

operation of the Patent Office and he »e chalnnan of the Advisory 

Committee on the Application of Machines, to Patent Office Operations. .. 

The New Jersey Patent Law Association awarded him the 1957 Jefferson - 

Medal. ' * • - ■ . 

Dr. Bush la the author of Operational OJ^cuit Analysis (19 9- _ _ . 

end many technical articles/ and coauthor, with William Henry , 

Timbie, of Principles of Elc^;ii: nW 10 

edition. A collection of his papers and addresses was issued in 1 4 , . . 

under- the title Endless. Hcritcryu * f ° M » OTd b N laM 

’ Prank B. Jewett. Or. Bush's most widely known publication is •' .a-V’ 

Modern Arms and Free tfen* * diacussion of the role of Science in ^ ' V 
preserving democratic institutions; it was the Book-of-the-Month 
- Club selection for December, 1949. and has -been translated into 

French, Spanish, Swedish, -and. Japanese. 

Dr. Bush was awarded the Louis Edward Levy Medal by the ; ! 

Franklin Institute in 1=23 for his work cn analysing devices ^ ; 
the Lamme Medal in 1935, by the American Institute of Electrical; ----.y 
Engineers f or » his development of Wthods and devices for plication , 

of mathematical analysis to problems of electrical engineering." ; , j • 

• He was granted the Reaearch Corporation-. ward by Columbia University 
in 1939, and the Ballou Medal by Tufts. College IB 1941. » Be 

received the Edison Medal. of. the '.wurlean Institute of Electrical ; ,. 

Engineers, the Holley Medal of -the! American Society of *e chemical . ... ; 

Engineers j and the John Scott award , of the Philadelphia City Trust; -, 
tn 1945 he was awarde^he Odd, Medal of the Mggl Institute - , . 

'{in r fzrr- 7-y - v -'- * " . ^ ^7 ^ copy - ropy T y - * " -’-—- t . * 



of Social Sciences for distinguished service to humanity, the 
Roosevelt Memorial Association’s Distinguished Service Medal, and 
the Marcellua Hartley Public Welfare Medal of the National Academy 
of Sciences* The Washington Award was presented to him in 194& 
by the Western Society of Engineers, In January, 1947# tl10 Hoover 
Medal for 1946 was awarded by the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, the American Society of Civil Engineers, the American 
Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers , and the American 

Society of Mechanical Engineers to him as an " engineer, educator, 

. ■ •/ 

and administrator, vho, in . critical time of need, was in a most 

special sense an organizer, guiding spirit and driving force of 

. / ‘ 
the nation's achievements in physical and medical science." The * , 

same four Founder Societies bestowed the 1951 John Fritz Medal. 

unon him. for " outstanding contributions to his country and to his 

fellow men." The Tufts Alumni Council Hist irigui shed Service •' 

Award of Tufts College came to him in. June, 1947. On May 27, 1948#- 
he received the Medal for Merit with Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster from 
President Truman in ceremonies at, the White House. The medal of the 

* j 

Industrial Research Institute, Inc., was pre sented- to him in 

* * 

February, 1949. On October 19, 1953# he received the 1953 A.ward 

of Merit of the American Institute of Consulting Engineers. The 

John J. Carty Medal and Award for the Advancement of Science was 

presented to him at the meeting of the National Academy of Sciences 
A » • 

* * 

on April. 26, 1954; and °n December 30, 1954, he received the William. 
Proctor Prize from the Scientific Research Society of America. 

On November 12, 1957, the Engineering Societies of New England 
presented him with' the New England Award, , given . annually to a New / 

England engineer who " merits recognition of his accomplished 

i ■ .. . ■■ ■:.■ ' ■ ■ ■ 1 . 

■' t; 

work as well as his character. ■ • : ; ^ ■ • m 

. ■ ;«ggj .^.XMo nel J^on?‘ : — — 


4 -A— ““ n® Tufts Colte ge, 

. ■ an honorary Sc.D# 

In 1932 Dr. Bush waived ^ Br0Wl 

- „ received honorary degrees it 

ana since then he has also r . . ‘ Utkins' . . .. 

, v „ „ Middlebury College, Johns HopKins ... ... 

University, Colhy College# 

• Pennsylvania, Yale University, . 

•University, the Unlversl y t of .Technology, .-•<,■ 

polytechnic Institute of * *• « y> Harvard • r 

„ . v . 0 college. Washington University » ........ 

.Williams College, Rutgers . 'Buffalo, West Virginia - 

University, Trinity College, the '< *«£' ■ ^ 

University, Celtic University, Princeton ^ 

a „* nn University and Cambridge univo •> . - 

Institute of Technology, o ^ ^ commander of the j; /. 

on Februasy 11, »U8, *. "•* **** Brltlah * , ^ 

; th _ H03t Excellent order of the British 

civilian division of the ^ ^ France> he bacEB9 - ' . 

Empire; in 1955, by decree high esteem - , - 

an officer in the Legion of Honor, in the field 

In which Prance holds his out^--... 

of scientific research,'. ' 

Honorary membership in ; the Franhlin Institute wa : 

.( WU7 - Long a fellow of the American Institu 
m0 n him Uanuasy IS, 1947^ ^ M Honor ary Member ; 

of Electrical Sneers, Br Bu . Worship - 

v m 1990. on "which nay ne ^ . 

on January 3.0, «>u, n Nu> In , . • 

ATan+rical engineering society 

in tho honor,ar7 • . , Society of Naval Architects 

. wSx he was made an Honorary Member of the Socie^ . . . '■ 

1951 he ■ , 19 ^ an Honorary Member of ... 

and Marine Engineers and on February 16, . , 

the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. In October, 
one c Surgeons. 

„ « a n nu n f the American ooiie g« u 

• became an Honorary Fellow of . . . „ of thB ----- 

pv.-A-ioal' Society, and a member of 
„ Fellow of the American Fhj-^ . 

■ M al Society, the American Academy of Arts.and^_ , 
j. American Philosophical 800 ,. 7> . ^ ^^an Society T, 

silences the National Academy of Scien 3,, - 

. ' "xu'ia a Trustee of Tufts College. He is . 

for Engineering Bduca ; ^ ^ of Techno i 0 gy Corporaticn 

a Life Member of the Massachusc^lns^ ; . ... - ., 
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9-Dr. Vannevar Bush. - M.I.T. •';|!.jj~ ■: ,. ; . _ > 

, ',;■ !'..•■■ ':.. ./•••'. jii v /'■; ' 

and also a Life Member and Director of The Graphic Arts Research . • v 

.. Foundation, Inc, (Chairman of Executive Committee since 1956). . ■ ' .yjv, 

In January, 1947^ he became «: Director. of the American Telephone .an ^ 

Telegraph Company and in November, 1949, of Merck and Company • \ 

(elected Chairman on December 17, 1957). He has been a trustee /. 

of the George Putnam Fund of Boston since 1956. 

Dr. Bush is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Tau Beta Pi, Alpha . 

. Tau Omega, and Sigma Xi, and of the Sti Botolph Club In Boston ; , 

' and the Century Club in New York, ! ; He ! was married at Chelsea, Mass., ,. 

September 1916 ) (to Phoebe .ngl*, daug^erof W1Ulam **“""*: _ ? 

’ _ . _ Richard Davis . Db 

,D&vis, a merchant of Chelse^ — — — I ' ,;/b7C 

He and -Mrs; Bush live in Belmont, 


Bushj^ 
Mass* . ' 
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TO SACS WASH I N G T ON FI ELD 
BOSTON 
ST. LOUIS 
ALBANY 
NEW YORK 
NEWARK 

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI 

o 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

BUDED THIS CASE BEING CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER 
EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE IIET WITHOUT FAIL. 
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Tolson 

Belmont _ 

Mohr 

DeLoach . 

Casper 

Callahan - 
Conrad — 

Felt 

Gale 


Rosen 
Sulliva 
Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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fEDERAL 

COMMUNICATIONS SECllOt^JoT ^EcoRrSgg" 
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TELETYPE UNIT 




Return to YQ m Boom 1258 



• • 


NY 5-~ 1105 AM LRA 

URGENT 11-3-65 RPP 

TO WASHINGTON FIELD, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, ALBANY, NEW YORK AND NEWARK 
FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

BUDED THIS CASE BEING CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER 
EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

END 

*■ 

ACK FOR THREE PLS 
NY... THREE JAM 
FBI NEW YORK 





d ^ % 




FBI NEWARK 
FBI WASH DC 

1058AM URGENT 11-3-65 RPP 

TO WASHINGTON FIELD, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, ALBANY, NEW YORK AND NEWARK 
FROM DIRECTOR IP 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

BUDED THIS CASE BEING CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER 
EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

END 

PLS HOD HOLD FOR 1 MORE 
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TtMK 

communions section 


FBI ALBANY 


FBI WASH DC 


1040AM URGENT 11-3-65 RPP 

TO WASHINGTON FIELD, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, ALBANY, NEW YORK AND NEWARK 
FROM DIRECTOR IP 


VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 


BUDED THIS CASE BEING CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER 
EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 


AK KMP 


FBI ALBANY 


[ ALB 


TU CL 




FBI ST LOUIS 

FBI WASH DC 
1036AM URGENT 11-3-65 RPP 

TO WASHINGTON FIELD, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, ALBANY, NEW YORK AND NEWARK 
FROM DIRECTOR IP 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

BUDED THIS CASE BEING CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, N0VEM8ER 
EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

END 

PLS HOLD FOR ONE MORE INSTEAD OF THREE 
FBI S 
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FEDERAL 8UREAJ OPo/vIsTIg/tiJn 
D. S. DEPARBtEaf /iUS/ICEl 

COMMUNIC^[f%mo| 

No/s jmjyJ 

teletype 


FBI BOSTON 


FBI WASH DC 


1034AM URGENT 11-3-65 RPP 

0 WASHINGTON FIELD, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, ALBANY, NEW YORK AND NEWARK 
FROM DIRECTOR IP 


VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

BUDED THIS CASE BEING CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER 
EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

END 

BS PLS ACK FOR THREE MSGS 


FBI BOSTON 
CLR / 


S&T BY CODED TELETYPE 




! Hi*.. Tblhom . 

| Mr;. Bblhramt.. 

Mr;. Motor... _____ 

| Mir., 

! Mr. Casper _ i 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Pelt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rnsen .. , 

Mr. Sullivan^. . 

Mr. Tavol.,, 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy.. 


>BI NEW YORK 

5-oKpM EST URGENT 1 1/3/65 M.F.R. 

TO DIRECTOR. FBI //?//, BALTIMORE, BUFFALO, REV HAVEN, PHILADI 

AND PITTSBURGH 

\ 

FROM NEW YORK /\ 61 -1923/ /?/ 


VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 


RENYAIRTEL; TO WASHINGTON FIELD, ELEVEN TWO LAST. 

*>“ • 

O' * — 

BUDED? this; CASE CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER EIGHT NEXT, WHICH 
MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 
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UNTCD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Field Office File #: 


IC | 

November 4, 
SL': 161-2081 
VANNEVAR BUSH 


Office: ST . LOUIS 


Bureau File #: 


b6 

b7C 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Records FRC, St. Louis, Mo., indicated VANNEVAR 
BUSH employed by Navy Dept., New York, N,- Y. 
Terminated by reason of resignation. Employed 
by Dept, of State, Washington, D.C. as WOC 
Consultant. Terminated by reason of "Completion 
of assignment." Employed by NSF, Washington, 
D.C., two occasions,, as WOC Consultant. 
Terminated by reason of expiration of term of 
appointment,' both periods. Refusal to execute • 
"Declaration of Appointee" section of SF-61 
noted. Periods of additional prior Federal 
employment's as indicated by CSC locator files 
set forth - OPF(S) for same not located FRC , 
BUSH’ served in.U. ,S. Naval Reserve Force and 
U. S. Naval Reserve, inactive status, from 
9/3Q/24 to 6/2/33, at which time his resignation 
was accepted. 

- RUC - 


DETAILS : AT ST. LOUIS , MISSOURI 

On November I, 1965, a review of the personnel records 
on file at the Federal Records Center disclosed VANNEVAR BUSH 
was employed on. June 15, 1915, as a Subinspector (Electrical) 
with the Department of the Navy, New York, Navy Yard (Brooklyn 
Naval Yard), Manufacturing Department, Machinery Division, 
at New York, New York. This employment was terminated on 
September 15, 1915, as a. Subinspector (Electrical), by reason 
of resignation, details shown as "lack of opportunity for rapid 
advancement." 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your aq&ncy; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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;V.SL*r ' Vl6l -2081 . ' : ' -.7 *•;•*•_ 

' .* - V. /\ . Appointee was employed on April .28,. i952.> - as. .a Con- ";,. /. 

' % s.ultant . under r a temporary appointment (not'bd exceed one. year ; 

on a“ "without; compensation". -basis, with the Department' of. *••'., . 

' ..State, ■-Bureau' of .'United Nations- Affairs/, Office of. •■’the 'Assistant' . 

. 'Secretary ' - of - State ,.at Washington, ■ D'.cV' This employment' was- 
• / terminated -oh January 19, 1953/ as =. a Consultant/ by jre.asorpbf 
.‘separation duetto Completion *of assignment . •; C-: • * • * 

•• ' \ ' ** , • ' ■■ ‘ ^ /i - 

• .:*• .The records showed he was employed; on ,Npv.ember.',19# , 
1953*- as; a Consultant, under a. temporary appointment;.' (not to>. 
exceed -two years) on a "without "compensation", basis with- .the:. . 
National Science 'Foundation, .Advisory Committee on- the' ' 'y. 
-.-Influence * of Government-Financed -Research and" Development on.- '. ' 
.Colleges' and .Universities, at Washington,. Die,-. This- employment .- 
•’-was .terminated on November 19; 1955* % as/ a 4 Consultant, by; reason 
: * of, /Separation due to expiration .of term of appointment,.':. .' v ’ 

... j ../He -was, employed on July' i; .'1962; as a ; Consultant ; 

*';■ under a' temporary." appointment' (not to exceed one .year); on at?- 
V:' -/’without; compensation" .basis with : the ' National 'Science Foundation, 
Advisory' Pariei- on the . History of t.he National" Science Foundation, 

;i Washington, D.C. This /employment- wa*s -terminated on June, 30,.)-;. 

1963 ,.' as a .Consultant, ’ by reason of separation due to •..expiration .’ 

. - of. ‘term of- appointment .V-.V ; ' • ■- •- ; , ',•>-/ :u •• . 

V * -■ /. ' , , -.• = ; - ■ 1 ;• 

’* In connection., with; the references period pf 1953 b I . i 
;1S|5,5 National Science Foundation employment/ appointee, ref used J V 
' to. execute the "Declaration of Appointee" section of a standard ■■ - 
form 6l,‘ "Appointment .Affidavits . .dated November, 20; 1953. .' ' I-; 


I . The following, notations' were set. forth' by appointee regarding. . 
this matter:’ ' - . '. ;/■ •' '■ " • : 

•, , I have, nonobjections, to taking, an oath, 'since . ■ 1. 

- . '. •' ' I have .-taken oaths -'.of allegiance many .-times'.: ’ I . ..‘1 

do object t’o the "other statements on' the oath, but • 

.• / this is not the-timei to go, .Into the basis'*', f or- my. ' I 
' ’ •' * ob jection, \ ‘ ^ -V •'...;* I 

' . ‘ *, Additional details . concerning, the; aboVe '.comments, were ' 

- riot contained in the records at th e Federal^ Records. Center . y-" 

^ A review of the Civil- Service; Commission - Service'-- - 

r : Record 'Division. 'locator files ;at. the 'Federal Records Center . 
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Indicated the following ..additional'. ^Federal; appointments-,.'- jy 9 • 

• however the Official Personnel Folder (s). for - these •periods'-' \ A/- 

• of employments could not. be located'.- at the" Federal Records- 

Center: .. -. " • •:**';£' A ■- ' V 

, Appointed August 23, 1938/. as Member,- 'iJatibri&l’’ . 

v '■ Advisory Committee for" Aeronautics, Washington, D'/C . ;',i ■’ 
/ ' - ’ .-termination not shown. I. 6 ' 1 ‘ \ / ; V;V' 

v "Re-appointed " November 19,' 1941, as Member//'’/- A V/.-.-.A 
. National Advisory Committee.' lor Aeronautic syl, •. 

*. Washington,' D. C. , termination' not -shown. ' .. •; ‘A " 

. . • y Appointed July 1, 1942, -as Member; of ''Visiting >-V.. • A'A 

V' Committee, Department ’of Commerce, . Nafoonal'- Bureau;* V /** V. • 

A oft Standards,- Washington, -D./C.,' termination. "not,/ . 

■ ' " • • ''shown. . ■' ; . , '. :- . ’ . /• \ ’ - .- " ;:' 4 r •. J- . 

• V, f ' h *;&>■/.'! , , 

.Appointed (date, -hot shown), as Director, '.Office of' ■'/; ' 
A Scientific Research and Development, ' Washington, D..C;, 

• " . - : termination; not- shown. • . • t - . ; j -\ ' A.-. 

. Appointed Augus.t -6, 1946>/. aa'-Consuitant; to v the 7/‘ 

•' *.• ' ' Secretary oflWar,.- War.- Department >1 joint ; Research ’' .• ‘ - 

-■ '* and Development Board, ;• Washington, -D.C terminated . 
•' .. ■/September. .29,- 1947, reason not shown . • ' -A. . ' ^ • \ r 

• Appointed , September 3P,»' 19^7, as 'Chairman, .Research' • 

; 1 and .Development Board, 'National Military Establish— - -•*. 
•- . '.. -. .merit" ( fore-runner; of Department of Defense,, Washington, 

D/Cvy terminated- on‘ October 14/ 1.948,. ;by resignation'-,'..' 

‘ ' * '-To.; return to .private industry." ■ ; ' .I'A ' • ‘ 

■ Appointed May 26, 1-948, as 7 Collaborator, Department 

. ■ of the interior. National Park Service, .Washington,-' / - . 

« ; ' D;C i? ,. ‘terminated, on June '30, 1962, ' by; separation,' 

. ■ due to "Inactivity of this ' appointment fo'r 'OTctny years.--" 

• : Appointee, , 'S'.date -and.; -place- of birth were shown in.-- •/-. r 

the records at the Federal Recofds~;Ceht'e’r, ;.a's Marc|r. 11/, 1890,1 . 
at Everett ,• Massachusetts; • - ' • ' *• V- ■ *•' "• 
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'.£•'* *-y > }’* ; & w reyiev&- on-.;Noyember 3i 196.5, by toI 

of - the '“nayafi' service records .'- onV file at the Military -•Personnel 
■Records Center},- -St,- Louis-, . Missouri, indicat ed '•••%NNEyAR. , . BUS#,- • 
Serial Number 59" 09^y" ; eri rolled in the U. . S.- Nava IT Reserve 
■’Force and . .was issued a provisional appointment' as ..-a^Lieutenant 
Commander-. onbSeptember 30i 1924, ;af-Rostbn> 'Massachusetts in-. /' 
b/the. Technic 1st Glass ^Sixi('Electricity )4 ; He served "in ah' ’by.'.: 

‘ - inactive status-- until'- fahuary 8, I.92&; , when 'lie; wasrissued an v ; ' • 
‘ indef inite. term;cdmrais^dfv in ; the U. S.- Naval .'Reserve - “in -the*;*. 

. rank, of Lieutenant Commander'' for engineering- duties bforN special, ; 
service with : .the date.Nof. rank ‘still shown to -LeiSept ember 30,Y- > 
1924,, ’< He "continued ,tb. ''serve in an inactive,; .status- -until - 4 if!*’ • 

- June *2, ' 19337 at-- which - time His ' resignation' 6f . ... his commission 7 .. 
was accepted -as -a Lieut enant ' Commander . • - ' . b, Vb b\. v ••• •'•/ f- 

>-> r \The service -.records indicated he had training duty/. -' ! ’b 
aboard the U-. • S, S. Texas from/ June "20, 1925b, -to julyl 4h . 1925 » '<■ 


.and aboard; the U; S. S. Marblehead /'from November .25,.., 1928 v. v bib 
./ to" December 3 , .1958 . N -vT . \ ' ‘ ^ b 

v ^ '>•'* . - ■ ■ . , ' ’ - ' , 1 ‘ -• * r ^ ■■ •. . ’ * t * 

; • - ‘-'tt -His,, military’, occupation was not - shown and; his civilian 

occupation, was shown as Vice-.Rresiddnt of .the t C orporation ..of -. 7 • v< 
^/Massachusett s- inst itute- of Technology -and Deari ‘ .of hEngiriee ring ‘ 

• /'at'' Massachusetts Institute -.bfiTechhology;...'- t:. ; ' ’* , 

7VT _ He had no foreign service and 'received no ; medals,, '■ > 
'■awards or -,de corations,?. ' •• /*;£*! ' V*. N 'T' - V 

' .7..,.His' character* and efficiency ratings were- not - shown:; 
'band- there Is no record' of/ any court s-'mart ial- or .absence without 
.. Official .leave.- . -- .. . - /. j'.-fij %•;/.?-, 

’ - -■ . 1 V'-\ " “ v ; *•: : .' ;• ' t - *_ '/ ■; ' ;v -v 

■ ? ?■’ Va’he 3date .an% place^ipf- birth were - .shown as ; March . 11 , ■■/ 

1890, Everett, 'Massachusetts. * - V . ‘*'f , .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Report of: SA GERARD A. PERKINS 

Date: 


Office: ALBANY 


Field Office File #: 


161-648 


Bureau File j>: 


VANNEVAR BUSH 


Character: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 


No record of General Electric Co. employ- 
ment located. No credit or criminal record 
located, Schenectady, N. Y. Middlebury College 
conferred Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree on 
BUSH in June, 1939. 


DETAILS: 


-RUC- 


AT SCHENECTADY. NEW YORK 


On November 4, 1965, | (Records 

Section, General Electric Company, advised that she could 
laate no record for BUSH. She pointed out that their 
records only date back to 1930. She made inquiries and 
could locate no one nor is there believed to be anyone 
who is presently employed by the company that was there 
in 1913. 
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AL 161-648 


-• ' ‘ - Credit . . \ V \ 

« . On November 4, 1965 J I Credit 

Bureau of. Schenectady, advised that she could locate no 
record for BUSH. „ . 


' Criminal ‘ ” 4 - 

’ • On November 4; 1965 , 

Police Department, advised that he coul 
identifiable with BUSH. * '** 


| Schenectady 
Locate no record 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JAMES C. MEE, at Middlebury, Vermont: ' 

On Nm? apber 4‘, 1965 , 

| Middlebury College, advised, that tneir . . 

records reveal Middlebury College conferred Honorary Doctor 
of Laws Degree on VANNEVAR BUSH in June, 1939, and that it 
was presented with the following citation: • . ~ 

■■'."VANNEVAR BUSH, scholar, engineer, administrator, . 
not only in recognition to ■ your , service of science in which 
the Navy of this country has benefited but also in recogni- 
tion of your long association with and service ;to scientific 
advancement in education in this country, the President and 
fellows of Middlebury College confer upon you the. Doctor of. 
Laws; and by virtue of the authority vested in. me T admit 
you to all honors and privileges anywhere appertaining to this 
Degree. " ■’ ' • . • • ' . • v 
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PLAIN 


TELETYPE 


urgent 


TO j SAC, TAMPA 

FROM: SAC, WFQ <101-3359) 

O. ■ 

VABNEVAR BUSH, SPI, BODED NOVEMBER EIGHT NEST. 

HE BUAIBTEL OCTOBER TWENTY FIVE LAST. 

WHITE HOUSE REQUESTED INVESTIGATION OF DE. BUSH FOB 
WHITE HOUSE STAFF POSITION OH PANEL IN CONNfiCTION WITH FOREIGN 
INTELLIGENCE ADVISOR? BOARD. BONN NOVEMBER THREE EIGHTEEN 
NINETY, EVEBETT, MASSACHUSETTS, BESIDES CAMBRIDGE, MASS. , WHERE 
HE IS HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF CORPORATION, MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY. SEE WHO*<S WHO FOR FURTHER BACKGROUND. 

BUSH WAS PRESIDENT, CARNEGIE INSTITUTIO N OF WASHINGTON 
THIRTY HIRE TO NIN ETEEN FIFTY FIVE. 




BUSH AT CARNEGIE INSTITUTION oF 


Washington presently besides 


ASSIGN TO EXPERIENCED AGENTS AND CONDUCT NO NEIGHBORHOOD 

V/, /£/— *//&£' /I 

INVESTIGATION PER BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS.— ^ R e^rded“^ 

TAMPA INTERVIEW 3 


TAMPA INTERVIEW 

SPIN P l 

1 - Teletype Unit 
1> - Bureau 
I - WH> 

ELN;ola . 

(3) 
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PLAIN 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO: SAC, NEW YORK 

FROM: SAC, WFO (161-3359) 

0 

VANNEVAB BUSH, SPI. 

RE BUAIRTEL OCTOBER TWENTY FIVE LAST. 

BUSH SERVED AS DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT (OSRD) NINETEEN FORTY ONE TO FORTY SEVEN AND 
PRESIDENT, CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON NINETEEN THIRTY 
NINE TO NINETEEN FIFTY FIVE. 

Dfc. CARYL P. HASKINS, PRESIDENT, CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF 
WASHINGTON PRESENTLY IN NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT AND NOT 


AVAILABLE FOR CONTACT. WILL BE IN NEW YORK CITY NOVEMBER EIGHT 


NEXT. 



INS CONTACTED 


CN CONNECTICUT 


BY PHONE, INSTANT DATE, AND ASCERTAINED DR. HASKINS AVAILABLE 
FOR INTERVIEW ELEVEN FIFTEEN AM NOVEMBER EIGHT NEXT AT THE 
COFFEE HOUSE (A PRIVATE CLUB) FIVE FOUR WEST FOUR FIVE STREET, 
NEW YORK CITY. HASKINS WORKED WITH APPOINTEE IN OSRD AND WELL 
ACQUAINTED. V , - 

r\ ■ 

NEW YORK INTERVIEW DR. HASKINS AT TIME INDICATED^ AS HASKINS 

HAS ANOTHER APPOINTMENT SHORTLY THEREAFTER. SPI P 
* - Telotppa Unit >7 

^:SS eau 

^ELNtelm not recorded*’ (S’ 

? /.* . 1 6 JAN 3 196S V 

i j — — 
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11/5/65 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO: SACS, BALTIMORE, BOSTON 

PROM: SAC, WFO (161-3359) 

O 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPI. 

RE NEW YORK AIRTEL NOVEMBER TWO, LAST. 

ONI PILE RE APPOINTEE REVEALED APPOINTEE HAS BEEN ISSUED 
VARIOUS CLEARANCES BY DEFENSE AGENCIES INCLUDING SECRET 
CLEARANCE BY ARMY IN NINETEEN FIFTY SIX, AS DIRECTOR OP MERCK 
AND COMPANY AND CLEARANCE BY OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH, BOSTON 
AS OFFICIAL OP MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OP TECHNOLOGY IN 
NINETEEN FIFTY SEVEN. 

BALTIMORE REVIEW G-TWO PILE. ft 


BOSTON ASCERTAIN STATUS OP CLEARANCES IN CONNECTION WI1H 


MIT. 


SPIN 

BUREAU ADVISED. P . 


1 - Teletype Unit'- 
(l) - Bureau . : - 
I - WFO ' / 

ELN:gih 

(3) 


. /<£? /u ^/ / I'b 

^t"recorded" 
16 JAN 8 




5 3 JAN 6 196S 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




A ' 


REPORTING OFFICE 


BOSTON 


OFFICE OF OR IG IN 

BUREAU 


TITLE OF CASE 


e> 

VANNEVAR BUSH 


n/5/65 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 



10/29 - 11/5/65 


,b6 

±>7C 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


REFEREHC S : Bureau air tel to WFO 10/25/65. 

Bureau teletype to WFO 11/3/65* 
New York airtel to WFO 11/2/65. 


- RUC - 


'ADMINISTRATIVE 


Re Bureau letter to Boston 5/28/46 and Boston 
letter to Director 6/5/4$ in the case entitled "VANNEVAR 
(NEI) BUSH, aka Van Bush, CHAIRMAN OF JOINT RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT BOARD, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, WASHINGTON, D.C, 
LGE" . 

Information contained in referenced Bureau 
letter is not being set out in this report because it in no 
way questions Doctor BUSH’s loyalty to the United States. 


WA 


- A-::- - 
COVER PAGE 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


pPlBS MADE: 


JL Jr Bureau 

1 - Boston (161-1452) , 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 



NOT RECORDED 

25 NOV 8 1965 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


Agency- 


Request Reed. 


Date Fwd. 


How Fwd. 
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UN11W STATES DEPARTMENT OF JL^ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy fo: 


Report of: SA 

Date: 11/5/ &5 

Field Office File if: BS l6lSli|.52 

Title: VANNEVAR BUSH 


Offi cei Boston, Mass. 


Bureau File if; 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synoptic Birth verified from school records. No public record 
of birth located. Education, employment and residence 
verified. All persons interviewed recommend appointee 
highly re ability, leadership, character, reputation, 
associates and loyalty to the United States. Results 
of credit and arrest record checks set cut. The 
awarding of certain honorary degrees verified. 


- RUC - 


DETAILS : 


bo 

b7C 



Investigation at. MaaAaeimaA±£a Inafai-tute of 


[ 


Technology co nducted bv SaI 
University by | 

bv SA CARL J. EVE NS ENt at Providence. Rhode Island by SA 

]at Williams tew n, Massachusetts by SA 


■ UUU V ^ -L 

|at Harvard 

]at Lynn and Salem, Massachusetts 


WALTER F. BRADY; at Waterville, Maine by SA J OHN H. KENOYER; 
at Worcester, Massachusetts by SA GEORGE E. HANLON; and 
the birth, credit and arrest record checks at- Boston, 
Massflf.hnsett.s- ware made at frhe request of Investigative 
Clerk 


This document contains neither recommendations not conclusions of the FBI- It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its Contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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BIRTH 


V. On November 1,' 1965 *4©. records ' 

on March 11# 189 0. r • * • ' 

' : 0n November V: and’ 3, 1965 the files of the Bureau 

« cf Vital Statistics j . State House/-, Boston, ias3ac^u^^ ^ 

were reviewed and disclosed no re ^tts on March 11, 1890;- 

VANNEVAR BUSH at- Everett, Massachusetts. -on uarcn 


On November 4, 1965 


"[city 

fTrvise 
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EDUCATION 


On November. 1, 19^5 ■> 


. Records 

nf f iee Tufts University, Medford ,< Massachusetts/ advised 
»AR T S, U Sor„ M ar?h 11, 1890 i^verett.^aasachuaetta, 

• entered this college in September, 1 92 9 * ^^^^chusetts 
indicated he had graduated' from the Chelsea/ Massachusetts, 
H?gh IchooY? Sut his years of attendance there were not . 

listed. He .was graduated from. Tufts Cone ge on J ^ ^ > q1 
1913, at which- time he was awarded a BS degree P 

alcia^ring, and also a Master of Science degree.l^^_4 

tatld the record Indicated he was a straight . I'A" ,• ■ 

student, and graduated summa cum. laude in electric g 

ing. She stated he. was also awarded t hf Hftn8r?rT -g|g ted 
of Doctor of Science on . June x 3> : 1 . -J . verselv 

there was .-'nothing in the record which would reruecc ^ v ^ ely 
on- his character, reputation, associates or loyalty to the 

United 'States. ;• • • .• ,v ■. J \'.- . V'* •: 
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/ Personnel, Alumni Records - Office, Harvard University, /.S. Everett 
Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts, made available, <a . record card ' : 
■- which contained .the. following -i-nformati oh- concerning VA-NNEVA-R-. . 
-.•'•.BUSH:'.'- • * : ^ " . •/ ' • ‘ / f " v... V . , v"V'£ 

■ He attended the -School of- Engineering .during l' 91 ' 5 - 19 l^ 'and. ' ■ . . 

' received, a/ Doctor .of Electrical 'i'Ehgiheering degree during; ; / 

1916 ♦ He was the recipient -of , degrees f rom ;the\ foripwing'.' ' ’'.r. 

• • 'institut-i-Ons : ’ ' / ‘ : J 

’ '' '■*/ ) '■/. :• l ' - ■ ’*■ • • •/<:’ ’.V \ .1; y . j 

.^Tufts'. College --SM - 19 13 ; t-, I/.; • " j, V.: v ‘ 

.Tufts College s.D- '(honorary). - 3 - 93 * 2 ,--’ •_ - ' /,.V V - ‘ ’ 

' Brown .University -. LLB 1939 •’ : ■ \ \ 

Middlebury College - S .DV (Honoiary ) 1939 j Williams College^ - 

. Harvard College - S.D.' (Honorary 1 ) -’" 1941 ; . V " v - V- . 

. •'Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn - Dr-;/ Eng. 194 - 1 . _?' ' . -i 

; Rutgers University - Eng. '- 1942 ' * •<«' . * .- 

. ‘Yale University - LLD - 1942 '; Stevens Institute; of '.-Technology 
•* Columbia. University' - U.D.l (Honorary ) 1947 . •’ . "-. y..-.‘; - 

Princeton University - LED -.1947 • ■v 4 .'”* ' <•/,.. " ' v ‘ r * • 

..-'C.olby College, w : IXD'-i . ’ 1-951 V-A 7 -*'; -. 'C-*'' • '-i- i : ‘ 

; • Boston University..-'- SD (Honorary )/- 2 .1959 * " " > /' 

His residence, as of August, 1964 , was Shown' as -304 Marsh- .Street,; 
•Belmont , Massachusetts.' ; e ‘ ’ V . ' ; . ' \ 


•1943 


'. ‘ He was' bbr'n March 11, « 18904* 'Everett,' Massachusetts . - Hi's parents. 
' w.er.e Rev RI CHARD- PERRY , BUSH ;;%nd EMMA' LINWOOD BtJSH. . ' // ; - / ' 
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On November 1, . 1965 J I 

President, Tufts. University, Medi ord, Massachusetts, advised 
records -of her. office disclosed the appointee served, as an 
instructor in mathematics. during the academic year 1914 to . 
■1915> and was an Assistant Professor of electrical engi neer- 
ing for the . academic .years 1915 to 1919.« F I stated 

that the record also disclosed that for "the academic year 
1916 to 1917 h e was a. Professor in pre-medical 'physics . 

| stated she could provide no specific dates’ 
concerning the above err ml nvment . othe r -'than it, was for^ the 
academic years stated. | stated the records 

of. this, office also' disclosed ne. served as a member of the 
Board of Trustees from 1933 to 1962 when he retired, and is 
presently a Trustee Emeritus ; " 

stated the appointee is undoubtedly one. of . 
TUITS IttdSt distinguished graduates, whose reputation •- 
throughout the -nation' for excellence in teaching and 
service to his country is almost unsurpassed. • • •• - . 

On November 1, 1965, President 

Y. WE5S-BL , President of Tufts . College, was unavailable ■ 
ic ?br^riterview, i ’ but that she had... talked to him telephonies! ly. 
and he stated that hecouid not add anything to the known' ■ - 
reputation of Dr. BUSH,, in which'he' is known ‘as an out- J' 

standing scholar and teacher and a fine citizen who has 
served his country for .many years 1 ■ — •; 


On November 2, 1965, 

|Board of Tr»n sf.ee Hj Tur ps: uni vei 
Known Dr . BUSH personally forj 
acquainted' with him h'v ropnt.al-.i-on '- si nr 
at. Tufts University' in : the 1920s. | ~ 

he served- on the Board-of Trustees wil 


3 tfVLsea ne nas 
nd has been 
> was a student 

ptated that 
re appointee ■ - 


for many years, and stated he regards' the appointee as 


. "*s. 
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one -.of the most remarkable and outstanding gentleman he has 
-■ever known. He said he is an extremely learned, fine 
scientist and teacher, and a dedicated citizen' of the - 
- United- States, who has served on many, commissions for 
' the United States Government. He recommended him. without . 

‘ reservation- for any high position; of -trust and : confidence *.:< . 
'.. -with -the ..United States Government. ' -;v V ■’*' v - • 

/ jVf * * *“ . . f - ’• ** . 1 - ■» . • ' ’ *■ 

■ On November. 4 , 1965, Chairman of . the: Board 

- of Directors, GillettesafetyTia^or Company, Boston,. Massa-' y 
t-chusetts, , advised he has known. Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH since ' . 

1936 as ,: a fellow member of the Board of Trustees of both - -- 
Tufts University and Carnegie Institute of Technology. 

: He said he considers him the most .outstanding man. he has - 
ever. met. .He said he is a person, of the highest integrity,; 

* highly intelligent, abounds with energy, • is an extremely 
hard worker, outstanding as a scholar, ^scientist and 
. teacher,!,- and .one whose contributions tp the country in . - 
• the field of science and scientific research of: the most ~ 
secret nature are unequalled. ' He recomme nd ed him without 
reservation for any high position of trust and' responsibility 
.with the United States Government. 

* * _ , * - •> . , . y * * ; 

On November 4 , 1965, Judge JACOB LEWITON. Boston Municipal 
Court, Boston, Massachusetts^ 1 ’ S^e^DeV^oT^ the Board- of 
Trustees of Tufts University, advised he is not personally r 
acquainted with the • appointee, having served - at only two . -V*. 
meetings with himv He stated, however*/ he’ is familiar, with : 
the appointee.’ s reputation' as _an ^outstanding scientist and'-'' 
teacher, r and a' dedicated citizen who has spent many. years ' *> 
in serving, the United’ States -Government.,- He stajted that, 
on the basis of. his knowledge of the ’appointee ’s reputation,. 
he .would: -.have ' ; ho ’hesitation in recommending him . without 
qualification for a position of trust and 'confidence 1 with 
■the United States - Government .' - '• *' * ‘ -• 



.•'* *?■» 


BS/161-1452 
D.TG/cap ' * ’ 


. I I Office or-tueTresiaenu, “ 

Massachusetts; Institute of Technology (MIT), Cambridge/ 
Massachusetts,- advised that- VANNEVAR BUSH was .born, - . 

"March 11, 1890 at Everett., Massachusetts, and received ' 
his BS.arid’MS Degree frohi -Tufts University in Medford, *>. /*'* ' 
/• Massachusetts" in 1^13 'and, ;his Ph.D, Degree- in Electrical-' - 
Engineering 'in .1916 /from' >I>IET "and Harvard University. ■ 

; . In-19?9 he -was'. in . charge .o:f v the":Electrical Engineering 
\ ’ Department at '. MIT and- from 19.23 '-to 1933 he held a - •. 

>. Prof essorship, ih.-the .s'.suji 9 '.department • In 1932 to 1939 *. ; . v -‘O' 
* . he was ^made- Vicei President .and - J Dean of Engineering'. at .• ' 

.-.-MLT, In -193.9 - he left MIT -.and became President' of ' -J 4 , 

• . ’Carnegie. Institute : in Washing'ton,. 'D. C.- -He returned^-to- - h 

- . ' MIT in ,1.957 ’ when t he-’w as -made Chai man of the MET _ : ’ 

_ • \ Corporation and; in' I9E>9 .'he '-became Honorary Chairman and ; 

* a.,-' >.life t m.embeV of. the’: MIT ’Corporation, ‘ ' ■ f ■ f ' , ' . - ’ 1- • . " 

\ , Is'f.af.ftri t-.hat-.’ rrqTr | 

. she. was • Doctor BUSHis| and. s ae a e s c no e a 

• v him as a careful'' and . oil t S t AftdTftg . ’mAh , Tohe stated that 4, 

\r : .. . the. present ;time^ he-', spends - approximately four days- a week 
r-'Y "at.-PHT, '-.has his own /office :;and;. is 'working just as . hard',- ■’ . 
today as he did iri the pas.t.i r She stated that he' has , • 

• approximately twenty Honorary. Degrees and has been. 

-offered several more but ' he. will not bother to go after them. 
She stated that, words could, not describe, what an -out standing 
man Doctor BUSH is and the work that he has performed -f or 
■ this -country She stated that he stands’ willing and able.,., 
today to help the Government in' any way possible. - ’ Y' 


issactiuse 1 


, DauD ridge , 
ir BUSH for • 


several -years and- 


• . . | |stated, that for his age, BUSH-Ys an 

outstanding man and i a- working just as hard today as he- 
ever did, I I furnished a biographic s ketch 

dated Septonfo or, 1905 of .Doctor VAMNEVAR BUSH which is 

• \ 7 - . ' ' ’ ’■* • - '' I '• 
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attached to' this report as an appendix. 


concerning Doctor 


stated that thereiis no question 
JSH’s ability and loyalty. 


Doctor .JULIUS A . STRAT TON , President, MIT,' 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, advised &h November 4, 1965 that ■ 
. Doctor VANNEVAR BUSH lead the scientific effort during 
World War IT .and directed the assembly of the atomic 
*. bomb. He is a dedicated, public servant, and has --been - 
• advisor to several. President s . and to Congress. 

Doctor STRATTON stated the only thing one might 
. think, in the case' of Doctor' BUSH is that he is growing 
old and due to his age'of 3 event y -five, /he may have " 
changed his ideas. Doctor STRATTON stated this is not 
true in the case of -Doctor ; BUSH. ' Hi3 mind is clear, 

. he dsrthe same mans that took this . country, through World ■ 
War II, 1 His Judgment and decision’s have no tqchariged., 

‘ . * s' 5 : • ■*.?'.» . .. . . , „ *«. 

Doctor STRATTON st.atbd "there is no 'one alive 
• today that has had the 'responsibility of Doctor BUSH"..' .. ., 

. ' • Doctor STRATTON stated that Doctor, BUSH is. still . ' 

capable of performing' any duty, that the Government may' call' 
upon- him to: do and he would recommend him for any position- 
c f confidence and trust,. 

' « » s - • . • * . ■ » 

’. -''Doctor STRATTON stated that the newly erected 
*;.'building at a cost of .six and one half million dollars, ■ • ; 
'was ' dedicated on. October 1, 1965 as .the Vannevar Bush'..- 
Building. He further stated that the following inscription 
appears on the marble wali/dn the lobby of the Vannevar . 
’ Bush ’Building: >’ ' ‘ . 

* * v ' 1 

"Dedicated - to Vannevar 'Bpsh " , ;f . 

• " ,Cla3S of 1916 .' - •’ 

.. . ’ "An engineer distinguished for his ' , " 

■ creative contributions to Science, . . . . 

Engineering and the nation. ' 


Si ^ 
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1 - ■ - *■ ’ . ‘ • • ‘ v »■ 

■ "Honored for his achievements in • „.*• ?' 

research and education ‘ . : . 

. "For his devoted service to* the Massachusetts.-.'-,'- » 
Institute of Technology as teacher, administrator. 
- ' and. corporation ..member , , . •• ■ ’ • 

"For his acclaimed leadership of the - 

. Carnegie Institution of Washington . ' - ‘ ; ’ “• - 

_ . "For his mobilization during World* War • 

II of the nation's scientific resources • • . ; - 
; • to achieve advances in Military Technology :• 

device in winning of the. war - ", 

! "For his statesmanship in formulating .* 

and advocating -sound policies for • • ".*• 

the. advanc ement of science, engineering - 

' and education. . - . ;. 

- ■ ■" ."October 1 , 196 " 5 tT : ' ‘ ' -7 

, Doctor STRATTON stated that Doctor' J. R. -KILLION-, . . 
Chairman of the Corporation, MIT, .is not available- lor '■ 
"comments but -if . he were., he would have the same complimen- - 
t ary praise for Doctor BUSH. -. • ‘ ; ' r • > * 


H V 
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•On November 1, 196s. Dr. H AROLD 0. CASE. ' President-, Boston 
-■ University, 147 Bay. Sta'^eK^OTv^osbonV Massachusetts, 

, 1 . advised he -has known, the appointee since 1952 or 1953* ; ‘ 

. / , He said the appointee was awarded an honorary degree : .of *• 

,■ Doctor of -Science by Boston” University on June . 79-. 1959* * ,. . ;• •' 

' Dr. CASE stated the' appointee is 'one of the most out-" 

"• standing individuals he. has known. He stated that, he holds 
him in the' highest, regard, and there is no question what- - ^ 

;1 ‘ soever of his great contribution to "the.- welfare' of this 1 ; ^ 
■'country..; He stated his distinguished record proves he has. 

" dedicated his talents to various projects, and his "performance : - 
- : has been excellent in both efficiency and quality of 
leadership. =. He- stated he had no hesitation in recommending', 
him without reservation for any high position of trust. and • - 
responsibility with the United States Government; '? 


.v 

* 
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On' November 3, 1965 -Tn^e * *> V v 

- } Salem, Massachusetts, aaviseu he t 


70 "Washington Street,"' Salem, Massachusetts, aavisea ne has 
known the appointee socially and professionally since 
'World 'War-1' and mainly through ; d Tufts College activities . 
— such as: Alpha' Tau Omega Fraternity, .the Board of ^Trustees , 

••• 'aid other committees of the college-. ' ' i- x 

- , •* .^^MrVr-HIlL stated. that; -BUSH is, a person of ;excellent 
’ character reputation and. associates; he is a brilliant . 

■/. .rr of ess iohal. man;, there is absolutely no reason -for anyone 
to \questidn or. doubt his loyalty to’ thp TJnited States, and 
he- highly recoimiend3. him for any position of trust and. ;; - 

cohfidendevrh-''^ -t. h A ■ r ■ ' V 


*41 v 
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I On November 5» 1965 ) I 

| |Board of Trustees of the George futnam PUnd, me,, and 

tie Putnam Growth Fund., 60 ‘Congress Street, Boston^ 

Massachusetts, advised Doctor BUSH became a member of the ■ . 

Board* of Trustees of the George Putnam Fund in 1956 . .' 

when he left Carnegie Institute. He became, a member 
■ of the Board of. Trustees' of the Putnam Growth-Fund a year 
later in 1957. "Both are mutual funds operated as trusts. 

- ! ' He- stated 'that in April,.' 1961+ -the funds took 

over Incorporated Investors and Incorporated Income Fund 
both of which are corporations but - are -also mutual funds. ' 

He stated that the time tbey-~were taken over. Doctor BUSH 
became a member of the Board of • Directors of the latter- 
two corporations, . 1 7 , ’ 

■ b tated that the appointee is' an 

-outstanding, indiv idual • of rare ability, is a hard worker . 
and. a dedicated public servant. He recommended him without 
' reservation for a. high position of trust and confidence 
wi th the United States Government based upon integrity, 
•character, reputation, associates and loyalty to, the .United 
States. ' .. • ' ■ • ' . ■ 

.: On November 5, 1Q6C GFOHGE PUTNAM. JR. . ~ President . 

Putnam- Management Company:, 60 .’Wf^r^s^^^^^p^ostoh, ' ’ • 

advised he has served x-jith^ Doctor. BUSH as a trustee of the- 
: Putnam Funds above mentioned land the two corporations \ . • 

above mentioned as members of the- Board- of Directors, 

. He stated that 3ince 1956 he ‘ has -been in frequent contact 
with Doctor -BUSH and considers him one of the most outstanding 
men he' has ever met. He s tated ;there ■ is no compulsory. - 
retirement provision in connection with his positions and 
he -recently agreed to serve another year, •' • 

•*. Mr. PUTNAM stated. the appointee is very bright, ' ■" .y . 
alert and 'active for ,his age. - He. said Doctor BUSH'would not; 
permit himself to serve if the thought that his -faculties ' ' ' ' - 
were failing in any way. He recommended the appointee 
'without reservation for a position of high trust and : 
.responsibility with the United. States Government based upon 

; -.ability, -energy, good ‘character, reputation, associates and' 
loyalty to -the United States. ■ ' \ . ’ ; v " 
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On> No verrto er .1,1 


] 


.'General .Electric Company, 1100 Western Avenue, 

Lynn, 'Massachusetts, advised that there is no office ‘in .this 
company where' any records fo former employees would be' .kept 
for more than fifteen years . after the termination, of their - - 
employment and there is'npVay to verify the appointee’s 
employment -with this -firm in 1913. • 4: , • 
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' • RSSI DENC ES ■ 


- ftPQn November 1,. 1965 DONALD ROBINSON, Chief, " , 

.Belmont -"Massachusetts Police’ Department, advised Doctor 
VANNEVAR-* BUSH: and his wife, ■■ PHOEBE," reside at 30 4 -Marsh • , 
Street; in that -town’. *• / ■* • **• .- ’ •< * 

.Chief’ ROBINSON said they Doc' tot 

.•RICHARD „-i>; /BUSH, • a' surg eon who. .resides at 11 Locu'st Street, 

' 7D ~ B ^ 4- * - TUT ~ 1 ; _ J’j. i. _ 


' rr .. _ Credit "•;-•■• • - *. ■ -•. 

•;■’■ : ‘•■,.,0n‘ Noverrib er j 2, . 1965 personnel. of . the Credit , Bureau 

of Greater. Bos torn, ^11 .Beacon Street,; Boston, Mftas achusltts',;; 
which 'agency coders’ Belmont , Massachusetts, -advised thb- ?- 
■fi les -of this bureau- disclosed' Doctor ■ VAN1TEVAR BUSH- and his . 

• wife, FHOEBE D. BUSH, 304 Marsh Street, Belmont., Mass a- • ~ , 

• chusettsi have a ■■'satisf actory : credit rating* • 

; i. The. record noted that Doctor BUSH; is retired,, y 
'is a -former Vice. President * of MIT and formerly President 
..of. Carnegie Institute nf .Washington, D.C. . • \ 

'• 'On. November 1,- 1965. 

Cre'dit'- Bureau of Greater Lynn, 100 Monroe Street, bynn, . 
'^Massachusetts, advised he;; could locate no information' in 
the records of that- bureau identifiable with the appointee., 

/ ~ ARREST’ :■•••/• • ' ' • ' ' 

On November '3, 1965 personnel, Office of the 
Massachusetts Commissioner of Probation, Suffolk County ■ 
Courthouse, * Boston,' Massachusetts, a central -repository ’ ? 

for all traffic and criminal conviction records in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts., advised the records of this - 
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i4 The above' personnel of the Office- of the - - • . ’ • 

Massachusetts Commissioner, of Probation.* advised the -/ 
files of this. office 'contain no record identifiable with. 
Doctor 1 VAUNEVAR BUSH, Mrs. PHOEBE BUSH, nee DAVIS, -also' 
known as Mrs...VAl\UIEVAR BUSH, or RICHARD D. BUSH.-/" • , ■ . - 

• • •' • . 0n : Uovemb er 1* 1965 Chief DONALD . ROBIHjliSQN, ' ' 1 

Belmont, Massachusetts Police Departmerfc, advised the files 
.of this police -department contain no information identifiable 
'with the appointee' or members' of his family as named- 
above.-,, _ - '• • ' : • V - ■ 

-On Hovember 1;, 1965 ) 1 . 

Records Office,- Cambridge, Massachusetts Police' Department, 
advised, the files of this department- contain ho .“record - 
identifiable hith. the; appointee. .. • : . • 

■ • . : On Novenfeer II,-'. 1965 Chief DAHIEL HEHDERS ON ' 

Needham, Massachusetts .Police. Department, advised the? , 
fil es of this departm ent contain no’record identifiable - 


■ : .. ^On 'Noverher 4 , .1965.,' Chief JOSEPHUS.' ZOITO*' ;- 
Wiliiamstown,-‘,Massachuse.t;ts Police Department, advised-- .1- 
the files of . this departa'-ent /contain no record identi- 
fl able with Doctor -;V Arils EVAP. BUSH.'; 

On, Hoveriber -lj., 1969 1 

Worcester, Massachusetts' Police Department , • advised the.- • 
files, -of this department cbntain.no record identifiable' ' 
with Doc tb-r VMHE VAR BUS H. A .* ’ : ' ' ' f ‘ ‘ J: " ■ 
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ARREST 


/ ' 


.. On November 4, 1965 , 


State :• -■ - 

Bureau of Identification, Maine State Police Headquarters, . . 

Augusta, Maine, advised SA JOHN H. KENOYER that the arrest 
--records of that agency are negative : concerning VANNEVAR BUSH j 


. ,0n November 4, I 965 X 


Waterville, -.Maine Police - Department advised- SA JOHN H. 

" • KENOYER- that VANNEVAR BUSH has. never been arrested by that 
police' department . ' .... .• 
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_0n November 1, 1965, 


] 


..-b6 

rd Bureau, Lynn j Massachusetts, Police -V ,b7C 
'ueparament), advised . she- -could' locate no. information in 
. the records of that department identifiable with the ' 

■ gp.pointee, •. __ 
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-;•••; MISCELLANEOUS 

* >• ' ’ -i. - .•(•■' • 


_ the‘- President',- K’ ' ' '• VI 

• Browm IJhiversity-, : Prov idenc e , ~ Rhode-, island i advis ed, on . b, • " 

Kovomber^v'l^S that the .files of , his. office- 'reflect;, t.hat t ,in w . -V; •- 
•<<»•*' June,- 1939 'VMNEVSR BUSH was awarded an -^honorary-' degree . . '.. ' V 

• of Bachelor of; Laws 'by -this university."" '/ : ^ 


' : »f;- 


* .. 

r >\ . 


I re called* that BUSH was hereyofr • :; l -yV 
only one previous occasion when he was awarded the -degree* f 

but he .knew of him -as a brilliant scientist and ;hn 5 outstanding'- 
Uni ted States citi zen. He s tated he would have rio hesitancy ; . < - 
• in' recommending him for ..a ' position of trust, and confidence. -V{ -V; 


t 


. * C *» 


stated that he knew of no .others 


at the university at tne present time\,who might- have recalled .5 ■ £ 

' BUSH- when he was here.'- . ' ; - V ’ A- ’■ c =•- ' ; '?■ 


"'*'*'*' v V *• 

,*T '' I ^ 
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r — | On November 1965 J | 

llfche President, .Colby College, Watervilie, Maine, advised-. . 

. a A JOHN H. KENOYER that; in June, 1951* Colby College conferred fib/! 
an -Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree 'upon VANNEVAR BUSH. ' 



20 ,- 



•|y 


• . * ■' * 
-• *, . * » *v» . ** J 


• *i * .> - 


" : ■■ /f ’ >V J-i i> 

.V - -b 6 5 

£ 'b7C ' V 


BS 161-1452 
WFB : pd; 

1. 


j. 




■ L. / - •• 



November 4, 1965., 

1 

l 

the ^resident; Williams College, 1 


- — — - ^ — ^ 1 iKJVU v v fViv 

was awarded an. Honorary Doctor 1 , of. Science Degree" at 
the Williams College commencement exercises' in June, 

1961; • '■ • -... - • . - • •... 


I stated 'she- 1 is" unable to locate 5 
the citation that accompanied Dr. .^BUSH's award nor ls‘. 
there any, one at the . college who knows Doctor BUSH. 


1 * ' 
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1 I On November 4» 1965 1 J Db 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, ' b7C 

Massachusetts', advised. Doctor. BUSH received an Honorary 

Degree of Doctor of Science -from this institute in 

October, 1964. . •' ' - t ' 
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Synopsis: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


VANNEVAR BUSH received honorary Doctor of 
Deg S ee f 5* Carne S ie Institute of Technology, 
W^Va 4 ?’ 4/26/47 WeSt Virginia Univ ersity, Morgantown, 


- RUC - 
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- ^ DETAILS : MISCELLANEOUS . . ' ."' - j'V . v - V ?,j r ' y 

• - y .. ” •. Investigation at Morgantown , W . • Va . ,V conducted; by ,V y * 

.../. j. . SA EU GENF . P . inNTTS- t he remaining investigat, ion., conducted. /■•V 

- « •;!^by.'\S v A: . • V' .' * 7 \7y7-y; 77 7^.7 '- 

On November 4, 1965, V -7% 

-; ; ^the Special Projects Office ,\ Department of Public Relations , ' 

' ../Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, < Pa; , \ y.‘- ' ••• . ' - 

advised, that- VANNEyAR-BUSH was granted an honorary . Doctor of ' ■y 
/Engineering Degree during the Institute 's commencement :• '■.// V‘ _ / 

,j\< y ceremonies t % February 22 , 1948 . ’Hhestated that this degree -was 7 . ' 

7 ; presented by Dr. ROBERT F. MEHL, Metallurgical Engineering * 

' . Department , Carnegie Institute of Technology . He added .that 7" 
BUSH gave . the commencement, address at this Commencement ; L 7 
. •’ceremony . •. : \ .. . y •' _ ■ / • '• . . 7 [f 

■' ■ v *$£ ' - rtn Nr.up mber- 4 ' 1965, 1 I ' . y , 

I I Registrar's Office, West Virginia University ' ■/., 

v .. ..Morgantown , W. V Va .• V advised that that ^University granted’.'' ’-77 . 

> ; an;: honorary Doctor of Science Degree to -VANNEVAR BUSH, \ ->K 7*7 : 

. ." April 26,/1947 . • *'■ v - :» v • C.-y./v . 


< ■ -■ . .O .i 
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TITLE OF CASE 


VANNEVAR BUSH 


DATE 

11/5/65 


I NVESTI G ATIVE PERIOD 

10/29 - 11/4/65 


.REPORT MADE Bw 


JIAB.Ml.ILR ur LMJC 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


REFERENCE: 

New York airtel to NK 10/27/65. 
New York airtel to WFO 11/2/65. 
Butel to WFO 11/3/65. 

- RUC - 
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161-826 


Title; 


° fficei NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 

Bureau File if: 


VANNEVAR BUSH 


Character: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Syflopji*: 


Appointee received honorary degrees from Rutgers University, 
Princeton University, and Stevens Institute of Technology. 
Appointee was a member of the Board of Directors, Merck 
and Co,, Inc., from 11/22/49 to 4/24/62, and was Chairman 
of the Board from 12/17/57 to 4/24/62. VANNEVAR BUSH still 
acts as consultant to Merck and Co., Inc. Associates at 
Merck and Co., Inc., recommend appointee. No credit or 
arrest record for appointee. 


RUC - 


DETAILS? 

HONORARY DEGREES: 

STEVENS INSTITUTE CO? TECHNOLOGY 
HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY 


advised on November 4 , 1965 , that VANNEVAR BUSH gave the 
commencement address at this institute on May 1, 1943 • She 
advised that he was given a Doctor of Science degree on May 
1, 1943. She advised that the President and the Vice President 
of this institute are no longer connected with Stevens Institute 
of Tnnhnni nmr- and she knows of no one who would know the appointee. 

stated that her records do not contain a citation 
tor tae appointee or information concerning his background. 
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On November 5, 1965, | 1 
Public Relations Department, /Rutgers, me t>xa.w university, { 
New Brunswick , New Jersey, advised that VANNEVARBUSH was 
awarded the. following honorary Doctor of Engineering • Degree , 

4® :”j^n r v? - '-j £•?&■' '• • . i ■ • • vv . v' 


v \« r 


?rV , r"iiO . r- 


Successful investigator ,v inspiring -teacher, 'capable 
administrator , you have matter ibuted notably to the Science 
of Electrical Engineering today without thought of self . You 
are devoting your^rare talents to the service of this 
country in. her ^ hour of trial . The future beyond this present 
darkness is bright with the promise of a better life for . ^ f 

mankind' flowing from your researches and those of your fellow 
scientists, - In recognltlon v of your 'achievements, as an engineer 
and of, your -f ar*r;eachlng 'contribution to- society, I confer - 
upon, you Honoris Causa^a-degree of Doctor of Engineering . 


I Prince ton U niversity,. Princeton r New - Jersey, advised -SA 

on November. 4 , 1965,. /that "VANNEVAR BOSH received 
an honorary Doc tor of Laws Degree from this university on . 
June 17, 1947* She stated that the citation for BOSH 
indicates the 'following information:^. , . 




Up 'Up". -r<c bn. ' ?>-■ 0 ?/ i- r'nn ri> / :: M • ' • : 

fb-j'w VANNEVAR BOSH, President , Carnegie Institute, Washington, 
D, C.;,; Ms a man of science whose distinguished career as an 
electrical engineer , inventor, and' administrator , found fitting 
fauition in his selection as Director of the Office of 
Scientific Research. and s Development , Washington, D. , C., during 
the war years. /In this position/ he mobilised with str iking " 
effectiveness the country’s scientific personnel and resources 
and became* their brilliant Commander , in .Chief ... 

r (’! >V» *vr"c5!*"' t ■*'"*> ?" '• • jit ,< '* '< • ’E* ■* • ’4’ - 


EMPLOYMENT : 






' ft. > * % <ir -J" ■ -Pc" t '■-> 

hebck ■ arc :.co»AiiT4n^i^^4f S V-‘ £ '*• 4 
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1 | advised on November 

5, 1965, xaat xne recaras ol tnis company indicated VANNEVAR BOSH 
was elected as a member, of .the Board of Directors on November 
22,7 1949. He was made Chairman of the Board of Directors on 
December 17 , 1957 . He would not stand for re-election and/re tired 
from -the Board of Directors; pn April 24,1962 , He noted, that it 
is. a company policy that the members of the Beard of Directors 
remain in this official capacity only/ unit 11 age 72 , which would 
have been the reason why -the appointee left the Board of -Directors 
of this company, ' 

‘ 2 “ ' ' 
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i | advised that since April 24, 
aPP61ht66 tt&B dOhe some consulting work for 
Merck and Company! Inc., and he is still considered a 
consultant for the company. He noted that the appointee's 
records indleate his home address is 304 Marsh Street, 

Belmont, Massachusetts, and he was born March 11, 1890, 
in Ever ett, Massachusetts. 

noted that BUSH has received the 

following clearances in connection with his work with Merck 
and Company, Inc.) 

On November 23, 1953, VANNEVAR BUSH was granted 
a secret clearance by the Head of . the First Army, Governors 
Island, New York, New York; 

On November 8, 1959, VANKEVAR BUSH was granted 
a secret clearance by the Head of the First Army, Office 
of Assistant Chief o£ Staff G-2, Intelligence Industrial 
Security Division, 35 Irving Place, New York 3, New York; 

On October 26, 1959, BUSH was granted a secret clearance 
by the Head of the First Army, Office of Assistant Chief 
of Staff G-2, Intelligence Industrial Security Division, 

35 Irving Place, New York, New York; 

' On August 29, 1960, BUSH was granted a secret 
clearance by the Inspector of Naval, Material, 1130 Route #22, 
Mountainside, New Jersey; T . , - - 

I I stated that the above clearances 

for BUSH would have terminated when he left the Board of 
Directors of Merck and Company, Inc., on April 24, 1962. 

J stated that he did not feel he was well 
personally with BUSH to comment on bis 
character 'or loyalty. He noted, however, that BUSH has 
the highest type of recommendation as to character and loyalty 
to his country. 

I Merck and Company, 

Inc., advised on Novembe r~4T~X965 . that he has known the 
appointee over| |on a business professional and social 
basis. He stated th&T While the appointee was on the Board 
of Directors of Merck and Composy,' Inc., he would normally 
meet for Board of Directors meetings about onesfj a month 
and would probably attend n-fehar company meetings three or four 
times a year. advised that since the appointee 
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left the company as a member of the Board of Directors , y h 
lie has acted as a consultant for the company and visit e 
the company about every three or four months on consulting 
work. .7* *.->7 ; • “ v V ’ • - ■ ' - >.7-^7777^7* 


: ~ I I stated that the appointee is ; of 

the highest intelligence , competent, excellent 'character 
and a completely loyal United States Citizen. v He said 77 
the family and associates of the appointee are people . ' . 
of excellent character and loyal. United 1 States citizens. 


He recommended the appointee for a position of trust 
and confidence. 0-1 - v ;;"77 ■ •*, T-7-7* A 


77 Dr . MAX TISHLER . President , Merck, Sharp j and : 7 

Dohrae Research Laboratories^ Division of Merck Company^ ; % 
Inc. , mho; was also a member - of the Board of Directors at f 
Merck and C<mpahy, Inc. , .advised he has known the employee 
on a business and professional basis for over .20 years. 

He stated the appointee ip of; impeccable character, and 
one of the outstanding men of our 'Sgp i> The appointee has 
unusual qualities .of intelligence, ability, and character. 
He stated that t hie appointee *s associates are aleo popple 
of good ; character and loyal, citizens. Dr . TISHLER recomme 
the. appointee for employment in a position-' of trust; and ' ; 
confidence, . Re was interviewed on November 4; 1964.; V- : 


Credit Bureau of 
flevj whi ch covet s 7 

H on November 

utti at Inis credit. 


ay,. New . Jersqr police 
oh' November 4, 77 


Department 

1964, that the appointee has no record at this department 

■ * '• u ■ r ' . .,■* *-■ . 
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• ; I | "Newark Evening News"., ’, 

Market Street, newark,’ new Jersey, on November 5, 1965, made 
available the file on;VANNEVAR BUSH at that newspaper This 


file contained no pertinent information concerning; this 

investigation.'.; ‘ • , 7 : . "7 • ' • • 7 - 7 '' 77777 ; 
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Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopiii: Appointee received honorary degree;;; from 

Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn. Memberships in 
Carnegie Corporation of New York, American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company and Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers, Inc., set forth. Appointee 
received 1953 Award of Merit from American Institute 
of Consulting Engineers. No credit or arrest record. 
Newspaper files contain biography and articles 
concerning appointee. 
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ENCLOSURES 

One copy of a biographical sketch concerning 
Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH, Exhibit A. 

One copy of a news article captioned "Astronaut 
Plan Termed a 'Stunt'", Exhibit B. 

One copy of an article from "The New York 
Times Magazine/' Exhibit C. 
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added, .that'’ the appointee- is' .very highly respected-/!/ 
in. his.. field-- and has never acted ' in any. -way as *to' o* , 
caus’e doubt -j.cdncerning' his 'character, -reputation** 
associates ror loyalty. ,, He- would recommend the 
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'■ .y On November 27: -1965>| I 

1 Credit Bureau of * Greater New York, advised •„: 

UT\ {that- she could^. locate no record 

concerning xne .appointee. : . k*v‘ : ,^ v " • •. • '•,•• •.^-7 

Arrest ’ ' ‘‘ ' •'•Cl 'v ,” ' • ’ .*2 A : 

> ■ . ( ' ' * ••*. : . • 1 " -V V’ '• •" * • ’* ' ■■ : 

i : On October 29 and November 1 1: 1965» SA' AUGUST. J 

: « '* •“ «•' ■! * V* . ■ ‘ nji i. ■< /i *■ 


MICEK caused r»w>nrds of the New York City police 

Department to be checked /.by I I. r > V . :• •. 

r.f HHminai. Identification; . ^ ; 

, I Information- Unit; | I ,y> -* /•■ 

[old Record Room. ( ail' pf . tnft anQve^.tfl the 

Nevi y or t c City Police Department ) ; and i >?.: 

1 Fingerprint Bureau, Criminal Court oi ■■•■zne } 

City ooi 1 New York. No record could be located- ' ‘ y 7 
-concerning 'the appointee* ‘ . 
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the, Thursday, April; .7,, i960, .'issue of -“Th^,; £ :r '*-M- 

ii New York Times ” captioned '"Astronaut Plan ? • ,i~ 4 ;v * '? -V 

" ' -Termed A.;‘;Stunt' ", subcaptioned. "Bush 'Says- V.^- ■ v^- ;?f :VV > V 

i . ‘. y > .*4 Project Has Little- Value r.Sees, ^ 'Confusion V, > '. 
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‘a -; 'vv . A clipping dated January :’i4y ' 1964 .. , v , ^ 

. reveals that Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH, Honorary Chairman/'*'. A. 

•/. of the Massachusetts' Institute of Technology^ 

■ ■■■■: was awarded the National Mddal: of Science on . " ' /•: ' • '•••/'• \ : - 

V«V - January 13>. 1964 by President JOHNSON. ' - :v.' 


• V. ■: These files contain numerous other- •' • 

i ■ clippings concerning BUSH, his background .and . V .‘ ' V ' - 

/ ,v: / accomplishments. ; ; ^ l-’ ■. 

/ / r .\ , : .. 

.. 7',;,”'-’ * •• These .files were- reviewed on ^November 1, 1965 . s 
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fH ^T.n<nreF.S TO BUREAU 


VANNEVAR BUSH 
SPI 


Enclosed for the Bureau are the following: 

One dopy of a tiographlcal sketch concerning 
Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH, Exhibit A. 

One copy of a news article captioned "Astronaut 
Plan Termed a 'Stunt , Exhiot 

One copy of an article fro™ "The New York 
Times Magazine, Exhibit C. 

NY 161-1923 , - • ■ - - 









Loyalty clearance procedures require revision 'from the ground up/ saws Bush. We need 

J x i . | . I _ m .-i 

a program that is alive to subversion and- equally alive to the rights of citizens. 

f ~V 

By | VilH HEVflR BP5H J 


\4if v- 


iO 1 '-: * 
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WASHINGTON. .! different reasons the, feeling prevails without wrecking the careers of humble the best that we can hope for at pres- 

W FTER a spell of fever, the country ; that; the system of loyalty clearance public servants, * , erit. 1 For no great' war can ever again 

£\ has now returned to an almost .‘ under which we have operated has been First, the body should visualize the be won; it can only end with the partial 

■£«. normal temperature as it regards defective. We need ja !new system, not world conditions under which the re- or complete annihilation of both con- 

tne problem of. loyalty on the part of 'a bit of tampering with the -'old; .we vised system is likely to operate :j sec- testants. 

its citizens in high or sensitive places, meed a 1955 model, not an anti-rattling ond, it should analyze the objectives and J Our enemy relies chiefly on the 

Ke- cases have disappeared from the '.device to be attached to a Model T. methods of our enemy in the field of weapons of penetration and subversion 

- front page, the last of these being so _ The new system should be built from propaganda and subversion; third, it to weaken us so that later he can de- 

pa tenily absurd that it' was ludicrous. - ‘ the ground up by a competent body of should write down the objectives which stroy us. He tries to steal our secrets, 

Oppenheimer is living a happy andicon- 'men with' an unrestricted assignment. the new system is to accomplish; fourth, to penetrate our organizations ana in- 
structive life, contributing to our phi- That- body should include members who it should establish a group of principles Buehce our actions, and, above all. to 

losophy if not to our defense. Condon : are vigorously alive to the dangers of w .^' c h the system should conform; spread confusion and mutual distrust 



on his specialty/ *'! * must, by all means,: ib/divorced from ^re we can touch only the further; for we^are carrying on the 

But no one looks back on the recent j; po phcs. H need noO* hurried at its spots of this program. process without his, aid. 

• * ••• * »* l j The enemy s success jn this respect 

as we can now see, we are has had an especially severe iimpact on ■ 
period of technical stale- the (scientific community. For scicn- 
, in which great wars are..unlikely tista occupy a key position with respect 


imbroglio over loyalty procedures with j jo^.'ror our present |situation is apt to ,jk c _ . v 

any pride or satisfaction. For widely > ^ tlnuc fi .| on g,, -'time: f But it should fntffing a I 

— ; ■ " yT .be. so thorough ; that jib will bring UWjg'Hiati'/in w hic 

VANNEVAR BUSH, • nct»d£«cj*ribst, it prci- " Twlfoli: prdj>lemr‘ of encriny, penetration ^tplcfccur; though secondary wars fought to those secrets^ that should be most 
' . .. ......i- !•,,'•< — - ;, --- "~ntrol„’ without with limited means may be a common atridtly kep* •' 

/football and' ' occurrence. ' This seems, at least, to be Isticflot ; nth 

\ 


ident of the Carnegie I nstitujiiciny Hef/ii' wit-- ^disloyally ^ml^^bhU^J p ^without with limited means' may be a common _ strictly kept - They are an individual- 

time head of ihe Office of Scientific Reeeareh.i' ' Ago in Inaklng'itfa politlVah'fdbtball and occurrence. : This seems, at least, to be fsticflbt; other- (Continued on Page 3$) 
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■ ?}» noxious .doctrine; that, the 

* ~n » 1: : s ^ I 


u{' llttlejj:- greatest menace to freedom is 
, Jfi v an 'inerfjf people; 1 that public 


world understanding- ur, auii \Ve have generally ac- 
mcans of ending all war, thc.-.njtpceptcd the statement by 
was a greatetf portion ol; gul!fS|‘.jf{oiines that "We should be 


.'among them. 4"; fc\ 


( Continued 1 .- from . Page ft/ 
wise they would be 
value as scientists. . if.; 

While they concentrate in^jldiscussion is a political duty; 
their special fields, the ;wc|« » nr.d that this should be a fun- 
often extremely naive it oih-- j dnmcntal principle cf the 
ers. When we dreamt <1 of! i American Government.” 
world understanding ur auji 

means 

was a greater 

bie men among "them, th* n;| f eternally vigilant against at* 
among most other intellect nalji \ tempts to check the expression 
groups. And thej-e were' f few’ji of op i n ions that we loathe and 
—an exceedingly >i!fis’??it ) ,;linve to. ,be. fraught with 

ii; \ l? 1 ’ jjjfdeath, unless they so immi- 
ffnenUy threaten immediate in- 
JT . ft HCH'ofithe 'recent iwicc.n-** ■•terfrrpnre noth- the lawful and 
hunt, therefore,, seemed i djj| .pressing purposes of the law 
concentrate on their profen-tf ' -that an immcdiate_check is re- 
.sion. Yet in no pother, place"? quited to save the country." 
could its effects be moij: dia-/| ; We hesitate, however, to go 
astrotis to our nationsl ;intcr-'jj'*ns far as Lincoln did when he 
est. Young men ' hesitate to si said, "This country with its in- 
enter the' scientific professions, stitutions belongs to the peo- 
and in particular to participate*. V pie who inhabit it. Whenever 
■ in the scientific programs of;; j*;they shall grow weary of .the 
the' military arms becaiise of; ‘ existing government, they'can 
the danger to their reputations f ^exercise their constitutional 
and success. We must change^ right of amending it, or their 
this situatibn if we are to com- ? revolutionary right to dismem- 
pete on even terms with, the her or overthrow it.” 
enemy. 

But let.it be perfectly! clear 
that scientists ask no special 
privilege. To restore the prin- 
ciples of the Bill of Rights in 
all the processes of govern- 
ment is not to grant special 
privilege. To urge: a revision 
of our present faulty security 
system is not to seek special : 
privilege. • * - . A 

The great question now is 
whether our recent public be- ’ 
havior is a passing phase, or 
whether we propose -to change, 
our part of the free world until;: 
it becomes a replica of the . - 
captive world which opposes 1 
us. If we choose the latter, the ' 
struggle will be over, for it 
will then no longer matter 


JSSUT there is a vast differ- 
ence between the honest citizen 
who would change our system 
of ” government because he 
•thinks he has a better system 
— even when his acts border on 
the violent — and 'the person 
who is part of a foreign con- 
spiracy to wreck the nation. 
Regarding the latter we have 
no 'doubts and no hesitancy. If 
he is a citizen, he is a traitor. 
If he is a guest in the land, he 
is : a spy. In-either case he must 
be - ’ found out and dealt with 
according to his deserts. 

This alone, however, is not ft 
sufficient objective. We want 
to make It possible for a hum- 

- which-tyranny preva, 

What then’ should be mu7“' U ^thoua^f^owerfu - 
’ • men, we want decency in our 

national life. More than that, 
we want to establish an at- 
mosphere of trust and mutual 
confidence among our citizens. 
Our security system needs to 
have two objectives, one to get 
rid of our enemies .and . their 
adherents, and the. other to. eu- 
in the Government, who is Uk- | . ^rage support and protect 

'mg his orders from the krom- hon <f • loya / ** *** 

. - ,i-. work on matters thrat are 1m- 


objectives as we construct and* 
operate a system for examin- 
ing into the- loyalty of Gov- 
ernment servants and those 
who serve 'voluntarily on 
boards or committees?. 

In the first place, want f 
to throw the Communists out.T 
If there is. a man, of any rank \ 


portnnt for our safety and our. 


prosperity. 




% 


man was once a' fool, dc~ 


lln, we want to get rid of him 1 
promptly/If there is a teacher - • 
who is imparting to the -young 
principles^ which are , not iilsJ&S TT- 
oxvn but are dictated tp him by it JlF a 

the machinery of- the ;Cdmmui;|a v/c condemn him for life, or do 
mat party, we want!"!, scr !to| ! | we.let him prove that he has 
it that he stops tcaehir outgrown his folly? If we ex- 

"i ; bj cluditd from government and 

- 0 ir.t:nu- /which from othcr employment all 
who have sometimes been 


~ i,HERE is a point 
needs more disgUESiws. vye se-':* 
lleve in free speech a Avi a't'retf' 
press and that any rw.n'hnn a, 
right to express hi, honest 
opinions and ,to critic ze bia; : 
government'. i' '*>! 

We believe . with BcandeU,;- 
that "freedom to think as you' - 
.will and to speak as .yr-f think’ 
are means indispensable to the, 
discovery and- spread of politl- ■ 
cal truth; that, without free 
speech and assembly, discus- • 
sion would be fuliic: ? f it with, 
them, discussion ovdi- , 

narily adequate tVetion! i 

against the d is Hefei u litm Of 


foolish, we would not, have 
enough left to man our guns' 
or run our factories. But we 
are concerned here more par- 
ticularly with the man who 
once subscribed to or flirted 
with the Communist philos- 
ophy .and later, realizing his 
error, became a loyal citizen. 

There are all degrees of in-' 
volvemcnt, of course. We cer- 
tainly don't want to welcome 
with open arms, and introduce 
into sensitive spots, the man 
who professes sudden rcfoima- 
CContinucd on Page 421 
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• ■ {Continued from Page 381 

tion. But neither do we want 
to exclude permanently from 
the practice of his trade or-; 
..profession the man who did no 
more than attend a meeting of 
Communists out of curiosity 
. when he was ah adolescent. 

iHElbcst proof of a change, 

- of heart is loyal service, and >■ 
there qre plenty of places In; 
the Government where one can. 
. serve loyally without having 
access to military secrets. In ; 
the struggle with Russia 1 wo. 
shall need all the capable men 
we can muster. 

Quite ‘apart from the ques- 
tion of decent humanity, we 
cannot afford to waste our 
most precious resource: the . 
talents of our trained citizens. 
So, one object of our system 
should be to give the individ- 
ual about whom there is doubt 
a chance — a safe one, cer- 
tainly, but a path up instead of, 
down, and art opportunity to -, 
r emov e whatev er do ubt exist s. ' 
”'If - sT ne^'system ”is to- . beT 
built, there arc several princl-' 
pies to be kept in mind. A; 
considerable catalogue of them'. 
‘Is contained in . the Bill ofi; 
Eights. _■*=■ 

There seems to be a feeling - : - 
about that the Government , ■ 
does not impose a. penalty on ; a ij : 
person unless it!' fines him orh 
puts him in jail, and two' fat 
lacies have emerged from the ' 
confusion in this regard. It is- 
said that to work for the Gov- . 
ern'ment "is a privilege - ar.d.j 
therefore, that the Govermne:t‘.:' 
has a right to terminate one's-*- 
employment with it arbitra- 
ry- , ' 


r .t 

f 

\ - 


. HERE is no question oi'i 
privilege involved. When a cit- 
izen serves the Government he"' 
is paid a salary and presumably 
gives capable, honest' service 
In return. He has a duty to 
serve well and loyally. But the” 
Government also has a respon- 
sibility to avoid imposing hard- 
ship on any man who has 
served it faithfully, except or, 
proof of disloyalty, or for .rea- 
sons apart from those we arc, 
considering here, such as in- 
competence. i i 

If disloyalty is not:, proved 
but loyalty is doubted, .wc need . 
not rut off a man’s fsuppori ■ 
and place a stigma ton him 


that will make his employment 
elsewhere almost impossible. 

He can be shifted to an insen- 
sitive job with little difficulty 
and no danger. We have al- 
. ready damned for life too 
many humble employes of the 
Government merely because 
there was doubt or because 
our security system was too . 
clumsy to resolve it. 

In our courts we have a 
complex system of rules of 
evidence to protect a citizen 
against unwarranted . prosecu-'.^. 
lion, to expose liars, and to 
arrive at facts as far as is 
possible in the light of human 
frailties. Undoubtedly we have 
at times carried this system to 
extremes and hobbled our pro- 
cedure unnecessarily. But the 
system has evolved as a result 
of a thousand years of expe- 
rience. and we should not 
abandon it lightly. 

Wk cannot carry it all over 
Into loyalty procedures with- 
out.. . rende rinET-.thcm . cu mber- 
some., St’illf such procedures '’ 
place a man in jeopardy — not, 
to be sure, of life or limb, but 
of his good name, which may 
be more precious; and, there- 
fore, the best advice of men 
learned in the law should^be 
obtained if we are' to have' a 

t sound and fair system embody-' 

:ing: the safeguards that have "~* 
been; found essential for wise 
judgments.- 

| have had, recently, some 
very- striking and dishearten- 
ing examples of how far an 
unscrupulous liar can go and 
the harm he can do when pro- - -* 
ceedings are loose and infor- 
mal, and he does not have to 
rur. the gantlet of vigorous 
cross-examination. 

The Bill of. Rights says that 
s man shall not be twice 
placed in jeopardy for the 
same ' offense,. In our loyalty-' 
system there is no finality. 
Important men who could con- 
tribute much to the nation’s . 
real security have’ found it 
necessary time after time to 
go through the same rigmarole,, 
tilling out forms, appearing 
beiore loyalty boards, reassur- 
ing their neighbors that con- 
stant inquiry does not neces- 
sarily mean they are subver- 
sive..; . - 

■ iinme liavo also had to spend 

{Continued on Page 44 ) 
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pj^hnued front' i for//? -C 
own money, tirfus a 
^ time, merely defend).n«: t 



selves against illifpiintled at- 
tacks. This has notigeneraitv 
been the “ ’ ' '* w 1 
dence 
been 
clumsy 

steeped in confusion, 
man is cleared 
stay cleared unless 
new and pertinent 
that he. should j 


he has; n^-strohg enough t . 
I as.: to warrant setting aH the ‘ r/ 
jnarKlnery.t;of. J the courts in ' ; ; --'i 

>• nidtiom •' 
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Do we still subsen^feto that wS^liP^ig’upVof- men vrf.o 

do*we°thfck^t ,:? ^«^ ° r ’ to ahyoffi- 

do we think It is not^jeopardy I ciaKwh'o ]may mike.: charges 

when a man majt^^tion; i. , be 

reputation and frHcn^bocau.sc sup^t^ana^prottiled in Its 
Of the acts of his Oov*rmru?nf T i *\- 


.'our system to date 'has • ticca ; Juries; are selected 

that it has been used for, >piu> t : fi ' ,, m^^ l ''generai body of citl- 
and for thought control? Whol-' ^Miw;'wiiich-w6uW be a reason- 
ly unsupported charges ilodged" V \ 

' mainly for spite have been eii-{? ! ' 

• tertained .seriously and made ■ 
the basis' for action 'when ti 
proper court would have com- 
. pietely disregarded them.? 

The matter of thought con- 
trol has been ‘ more subtle 'and .. 

■ more disastrous. Apparently [’ 
the argument goes something . 
like this: A man . .expressed P 
opinions contrary to ; those. j 
which have been accepted as a 4- j 
Government policy? Perhaps j ’ 
he did so in the interests of? I jjj-sj 
Russia. We shall, therefore, f 
examine; whether his opinions* 
were sound. What a travesty! 




' 74 : 

•vr ; 


■I;,- 

f": 


on the ideals of free speech! 1 
And I am not writing .mere-] 

Of thnf hn.m V-Lh — * ''ill 


i ® b, c -And democratic way' of- vf*. y 
, sharing thef burden. No ma-# ? :y 

chinery: pf trial .should move' : 

uilaSs; I here : are serious i . .' 


ly of cases, that have beien in * v, '‘-A- -Af-.. '**’■ ow**vuo 
I have In Imind ! V by 


evidence ih the opinion of such 
"■ If this had 

eeti a- part) of our system in 

,if«n* ' ' v 


the headlines. 

cases of a number of person's ? 
that received no publicity. My 

information about them! is .p Cr .. t 'M^W' Q f 

fragmentary, and I could prove : . -i 8 * number 

nothing; for- they.. ffltism : ^ c *“ ed n # - ■' 

surrounded with all thgiparti:* ! W never hay e got \ . : • 

; pbemalia of secrecyithey have-' ’" 1 A' ' ■ ])' 

<t<^bwnjghei8ubioct.nf-«:tnr.chVtvi. | ^g ? !ijai«>^ > _ ‘ 

f Tsr'piaisaa^-* \l £SS S ?y* , ? f ^ 

j But I believe there! has -b&ri^ neht to ita employes is a dif- • • 

j. • Altogether too much thought ' > "rent - matter than its rela- 1; 

j control of this kind; .for if it, 'ions to citizens at large. It \i 

, has been practiced in the' fuil^j. n ; . ' in some ways, comparable t 

j light of day, as it has, we may. j- to its relation to men in uni- 

I SUrO it hfl Q hoon nvnAi'lAA 1 ’ f/t i*rv> fPViAA/v . — _ a i 
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. - » in um- 

be. sure it has been practiced*] form. There are a dependence 

far more.in secret— sometimes^ aud 0:1 agreement -.under, which 

on no better ground than that;. i b . th ihe menJand the Govern- 
. a man’s arguments regardingM m ent Have obligations and r e - 
pohey have been found incon-’f'j Sponsibllities. ’ 

M ^ Cn ^ i When ’a soldier- is subjected 

V i^iTto co;jrt ; m.-irtiai’ the Govern- 

OW I do not Intend to pre-'i ”* rr-'-nt iurni^^cs;him with cotin- 
scribe an ideal system. I hope'l,:| Ii r n3er'the present loyalty 
very much that a fully compc~J ^ a man who is accused 

tent board will be ^iveh the defend himself at his 


tv 

! f v. . 

j 

' t US- ■ ft. 

- ! f\S 


MIC .. ’ 

task of doing so before niore w ^own expense. When our sys- 
harm is done. But I Have timee 1 f i- 15 revised this burden 
suggestions in that direction, - should be lifted. The accused 
In the practice of criminal ■, sf, ould be furnished with vig- 
law we have grand juries. - or °us and capable counsel and" 
They arc part of our heritage. sh°uld have wide latitude in 
from the long struggle of the its sclecUon. He can -then add . 
past against arbitrary power. his own counsel if he sees fit. 
Their power is to protect the -i Such a provision would ac- 
individual against -capricious'! : 'i compllsh a number of things, 
acts on the part of govern-.ii' It would protect the man who 
ment officials. Before a Dtsfv'. Ls without resources and to 
trict Attorney can jail a manV. - whom his' job rnny.be highly 
and force him to defend hfm-p! important. It would put’ an 
self in court against serious-']; end to the absurdity of pre- 
charges. he must have him ih-jg? venting ah accused man or his 
dieted. And no indictment wili ; counsel from seeing some of 


k ' 
V- 

■'t 


■ . . _ -• * i. .■ = : - . •• ovmij' 50111 , Ol 

l>e returned unless the District , the evidence because it is 
Attorney can convince a grand ■ "classified." This would be no 
jury, made up of the man’s' . ( Continued on Page i 1) 
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-Ph ibtains..' Courts,' 
propurly, retrain from 


pf mere ly decent -ana 
*additU.n to positive «na- 

* chiacry for detecting an 
■ eluding dlutoya I. persons in 
midst, chore should be equally 
positive means for insuring 
that syrtem is not used for 
» improper r urj'mses— for spite, 
for th.'u: S )-t control, or for 
political ;idv{ir»,tiS'** , 

A. grand jury can report 
to a court, and often does, if it 
believes prosecuting officers 
are • viola* -hK the law. An 
* emiiv.'iSo ti of iha grand jury 

s; : 0 uh> o corresponding ■ 

oppor-i • ■ coiViioctlon with 
loyalty i oo< lures. And ft 
should re -ort to the top in 
such inf.it- nee 3— to the supe- 
rioi-s of ffe offending official 
as manv rtepr removed as the 
,f circumstance;- and the gravity 
of the offense warrant, In its 
opinion. : The public would then 
have some assurance that the 
' practice, under Ihe^ system is 

— ■ A .% \v 

O. \J 

<Q P 

^ I have said has 

• to do with the security system 
j employed in the Executive 
i branch of. government. What 
> committees uf Congress do 13 
] up to Coagre.53 and, in the last 
1 analysts, fin io the public opin- 
ion i 

entering into questions of how 
Congress conducts its business, f 
Bur if the Executive branch i 
has a really effective system j 
in 1 opera tii m and has cleaned j 
its ho use, ;l‘iye will be few ■ 
specific cases to which Con- ■ . 
gross cun usefully direct its j. 
attention. We may then arrive !’ 
at a situation tn which Con- j- 
gress examines only into the ; 
mariner in which the Executive i 
branch is. operating, instead of i 
attempting, in an exceedingly' ! 
cumbersome and defective 1 ' . 

• meniVT Ur: . examination of ! :- v 

individual cases, ; which should ; 
be prompt!'; . an>i effectively f • 
JiaedJi<L.bv- c'svstem deslirned . - 

. u^ , t^^r^r^*fr r 

I ' r ;; 

.1. , ii l.ni lias apparently ■ 
lurn<sd. We >are much more 
sane ,md less hysterica! than < 
a year ago. We are gradually • • 
becoming more reasonable in . 
our approach to the problem ’ 
of subversives; But there is a 
danger here. Public' opinion in 
this country sometimes swings ■ • (l 
to ii:rl ronies witness the great , 
Prohibition experiment. • 

As the tide turns, ; we should 1 
be on ’no fdert to see that it ; 
docs not swing too far and 
leave us complacent. We stilt, ; 
no dc-iibt.'.have some Comrnu- ; 
nists in our midst; and we still 
need to be vigilant in finding . 

■ and ivinoving them from 
pir.r.a s itl i'ust in government [ 
and industry. , . . t 

lt ;s fime for a new system, : 
one that 3trihes a proper bal- 
. anec, seeking out and remov- 
ing enemy sympathizers who 
are doing 1 !!? .harm, but offer- ;• 
mg i e.-sc-n” Ole ' protection to r 
the ir.r 'cetit an dees so; one 

• that " dl i: ; decent and just 
' and that win net itself subvert 
. those ancient rights of .man 

which an: the csser.ce of his 

llhprt t* ' : ! 

■i-'"'. i a ! 
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SCORES SPACE PL£2C 
Dr. Vannevar Bush, who 
criticized effort to -place 
man in space as “a stunt.*’ 


ASTRONAUT PLAN prg 5 $g &&5 

„|lig behind .to such an extent 


TERMED A ‘STUN 


BusliSays Project Has Littfo 
Value— Sees ‘Confusion-' 

• in the Missile'ProWa’ri 


i , at we. might he overwhelmed 
' afore We could retaliate.’’ 

"He suggested that a concen- 
trated effort be made to Improve 
lit precision 1 nnd, reliability of 
ohg- range,. ballistic missiles as 
vr! ! as to" develop a defensive 
y * tn- against these missiles. 
,'i r mJutiomof this latter prob. 
cm 'may topic to be impossible 
in t te face of it,”, he- said, "but 
eed to remember that, soon 
_ " the war;' the attainment of 

the current effort to place a precision* in nr.'' intercontinental 
man in space as "a stunt” with ballistic missile appeared equally 
little scientific or military ir.i 1 -difficult. > 


SpcCill to Tt]» Now Yerlt Tim*.-. 


WASHINGTON April 8 ‘‘ p ;,J 

Vann evar Bush ^-nas ‘ criticise cT aft-;- 


portance. 


Organization Stressed 


The chajge/watji^made In. a [ '• If the United ISUtes has fallen 
broad indiptfnentof the" nation’s I behind the Soviet Union in de- 
space program 'thXOthe not^d ; v «l"Pmenf;of ; misailes, he said 
scientist made la^VnoiifJiiinia 
tatement to the HousjvCom- i ijrilliant, but' because 


mittee on Science and.;Asf)4- 
nautics. The statement was 
made public today by. the. com- 
mittee. - V '-s f f ? fc. 

Dr. Bush, now . chairman jof 
the Board of Governors ; nfjtke 
Massachusetts Institute of Tc:h- 
nology, headed the Of Ora .if! 
Scientific Research land Dove 
opment during World -War (JL 
He had sharp words of criticism 1 
for the space program, winch 
he contended was-. .being 1 over- 
emphasized, and . the tail ii. • 
missile program, which he .-laid 
had been "fulj of confusion, in 
the past’ ten years.” ■ But at 
the same time he presented re 


assuring views on’ 
jptissile strength - * 


”we are 
not 'organized as well as we 
might be for military effort 
during a 'period of relative 
pence.” • V 
! Or. Bush said there was too 
much ' “huilabaloo” over' the 
propaganda '.aspects of the 
sp ice. program. He said Soviet 
achievements in -space had 
"hurt our pride,’,’ and had “done 
some good in shaking us out 
of our smugness, but I do not 
think i it: has • done ’ us a great 
d- al of Injury .in our relations 
v/.th the hesitant nations of the 
world.” . ■ ' 

■ . (Doubts Scientific Value 
He. also charged that space 


; . ii ■ j 

Belittles Missile Gap:; fj. :.)i 

While emphasizing "that lithe 
{military aspects of. -apace iwere 
’"of supreme • importance, -.Pri 
Bush said, he was -"not one .wito 
is terrified by the. So-called wish 
site. gap.” .1’ f, 

"The risk of enemy : ?,tta:h is 
not - greatly', /influenced 
whether we are -slightly ; 
or behind in the race," h 


.t h e_, s pvjc ti research-arid., exploration, was 
" being ' "overwhelmed” '' at the 
sacrifice of ; other fields of sci- 
entific research on earth . that 
were, -more important. 

- Ast-an’’ example, he sajd: 
"Putting’ man in -space is a 
siuhtrthe man can do no morel j 
than an instrument, in fact can 1 ‘ 
c o"-, less;.. The- days when; men 
v ilk bcr« in ■ space for, long peri- 


reactions r . and potential onera-i* 
tions.” . ’ ’ ■ • : ! 

The ,70-year-old scientist said 
that some of the, futuristic pro- 
posals for space projects were 
simple unadulterated absurd- 
ity," which ."blithely Ignore 
some of the aimple 'laws "ofrl ‘ 
physics.”- . 

"Let us' by all means look 
forward in every way and not 
neglect the fact that man may 
some day even cease to be en- 
tirely dependent for his contin- 
ued existence upon this earth of 
ours,” he said. "But let us not 
go crazy about It." . 


oj’jf-du. and for/ varied purposes aref ! 
i h ad ! ? far-off /'that' ,we need not i 
a do- 1 iirryi ofi -fohe'iaspect^ of- their » 
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V ANNEV AR'BUSH 


REPORTING OFFICE | 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

investigative period 


BALTIMORE 

BUREAU 

11/5/65 

11/5/65 


TITLE OF CASE 

| REPORT MADE BY 

j TYPED BY 


IC 


CHARAt 


-b7C 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


mmm 


REFERENCES: • 



New York airtel to WFO, 11/2/65; 

New York teletype to Bureau, 11/5/65. 


-RUC- 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 


Appointee's 0-2 file X8ll55^7, made available 
for review by Col. ARTHUR R. BLOW, CO, USACKF, Ft. Holabird, 
Md. 
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Ul^ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF^STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy fo: 

Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office File #: 
Title: 


IC 


N OVEMBER *57 1 9bb 

V 

BA 161-1803 
VANNEVAR BUSH 


Office: BALTIMORE 


Bureou File #: 


b6 

b7C 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


S * n °p sis: Review of G-2 files reflects no unfavorable 

information. 

-RUC- 

DETAILS: 

AT BALTIMORE. MARYLAND 

The files of G-2, U. S. Army Counterintelligence 
Records Facility, Foi*t Holabird, made available by a 
representative of that agency were reviewed on November 5* 

1965. These files reflect that the appointee was granted 
a "Secret" clearance on November 23, 1953 based on his 
appointed position as Director of Merck and Company, Inc,, 
Rahway, New Jersey. ' No Investigation was conducted by 
the Army during this period concerning the appointee, 

G-2 files further reflect that the appointee 
was the subject of a background investigation conducted 
by the Department of Defense based on the appointee 1 s 
position as the Consultant with the Office, Chief of - 
Ordnance, The Pentagon, Washington, D. C. This investi- 
gation was completed on May 39* 1957* during which no 
unfavorable information was developed concerning the appointee. 

Based on the results of the above investigation, 
the appointee was granted a "Secret" clearance on February 
2, 1959. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



BA 161-1803 


TheBe files further reflect that the appointee 
was the subject of a favorable National Agency Check 
completed on January 21, 1958, based on appointee’s 
proposed appointment to the Civilian Advisory Group at 
the Army War College, National Strategy Seminar. 


G-2 files contain no additional pertinent 
information concerning the appointee. 
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A &** 


PLAINTEXT 


TELETYPE 




11 / 5/65 


URGENT 


TO SAC ST. LOUIS 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

0 ' ' - 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

RE YOUR AIRTEL TO WASHINGTON FIELD NOVEMBER TWO, LAST. 
FURNISH DETAILS CONCERNING “DECLARATION OF APPOINTEE" 
SECTION OF SF DASH 3IXTYDNE DATED NOVEMBER TWENTY, ONE NINE 
FIVE THREE, WHICH BUSH REFUSED TO EXECUTE. IF NECESSARY, 
FURNISH COPIES OF APPROPRIATE FORMS. 

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY. 


Tolson . 


Belmont . 
Mohr 


DHY: EGP 
( 3 ) 


DeLoach . 
Casper . 


Callahan . 






teletype //n> ^ 


mail roomL 


TELETYPE UNIT 









' 'N> " ’ - .. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUS' A 

COMMUNICATIONS SECS 
NOV IS 1965 

TELETYPE 

FBI ST LOUIS 
FBI WASH DC 

U - 16 AM EST URGENT 11-5-65 JXM 

TO ST LOUIS 

FROM DIRECTOR IP 

VANNEVAR BUSK, SPECIAL INQUIRY.. 

RE YOUR AIRTEL TO WASHINGTON FIELD NOVEMBER TWO, LAST, 
FURNISH DETAILS CONCERNING "DECLARATION OF APPOINTEE" 
SECTION OF SF DASH SIXTYONE DATED NOVEMBER TWENTY, ONE NINE 
FIVE THREE, WHICH BUSH REFUSED TO EXECUTE. IF NECESSARY, 
FURNISH COPIES OF APPROPRIATE FORMS. 

HANDLY IMMEDIATELY. 

END AND ACK PLS 
SL...GED Y" 

FBI ST LOUIS 
TU CLR^ 




REFERENCE: New York airtel 11/2 and teletype 11/3/65. 


- RUC - 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

No credit or criminal checks were made as there is no indication 
that BUSH spent any time in Connecticut other than receipt of 
honorary degrees which normally consume one day. 
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unWed states department of justice 

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


b6 

b7C 


Copy fo: 


Report of: SAl 

Dote: Novemc 


Office: NEW HAVEN 


Field Office File #: 161—691 


Bureau File t: 


VANNEVAR BUSH 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: BUSH received honorary LLD at commencement exercises 

Yale University, New Haven, Conn., 6/8/42; also received 
honorary degree Doctor of Science Trinity College 
1946. 


- RUC - 


DETAILS: 


Honorary Degrees 


I I Woodbridge 

Hall, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, advised that 
VANNEVAR BUSH was awarded an honorary LLD degree from 
Yale University at commencement exercises on June 8, 1942. 

She stated it was presented by the late President CHARLES 
SEYMOUR who advised at the exercises that BUSH was 
awarded the degree as outstanding among scientific leaders 
of the nation, devoting .knowledge and administrative genius 
to the services at a moment when victory depends upon the 
imaginative use of scientific skill, Yale University confers 
the degree of Doctor of Laws and Letters and admitted him 
to all its rights and privileges.. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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_v -a - .* * 
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VWhsv. 

•?vr\ ^ ; 


.r NH 161-691 •• 


• r • *,'A > .♦• , 


'The following investigation was conducted by SA EDWARD 
WHALEN: , •' v"; •"• ' j • ‘ .. ..-A:' 


•’ <, Dr . A^pyRT ^^^ CQB-S, President,. Trinity College,, A ' ■ /..A . 

\ -Har t’J! UTU /’ , advised on November 4, 1965 A that A. 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Science was conferred-.' 

... by Trinity Col lege oh- -Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH of 1304 Marsh, 

4 Belmont , Massachusetts/, at the commencement exercises " / V 
y oi r the College in June, 1946. ' / - , ’ ’ ' . •: v.\- V 

: Dr. JACOBS stated ; that he was not associated. with V' \ 

Trinity College at the above time bu t . has ' conf err 
v- ^ " with Dri BUSH on several occasions and highly '\reg^W Mp ^ . 
him. as a -man of exemplary character ; in. all respects^^^J|?fc^ : 
•A H e stated that he is widely, regarded as one -of- the readihgf > ' “ 
'- scientists of this period. .* A / v v J: r 
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Mr. Talson.. 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


' / •>' 

F/B 1 

Date: ' 11/5/65 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


( Priority ) 


raflvv 


T<!;. !! 
I' ; f 


"t: 


. i •* 

> //'.] 
* f :■{ r 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (161-2081) RUC : f 

SUBJECT: VANNEVAR mJSH -• // ^ 

spi • w- -■ 

Buded: H/ 8/65 . ; . • 

T , Bureau air tel, .10/25/65; WFO airtel to . 

St. Louis 11/1/65; St. Louis airtel to .WFO, 11/2/65,: : • ' 

T 1 ? A/Ic r>k o? ir J el J tG WFOj 11 ' / 2/6 ! ? - Bucaau tftlfttvnP i-.n WFO, 

11/Q'o 5; St. Louis report of icj | 

dated 11/4/65; and Bureau teletype to St. Louis, II/ 5 / 65 . 

Enclosed ■ herewith to the .Bureau are copies of 
following documents as obtained from appointee * s personnel 
records at the Federal Records Center, St. Louis, Mo.:- ' 

\ t • 

dated 11/20/53^^ F ° rm ( A PP°intment Affidavits), 

Appointee «s letter to Dr. ALAN T. WATERMAN, 
dated 11 / 20 / 53 ; . 

Standa rd Form 64 (Office Memorandum) from 
|to ALAN T. WATERMAN, dated 12/9/53; and 

10 /n/eo ALAN T * WATERMAN* s letter to appointee, dated l 

7 7 l 

No further invesjjg&tion being conducted at 
^ a 4r5^ lOU "^' ^ ^ Mo, » no ad $^^ al re P or> t being submitted, 

-T> ' ■ .nMATflSOTE ATTACHEgV L/-¥ 


■ / 

. 

iL 



■ "ENCLOSi 

- Bureau (Enel. 4) 

1 04- r ^ <J t lit-r* 


1 - St. Louis 
JOE :bam 
(2) 


TnSKfti 
^ r 


NOT RECORDEI 
!€ JAN 8r1& 


% 9 a« t!f & 




'SffcciaJj 


Sent 


Jit fn/C (forge 




PO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

PROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (l6l-208l) RUC 


3UBJ: VANNEVAR BUSH 

> SPI 

Buded: 11/8/65 _ 

Enclosed are copies of records obtained from 
subject's personnel file at Federal Records Center, SLMO. 
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DEC 1 i 135c: 


Dr. vasinevar Bush 
President 

Carnegie Institution of Washington 
loth and P Streets, «*>■/. , 

Washington, 2* c. 

Dear Van* 

I appreciate the ccErcents in year letter da tod November 20, 
1953 regarding the formalities of your appeinfauent to the Advisory 
Conmitbc-a on the Influence of &rverrr.:ent-pinanced Research and 
Dovelc-piscnt on Colleges and Universities. 

-In-accogdaitco^wlth-yoar^^ishes, yam, appo intme nt to th e ^ 

advisor;/ co merit too is it?ado on a without compensation basis. 

, • . Sincerely yours. 


Alan ?. terrain 
Director 

Enclosure 

LPDsvh 

ll-2l*-53 

WJH 

WFH 

CE3 



'* Rscord of :no /. S. : 

Part of a record group in c. c 
the Fcjersl Records Cooler, G. S. A., SI 
f-ouis, Missouri - Certified a true copy. 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
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Office Memorandum ‘ 


TO 


PKOM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

date: December 9 , 1953 

b6 

b7C 


SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OF DR. VANNEVAR BUSH TO ADVISORY COMMUTES ON THE INFLUENCE OF 

GOVERNMENT -FINANCED RESEARCH AND' DEVELOPMENT ON COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 


This is in reply to your request that I comment on Dr. Bush's statement 
that he would prefer to serve on the Advisory Committee without a formal appointment. 

As you know, the conflicts of interest statutes are designed to prevent 
the problems which arise in connection with persons working for or advising the 
government who have conflicting interests because of continued relations with 
private organizations of various kinds. There are numerous exceptions from the 
conflict of interest statutes necessitated by the fact that it is often in the 
interest of the. government to employ or receive advice from persons who do maintain 
some such affiliations. Hot: ever, in order that the existence of these conflicts 
of interest can be recognized and evaluated, and in order not to give the appearance 
of avoiding the application of the conflicts of interest statutes, which are drafted 
in terms of "persons employed by the government 1 ” , it is important to formalize rela- 
tions 1 with the government which might conceivably involve a conflict of interest 
situation. While there can be no question of Dr. Bush's integrity or of his ability 
to deal with an y conflicting interests he may have, as a matter of general" policy 
it- would be undesirable for the government tb~ perrrat^inf oraal^vTXD~arranggme*n’trs — of 
the type that he suggests in his letter. 



In the case of the Advisory Committee, there is another reason for a 
formal appointment. As we have discussed, it may be desirable to request security 
clearance for the members of the committee, in which case a formalized relationship. 1 
would appear to be a necessary condition precedent. 


1 



i 
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CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON 

1530 P STREET, NORTHWEST 
WASHINGTON 5, D. C. 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


November 20, 1953 


Dr. Alan T. Waterman, 

National Science Foundation, , r 

Washington 25, D.C. . 1310 

. b7C 

Dear Alan: 

I am sorry to find that membership on 

committee involves a formal appointment, for I have taken 
some satisfaction in the statement that I have no official 
connection with government at the present time. However I 
judge it is unavoidable, and certainly I have no objection 
to talcing an oath, since I have taken oaths of allegiance 
many times. I do object to the other statements on the oath, 
but this is not the time to go into the basis for my ob- 
jection. Hence, I have signed the oath and I return it. 

- — On- bhe-o t h e r -han dy -I— do-no t- wi-s h-t o-b e- paid-and- wilrl — 

accept no remuneration. Neither do X wish to be reimbursed 
for travel expenses if any occur. If the appointment could 
be made without the formalities in the light of the fact that 
I do not wish to have reimbursement, I would much prefer the 
informal arrangement which. I have had in other connections. 
This would enable me to retain my complete independence. How- 
ever I realize you have to handle this in accordance with the 
rules. 

Cordially yours, 



. Bush. 
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STANDARD FORM 61 (REVISED AUGUST 1949) 
PROMULGATED BY CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
FEDERAL PERSONNEL MANUAL 


APPOINTMENT AFFIDAVITS 

IMPORTANT. — Before swearing to these appointment affidavits, you should read and understand the 
v attached information for appointee 


tio nal Sc i en c e Foun dati on 

(Department or agency) 


(Bureau or division) 


V/ashin^ton,_„D 

(Place of employment) 


I, .Y.?.nnevar„Bush. do solemnly swear (or affirm) that — 

A. OATH OF OFFICE 

I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and . 
domestic ; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same ; that I take this obligation freely 
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion ; that I will well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am about to enter, SO HELP ME GOD. 

B. AFFIDAVIT AS TO SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY AND AFFILIATION 

I am not a Communist or Fascist. I do not advocate nor am I a member of any organization 
that advocates the overthrow of the Government of the United States by force or violence or other 
unconstitutional means or seeking by force or violence to deny other persons their rights under the 
Constitution of the United States. I do further swear (or affirm) I will not so advocate, nor will 
I become a member of such organization during the period that I am an employee of the Federal 
Government. 

C. AFFIDAVIT AS TO STRIKING AGAINST THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

I am not engaged in any strike against the Government of the United States and that I will not 
so engage while an employee of the Government of the United States; that I am not a member of 
-an-organization. of-Government.emplQy.ees^that.asserisJLhe Tight tp_strike against the Govern ment 
of the United States, and that I will not, while a Government employSeTbecome a member of such 
an organization. 

D. AFFIDAVIT AS TO PURCHASE AND SALE OF OFFICE 

I have not paid, or offered or promised to pay, any money or other thing of value to any person, 
firm or corporation for the use of influence to procure my appointment. 


eo preertr"* 


November 20 , 195 3 » 

(Dote of entrance on duty) 



Subscribed and sworn before me this 


a 


is 


day of 


[seal] 


A. D. 19/X; 


■ -4, 




(Signature of 






My corr,immrL expires March 31 195,4 

NOTE. — If the oath is taken before a Notary Public the date of expiratiqp. of his commission should 


bo 
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REFERENCE : New York airtel, dated 11/2/65 . 

New York teletype, dated 11/3/65* 

-RUC- 
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Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


Field Office File No.: l6l-260 



Office: Buffalo, Hew York 


Bureau File No.: 


VANNEVAR BUSH 


Character: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 


VANNEVAR BUSH received Honorary Doctor of Laws 
Degree from the University of Buffalo, Buffalo, 
Hew York, on October 4, 1946. 


-RUC- 


De tails 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


On November 4, 1965 J I 

I Office of the Chancellor, state 
University of New York at Buffalo, furnished 
the following information: 

According to University records, VANNEVAR 
BUSH, on October 4, 1946, was conferred with an 
Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree from Dr. SAMUEL P. 
CAPEN, Chancellor of the University of Buffalo 
which was the name of this institution before it 
became the State University of New York at Buffalo. 


TftiS document contains neither recommendation, nor conclusion, of the FBI. It 1* the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; it and 

ite contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAt BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




REPORTING OFFICE 

PHILADELPHIA 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

DATE 

11/6/65 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

11/5/65 

TITLE OF CASE _ 

0 

VANNEVAR BUSH 

REPORT MADE BY 

JOHN J. MURRAY 

TYPED BY 

JJM 

CHARACTER OF CASE 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


REFERENCE 

NY airtel WFO 11/2/65 
- RUC - 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: JOHN J. MURRAY 

Date: NOVEMBER 6, 1965 

Field Office File #: l6l~915 

Title: VANNEVAR BUSH 


Office-. PHILADELPHIA 


Bureau File #: 


Character: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


SynopsU: Dr . BUSH awarded honorary Doctor of Laws degree by 

University of Pennsylvania in 1942. 


Details: 


AT PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


- RUC - 


MISCELLANEOUS 
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l unlversity 

of Pennsylvania, advised on November 5 j 1965 > that University 
records no longer contain the name of the individual who 
recommended Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH for the honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree that was awarded him by the University of Penn- 
sylvania in 1942 with the accompanying citation: 

"VANNEVAR BUSH - Electrical Engineer, now Presi- 
dent of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, 
you were previously professor, Vice-President 
and Dean for many years at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. As chairman of the Joint 
Committee on New Weapons and Equipment of the 
General Staff of the Army and Navy, you are 
responsible for higher strategy in the offensive 
war effort of the United States. As chairman of 
the National Defense Research Commission, you 
organized the civilian resources in chemistry, 
physics and engineering, and when the Office of 
Scientific Research and Development was formed to 
take over these fields and others, notably medicine. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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"you became its first director, an office which 
you still hold. Your life has been devoted to 
research and administration, and the fruits of 
your wisdom and experience are now aiding your 
country in a dark hour.” 


| | said he had made a thorough and complete search ^6 

of the records of the Archivist, .Secretary of the Corporation, ^ 7r , 
and the Office of the President of this University and had 
found nothing additional concerning Dr. BUSH and that no one 
with them now would remember anything at all concerning the 
circumstances that surrounded his being awarded the honorary 
degree on June 2, 19^2. 
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4^44 PM EST URGENT 11-6-65 
TO DIRECTOR 
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VANNEVAR BUSH, SPI, BUDED NOV. EIGHT NEXT. 


“REWFOTEL TO TAMPA, NOV. FIVE LAST. 


ACQUAINTED WITH APPLICANT AT CARNEGIE INSTITUTION, 
WDC, FROM ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY EIGHT TO NINETEEN FIFTY SIX. 

HAS HIGHEST ADMIRATION FOR APPLICANT AND CONSIDERS APPLICANT 
EXCELLENT AND FIRST CLASS PERSON IN ALL RESPECTS. CHARACTER, 
LOYALTY AND ASSOCIATES OF APPLICANT UNQUESTIONABLE. 

REPORT FOLLOWS. • 
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REPORTING OFFICE 

TAMPA 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN ^ 

BUREAU 

DATE 

11/6/65 

| INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

11/6/65 

TITLE OF CASE „ 


REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 

ts 

VAKNEVAR BUSH 


SA ROBERT C 

. SMITH 

mw 


CHARACTER OF CASE 




SPI 




REFERENCE: WFO teletype to Tampa, 11/5/65. 

- RUC - 
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U^'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF^^STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SA ROBERT C. SMITH 
November 6, 1965 


Field Office File #: 161-208 


Office: Tampa 


Bureau File #: 


VANNEVAR BUSH 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Associated with 

applicant at ua rnegie inst.i tut ion T Washington, 
D.C. from about \ I Has highest 

admiration for applicant and considers applicant 
excellent and first-class person in all respects 
Character, loyalty and associates unquestionable 

- RUC - 


| | advised on November 6, 1965, that he has been 

acquainted with annlirant at HampgiP Institution, Washington, 
D.C., from about T l and has the highest admiration 

for the applicant! He considers the applicant excellent and 
a first-class person in all respects, and his character, 
loyalty and associates to be unquestionable. 

He advised that anything the applicant does, he will 
do it exceptionally well and that he would not heatate to 
recommend the applicant for employment with the U. S. Government 
in a position of trust and confidence. 


- 1 * - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI- It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL bureau of investigation 


w:: 


REPORTING OFFICE 

WASHINGTON FIELD 


TITLE OF CASE 

o 

VANNEVAR BUSH 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN j 

BUREAU 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


11 / 8/65 


10 / 27/65 - 11 / 8/65 





Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


Request Reed. 


Dale Fwd. 


How Fwd. 





COVER PAGE 
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D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Office: Washington, D. C. 


Bureau File #•. 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 

Employment, The Carnegie Institution of Washington and 
Department of State, and Position of Regent with 
Smithsonian Institution, verified. Personnel, White 
House, advised appointee has not entered on duty. Credit 
and police checks negative. Passport record set forth. 
HCUA files revealed BUSH testified in 1954 in hearings 
before Atomic Energy Commission, Personnel Security Board, 
in matter of J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER. ONI revealed BUSH 
in 1957 objected to completing additional security 
questionnaires for clearance at MIT and authority granted 
to issue him "Top Secret" clearance. CSC and CIA 
nothing additional. No record OSI and Secret Service. 

- P - 


Copy to: 

Report of: 

Dale: 

Field Office File #: 16J-3359 

Title: VANNEVAR BUSH 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned t 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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WFO 161-3359 


EMPLOYMENTS 


The Carnegie Instifut 
1530 P Street. N.W. 


ion of Washington (CIW) 


0™ W^^omKor R 1965, | 

CIW, advised the personnel records' 
ot the Institution verified that the appointee served as 
President of the Institution from November 1., 1939, until 
December 31, 1955, when he retired. He added that the 
appointee has served as a trustee of the Institution since 
1958, but the exact date that he became a trustee was not 
indicated in the records. | | stated that he was 

not employed at the Institution during the period the* 
appointee served as President , but he has since met him on-, 
a number of occasions in Washington, D.C., and knows that 
he enjoys an excellent personal and professional reputation.. 
He remarked that the appointee has contributed a great .deal 
to the progress of the United States in the scientific field 
and he considers him to be a person of excellent character 
and a loyal and patriotic American. ' He added that nothing 
has ever come to his attention that would cause him to 
question the appointee's associates or personal habits and 
he highly recommended him for a position of trust with the 
Government . 


On November 5, 1965, | 

CIW, advised he first met the appointee ini land 

has seen him four or five times a year since that time and 
has also had social contact with him. He remarked that Dr. 
BUSH has had an outstanding career an d enjoys an exc ellent 
personal and professional reputation. | | advised 

the appointee is a very outspoken person and never hesitates 


-2- 
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to question other scientists when he feels they are mistaken 
on a particular theory or judgement. He said the appointee 
has been cleared for access to sensitive material through 
the years on many occasions, had worked on the development of 
the atomic bomb, and also h$d been Head of the Office of 
qoioni-ifip Pogoa-roV. an d Development for a number of years. 

stated that in his opinion, Dr. BUSH has done 
more for his country -than 9.87. of the. citizens, and he has 
demonstrated his loyalty and patriotism many times. ■ He added 
that the- appointee has a wonderful ability to foresee important 
•things of the future and- had developed an analytic machine 
many years ago which was forejaiaoex of the present analogue 

computers. According to I the appointee !s 

morals, character, and associates are. above reproach, and 
he highly re commended him for a position of trust with the 
Governm ent . | I stated that the present I I 

I ciW. Dr'. CARYL P. HASKINS, had worked with the appointee 
in the Office of Scientific Research and Development,, and has 
been closely acquainted with him for many years . 

On November 5, 1965, 

^ | CIW, advised sn^came to the Institution 

in | l and was acquainted closely with the appointee from 
that . time until he retired in December, 1955. She recalled 
that | | a number of his speeches and drafts for 

his book, "Modern Arms and Free Men"., She stated that she 
considers Dr. BUSH to be a very fine person and knows that 
he has enjoyed an outstanding reputation in his field and as 
an individual. She remarked that she feels the appointee is 
devoted to the best interests of the United States and has 
demonstrated this devotion through his service to his country 
on numerous occasions. She highly recommended Dr. BUSH' for a 
position of trust with the Government. ’ 


- 3 - 
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| | stated that she could suggest no one 

else presently employed with th e Institution who was acmiai nted w 

the armointee. She stat ed that I | served! | 

| when Dr. BUSH was President of the 

institut ion and he presently | | 

I stated that Dr. HASKI-MS. was away from the city on ' 

business and was not scheduled to return until November 11, 1965. 


The Smithsonian Institution 


On N ovember 5, 1965, | | 

"Hthe Smithsonian Institution, advised the 
records or tier office verified that Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH served 
as a Regent of the Institution from April 5, 1940 until January 
1, 1956. She stated that Dr. BUSH was not actually an employee 
of the Institution and no personnel file as such was maintained 
in connection with his services. She stated her records 
contained n o additional pertinent information concerning the 
appointee. I b ould suggest no one presently located 

with the Institution who would be able to comment concerning 
the appointee. 


Department of State 


On November 5, 1965, SA JOSEPH W. SPEICHER reviewed 
a Service Record Card regarding the appointee at the Department 
of State which verified the following employment: 


4/28/52 


Excepted Appointment (not to exceed three 
months) as Consultant, without . compensation, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
United Nations Affairs, Department of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
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7/28/52 

1/19/53 


Above appointment extended no t.' to. exceed- 
April 27, 1953. 

Appointment terminated, reason not. 
indicated. 


in the file, 


No additional pertinent information was contained 


On Nnvemhor 8, 1965. 1 | 

| Office of the Executive Director, Bureau of 
International Organization Affairs, Department of State, 
advised SA SPEICHER that the Bureau of International Organ- 
ization Affairs is the successor of the former Bureau of 
United Nations Affairs. He stated that no records going ' 
back to the 1952 - 1953 period were still maintained in his 
office and he was unable to furnish any information as to the 
extent of the services performed by the appointee or the 
names of any people employed by that Bureau who might have ' 

worked with him. . / 

National Bureau of Standards (NBS) 

Department of Commerce 


On November 5, 1965. 1 I 

Operations and Procedures Sec tion. Personnel Division, NBS, 
advised SA | ~| that individuals are appointed 

as members of the visiting committee of the NBS for a five- 
year period. She stated that no personnel records as such 
are maintained on members of the visiting committee as they 
are not employees of the NBS. j [ attempted to locate 

a record or publication which would verify the appointee's 
services but advised she was unable to locate any record 
concerning Dr. BUSHi ' 
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On November 5, 1965, 

Office of Investigations and Security, Department ot Commerce, 
advised. SA MAURICE F. DONEGAN, Jr. that the files of her office 
contained no record regarding the appointee. 

National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) 

. It is to be noted the NACA terminated during 


July, 1958, and its functions were transferred to the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) . ' . 





WFO 161-3359 
ELN: mjw 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

On Ngvember 5, 1965, SA MAURICE F. DONEGAN, JR, 
reviewed the service record card regarding the appointee 
at the Personnel Office, National Park Service, 

Department of the Interior, which revealed he received 
an Excepted Appointment on April 28, 1948, as a 
collaborator (without compensation). Office of the 
Director, National Park Service, Washington, D. C. 

The card indicated this appointment terminated on June 30, 
1962. 


1 On November 5, 1965, | | 

I Security Office, National Park Service, advised 
SA DONEGAN that she could locate no record regarding 
the appointee. 


Qn November 5, 1965, | | 

l Office of the Director, National parK service, 
advised SA DONEGAN that she knew of no one presently 
with the service who would have known the appointee. 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

On November 5, 1965, S A DONEGAN reviewed the 
records of the Office of the Commissioner, United States 
Patent Office, Department of Commerce, which contained 
a report to the Secretary of Commerce by the Advisory 
Committee on Application of Machines to Patent Office 
Operations dated December 22, 1954. The report signed 
by V. BOSH, Chairman, related that Secretary of Commerce, 
SINCLAIR WEEKS, appointed the committee, made certain 
recommendations, and requested that the committee be 
discharged since its assigned tasks had been completed. 
The committee was appointed earlier in 1954, but the 
date of appointment did not appear in the records. 
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On November 5, 1965, | 

Personnel Office, United States Patent Office, 
advised SA DONEGAN that she could locate no record 
regarding the appointee. 

On November 8, 1965. RQggftT- M C T WATSON . Patent 
Attorney, 815 15th Street, N. W .^and former commissioner 
of the United States Patent Office, from 1953 until 
1961, advised SA DONEGAN that he had considerable contact 
with the appointee in connection with the Advisory 
Committee on the Application of Machines to Patent 
Office Operations in 1954, and had seen him occasionally 
since that time. WATSON remarked that the appointee 
is a very prominent and respected scientist and an 
outstanding citizen. He laddded that he has no reason 
to question the appointee’s character, associates, 
reputation, or loyalty, and he highly recommended him 
for a position of trust with the government. 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION (NSF) 

On November 5, 1965, SA DONEGAN reviewed the 
service record card regarding the appointee at the Office 
of Personnel, NSF, and verified the following employments: 


November 19, 1953 


November 19, 1954 


November 18 , 1955 


Excepted Appointment (hot 
to exceed November 18, 

1954) as consultant, 
without compensation, with 
the NSF Advisory Committee 
on the Influence of 
Government Financed 
Research and Development 
oh Colleges and Universities 

Above appointment extended 
not to exceed November 18, 
1955. 

Appointment terminated on 
expiration. 
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No additional pertinent information was contained 
on the card. 


fin MQYsmtor 5. 1965 , 1 _ I 

^Huffice of the Director, Nfc>r, 
aaviMfid that Bfle Knew 5 I " ~no one presently with the NSF 
who would have known the appointee from his membership 
on the above committee. 

On November 8, 1965, r>r. at.an jf a term AN . Special 
Consultant, to the President, National Academy of Sciences, 
National Research Council, advised SA DONEGAN that -he was 
Director of the National Science Foundation from 1951 
until 1963, and has known the appointee for over 30 years 
and worked with him in the Office of Scientific Research 
and Development during World War II. He stated that 
after the war Dr. BUSH was very instrumental in getting 
the NSF founded through his recommendations to the 
Presidfentt He. said that he had a great deal of contact 
with the appointee in connection with his work as a 
consultant to the NSF during 1953 and 1954. He remarked 
that he still sees, the appointee and they are also 
acquainted on a social basis. He stated that Dr. BUSH 
is a very prominent man in the field of science, is a 
brilliant engineer and a most capable administrator 
and is still very keen and energetic in spite of his 
age. He highly recommended the appointee for a position 
of .trust commenting that he is certain there is no 
question concerning the appointee's character , .associates, 
reputation or loyalty. 
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The White House 


The following' investigation was conducted by SA 
GEORGE E.„ SAUNDERS on November 1, 1965: - ' ; 


Office of Science and Technology (OST) , Executive Office of 
the President, advised the appointee, is presently being con- 
sidered for a position on a panel under a joint operation of 
the OST and the President's Foreign. Intelligence Advisory Board, 
She stated the appointee has not entered on duty, and the 
panel has not met to date. She added that her files contained . 
no additional pertinent information concerning Dr. BUSH,.' 

The White House 

Office, advised her files - contained no record regarding the 
appointee. 



White. House Office, advised his files contained the following 
information concerning VANNEVAR BUSH:' _ 


6/28/41 


No date recorded 


11/29/46 


Appointed, by the President as Director , 
Office of Scientific Research and Devel- 
opment., Office of Emergency Management, 
Executive Office of the President. * 
Appointed chairman, Joint Research. and 
Development Board (established by ■ 
Secretaries' of 'War and Navy under Charter, 
7/11/46) ' 

Appointed Member, National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics (term of fi^re 
years from December 1, 1946). ■ . 



WFO 161-3359 


b6 

b7C 


9/25/47 

6/25/48 


pertinent 


Appointed' Chairman, Research and Development 
Board. 

Commissioned as Chairman, Research and 
Development Board, and as Member, National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. 


j advised his files contained no additional 
information concerning the. appointee . 


CREDIT AND POLICE AGENCIES 


IC | | caused a search to be made 

of the files of .The Credit' Bureau, Inc. , Washington, 0.C., 
and was advised on October 28, 1965, that the files contained 
no record regarding the appointee or his wife, PHOEBE 
DAVIS BUSH. 


On October 28, 1965, ic[ 


] determined 


7 - -r , • • i ; 

that the files of the Metropolitan Police Department contained 
no record regarding the appointee or his wife. It is to be 
noted at all times an indefinite number of unidentified records 
are out of file and not available for review. 


On October 28, 1965, IC 


searched the files of the U.S. Park Police and no record 
regarding the appointee or his wife was disclosed. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


On November 2,. 1965, IC reviewed the 

appointee's file at the Passport Office, Department of State, 
which listed his birth as March 11, 1890, at Everett, 
Massachusetts. ;• . 


11 
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VANNEVAR BUSH was issued- Boston Special "Series 

passport number 1789 on November Lft , !j_9^7 . for a two months' 

travel to Great Britain, France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, 
Switzerland, and Russia on business. 

He was issued passport number 111014 on 
for proposed travel of two-months duration to Great 
Britain to lecture at Cambridge University. He requested that 
the passport include his wife, PHOEBE DAVIS BUSH, who was 
born at Chelsea, Massachusetts, oj? September 29, 1891, and 
to whom he was married on September 5, 1916. 

The appointee was issued special passport number 
.76^2 on December 1 1 r ]939 f f or travel to Guatemala, Honduras, 
and Mexico on business for Carnegie Institution of Washington 
for the purpose of inspecting research activities of the 
Institution, particularly relating to archaelogical and 
volcanological studies, which are being carried on in 
Central American countries. The passport included his wife 
PHOEBE DAVIS BUSH. Passport number 7642 was marked "This 
passport is not valid for travel in any country in Europe". 

He was issued special passport number 30412 on 
June f°t travel to England in connection with his 

duties as Director of the Office of Scientific Research and 
Development. On July 26, 1943, at the American Embassy, 
London, England, he had passport number 30412 validated until 
December 26, 1943, for the British Isles - official business 
and for return to the United States direct or via Eire, 
Newfoundland and Canada. 

H i s file contains a letter from the Office of 
Scientific Research and Development, Office for Emergency 
Management, dated November 17, 1944, requesting the 
immediate reissue. of his passport number 30412, which was 
issued June 26, 1943, valid for England, France, and the 
European Theater of Operations as the Director of the Joint 
New Weapons Committee. 
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A letter from the Department of the Air Force dated 
April 19, 1948, authorized the appointee to proceed to the 
United Kingdom for 20 days on an official mission for the . 

Air Force in his capacity as Chairman of the Research and 
Development Board. , • 

The appointee received passport number 8758 (Special;) > 
at Washington, D.C., on Ap3^LL.JZQ > J QAft to proceed to England 
and possibly France for the Research and Development Board. - 

He received passport 294075 at Washington, D.C;, on 
.QpremW 71 ..LQAfj to depart via ship to the Honduras,' • 

Guatemala, and vicinity on vacation- for one months' duration. 

His wife, PHOEBE DAVIS BUSH, was included in his passport. 

. He was issued passport 597394 at Washington, D.C. 
on Apr if. 2^-b bsp which included his wife, to depart via' 
ship^for a six-week business and pleasure trip to France and 
Switzerland. He indicated his mailing address as Carnegie 1 , 
Institution of . Washington, 1530 P Street, N.W., Washington 
5, D.C. ' . 

He was issued passport 1926884 at Boston on • ■ . 

^Mar^^S^^l^SS^, which included his wife,, to depart via ship 
on a six-week business trip to France, .Holland, Engl and ■, 

Sweden, and Denmark. He indicated his legal residence at 
Jaffrey, New Hampshire, and an additional residence at 304 
Marsh Street, Belmont, Massachusetts, 

He received passport number F 297807 at Boston on 
which included his wife, to depart for two weeks 
England for consultations. He gave a Dr. RICHARD 
D. BUSH, 11 Locust Street, Belmont, Massachusetts, as the 
person to be notified in the event of death or accident. 


via’ 'ship to 
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The appointee indicated he was married on September - 
5, 1916, to PHOEBE DAVIS BUSH, , who was born at Chelsea,/ 
Massachusetts, on September 29, 1891, and the marriage has not 
been terminated. He listed his parents as RICHARD V. BUSH, . 
born Provincetown, Massachusetts, in 1854, deceased, and 
EMMA L. BUSH, born Provincetown, Massachusetts, in 1859,’ 
deceased. 


in the file. 


No additional pertinent information was contained b6 


On November 2, 1965, IC 
the records of the House Committee on Un-American- Activities 
(HCUA) , which contained the following information regarding 
VANNEVAR BUSH: 


b7C 


reviewed 


On April 23, 1954, VANNEVAR BUSH testified as a 
witness in a hearing before the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) , 
Personnel Security Board, in the matter of J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER. 
On Pages 560 to 568, Dr. BUSH testified he had known OPPENHEIMER 
for several years and had worked with him on several occasions. 

He said that he considered OPPENHEIMER to have been of great 
value in making the atomic. bomb . He stated that he thought ' 
OPPENHEIMER was being tried because he had stated strong 
opinions about how the matter of the atom bomb was handled. 

On pages 909 to 915 of Dr. BUSH's testimony*, he 
stated that at the time of Dr. OPPENHEIMER' s appointment, 
neither President TRUMAN nor anyone had informed him that 
President TRUMAN had any doubt or- distrust of Dr. OPPENHEIMER. 
Throughout his testimony, Dr. BUSH upheld the loyalty, 
integrity, and judgement of Df. OPPENHEIMER. 

The files of the HCUA contained no additional, 
pertinent information concerning the appointee. 
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On November 4,. 1965, SA J. RICHARD NICHOLS reviewed 
the file regarding the appointee at the Division of Security, - 
AEC, Germantown, Maryland, which disclosed he was granted' a. 

"Q" Clearance by the AEC on June 27, 1947, in connection with 
his service as a Member, of the Joint Research and Development 
Board. The file revealed the appointee's clearance terminated 
on May 2, 1957. No additional pertinent information was 
contained in the file. 

A review of the file regarding the appointee at the 
Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI.) on November 4, 1965, 
revealed that the Office .of Naval Research, Department of 
the Navy, Boston, Massachusetts, in 1957, desired that a 
"Top Secret" Facility Clearance by obtained for the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and incidental to the 
granting of the clearance it was necessary that the members 
of the Executive Commitliee, as the official- governing body of 
the Institute, be cleared for a "Top Secret" level. A letter 
from the Commanding Officer, Office of Naval Research, Boston, 
Massachusetts, to the Department of Defense, dated May 3, 1957, 
advised that one of the recent appointees to the Executive 
Committee who would require "Top Secret" Clearance was Dr. 
VANNEVAR BUSH. The letter stated, however, that "Dr. BUSH 
has voiced strenuous objections to completing additional 
security questionnaires’ on the basis of having previously 
executed numerous security forms and already having been 
the subject of various investigations." The letter pointed 
■out that in view of the appointee's past achievements and 
services rendered to the country, the Office of Naval Research, 
rather than create embarrasing or otherwise undesirable 
situations, agreed to exhaust all other sources of obtaining 
security clearance for Dr. BUSH. 

The. letter pointed out that Dr. BUSH w r as granted 
a "Top Secret" Clearance on January 23, 1953, with the Office 
of Secretary of Defense based upon a previous "Q" Clearance 
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by the AEC. It was stated he was granted a '’Secret” Clearance- 
on September 20, 1956, by the Department of the Army as a 
Director of the Merck and Company, Inc., Rahway, New Jersey, 
and this clearance was based upon a waiver of investigation 
requirements authorized by the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense. The letter requested that the requirements for 
obtaining security questionnaires and conducting further 
investigation concerning Dr. BUSH be waived and that the 
Office of Naval Research be authorized ^to issue to the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology a ”Top Secret” Security 
Clearance for Dr . BUSH. 


The file contained a memorandum to the Chief of 
Naval Material from the Chief of Naval Operations dated 
June 17, 1957, in which it was pointed out that the Secretary 
of Defense on May 29, 1957, had issued a "Top Secret” Security 
Clearance to Dr. BUSH in connection with his duties as a 
Consultant. It also, stated in view of the fact that a 
decision had already been made by the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense that a Letter of Consent, based upon the recent 
clearance action by the Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
may be issued to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology on 
behalf of Dr. BUSH. 


mation . 


The file contained no additional pertinent infor- 


XC | | caused a search to be made of . b6 

the files of the Bureau of Personnel Investigations, Civil b7C 

Service Commission, and was advised on October 29, 1965, that b7E 
the files contained no additional pertinent information 
concerning the appointee. 


On November 4, 1965, SAI 

reviewed the Security File re garding the appointee at the 

| which contained no additional 

pertinent information . 


- 16 - 



b6 

b7C 

b7E 







WFO 16i-3359 


of the 
4, 19657" 


Lcaaisad a to be made of the files 

and was advised on November 
riles contained no pertinent information 


regarding the appointee's wife, PHOEBE DAVIS BUSH. 


IC| (caused a search to be made of- the files 

of the Headquarters, Office of Special Investigations, 
Department of the Air Force, and was advised-on November 5, 
1965, that the files contained no record regarding the 
appointee. 

IC Icaused a search to be made 

of the files or tne United states Secret Service, Department 
of the Treasury, and was advised on November 2, 1965, that 
no record was located concerning the appointee. 
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THE FOLLOWING TELETYPE WAS RECEIVED FROM WFO. 

"ONI FILE RE APPOINTEE REVEALED APPOINTEE HAS BEEN 
ISSUED VARIOUS CLEARANCES BY DEFENSE AGENCIES INCLUDING 
SECRET CLEARANCE BY ARMY IN NINETEEN FIFTYSIX, AS DIRECTOR 
OF MERCK AND COMPANY AND CLEARANCE BY OFFICE /jJ 

RESEARCH ,, BOSTON, AS OFFICIAL OF MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTo/oF ^ 
TECHNOLOGY IN NINETEEN FIFTY SEVEN. NOTRECORDeB" 

" BALTIMORE REVIEW G-TWO FILE. fl® JAN 8 1966 


BOSTON ASCERTAIN STATUS OF CLEARANCES IN CONWWTION- W£FW~- 


MIT .' 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

REBUREAU AIRTEL TEN TWENTY SIXTYFIVE ADVISED WHITE 
HOUSE HAS REQUESTED INVESTIGATION OF DR. BUSH WHO IS BEING 
CONSIDERED FOR WHITE HOUSE STAFF POSITION ON "WHITE HOUSE 
PANEL IN CONNECTION WITH FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY 
BOARD." BORN MARCH ELEVEN, EIGHTEEN NINETY, EVERETT, 

MASS., RESIDES CAMBRIDGE, MASS., WHERE HE IS AN HONORARY 
CHAIRMAN OF CORPORATION MIT. SEE "WHO'S WHO" FOR FURTHER 
BACKGROUND DATA. BUREAU AIRTEL ADVISED ASSIGN CASE TO 
EXPERIENCED AGENTS. 

b6 

ON ELEVEN EIGHT SIXTYFIVE,] b7 

)FFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH, BOSTON, MASS., 

ADVISED ALL PERSONNEL CLEARANCES HAD BEEN FORWARDED TO 
DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL SECURITY CLEARANCE OFFICE (DISCO). 

DEFENSE CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY CENTER, COLUMBUS , OHIO. 

END PAGE TWO 
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CINCINNATI ASCERTAIN STATUS OF CLEARANCE AS REQUESTED 
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DETAILS ; 

Honorary Degree 

Columbia University ■ 

; ll6th Street and Broadway 

New York, New York , : . 

On November 8, 1965 J 

■ ■ l University, advised 

ic| | that the appointee was awarded 

an hrmni-a-PTr rw-r^p of. Doctor of Science on March 6, 1947. 

could furnish no additional background 
information concerning the appointee and on the basis ' 
of information available to him, could not suggest 
anyone who is acquainted, with the appointee. 


Acquaintance 

On November 8, 1965, Dr- CARYL P. HASKINS . 
President, Carnegie Institute of Washington, Washington, 

D. C. , who resides at 22 Green Acre Lane, Westport, 
Connecticut, and who maintains a residence at 154-5 
l8th Street, N.W. , Washington, D. C., was contacted 
at the Coffee House, 54 West 45th Street, New York, 

New York. He advised that he worked closely with the 
appointee from 1940 to. 1945 in the Office of Scientific 
Research and Development. He also served on the 
Board, of the Carnegie- Institute of Washington with the 
appointee from 1945 to 1955 ; and succeeded the 
appointee as President of the Carnegie Institute of 
Washington in 1956. He stated he has the highest 
opinion of the appointee's integrity, brilliance, ability, 
character, reputation, associates and loyalty. He 
added that the appointee is forcible and very decisive 
and Is experienced in panel discussions and the work 
of members of a Board of Directors. He would recommend 
the appointee for a position of trust . 

He added that the appointee has two sisters, 
one of whom is retired and was Dean of Women at 
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Tufts College, Medford, Massachusetts. He believes 
one of the appointee's sisters Is named REBA. One 
sister Is married, the other is single. 



HASKINS stated that there is no question 
of- the reputation of the ' appointee 1 s wife or family. 
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VANNEVAjyWSJi, SPI, BUpED ELEVEN EIGHT INSTANT. 


I Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan 

I Mr. Conrad 

) Mr. Felt 

i Mr. Gala— 

Mr. Rosen — . 

Mr. Sullivan 

I Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes. 

Mjsb Gandy™.,, 


Mffb6 

b7C 


“^> X RENY REPORT ELEVEN FIVE LAST , AND WFO TEL TO NY ELEVEN FIVE LAST. 

ON ELEVEN EIGHT INSTANT,| 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK, NEW YORK, ADVISED APPOINTEE RECEIVED 
HONORARY DOCTOR OF SECIENCE DEGREE FROM THIS SCHOOL ON MARCH SIX, 


NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN. 

ON ELEVEN EIGHT INSTANT, DR. CARYL P. Hi 


PRESIDENT, CAR- 


NEGIE INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON, D.C., WHO WORKED CLOSELY 
WITH APPOINTEE AT OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
FROM NINETEEN FORTY TO NINETEEN FORTY FIVE, WAS ON THE BOARD OF THE 
CARNEGIE INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON FROM NINETEEN FORTY FIVE TO NINE- 


TEEN FIFTYFIVE, tty H\ WHO SUCCEEDED APPOINTEE AS PRESIDENT OF CARNEGIE 
INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON IN NINETEEN FIFTYSIX, HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
APPOINTEE AS TO CHARACTER, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES, ABILITY AND LOYALITY, 

. /±j_- ■yh 

REPORT FOLLOWS. '<r* J>^ 
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Tolson 
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DeLoach 

Casper 

Callahan 
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Felt 
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Rosen 

Sullivan - 

Tavcl — . 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 
Holmes 


R-28 v' 

URGErij/8-11-65 3:ll| PM 
TO Dl RECTOR 

FROM CINCINNATI 08l 921 


VANNEVAR BUSH, SPIN. 


Roof! 


RE BOSTON TEL TO BUREAU NOVEMBER 8 INSTANT. 

RECORDS DISCO COLUMBUS, OHIO REVEAL APPOINTEE HAS 
FOLLOWING ACTIVE CLEARANCES ON FILE: 

TOP SECRET CLEARANCE DATED MAY 21, 1 957 CLEARED BY 
OFFICE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE SECURITY SERVICES DIVISION BASED 
ON BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
AND DATED MAY 29 , 1 957- EMPLOYER MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS. POSITION NOT GIVE#, 

SECRET CLEARANCE DATED FEBRUARY 1 , 1 958 BASED ON BACK- 
GROUND INVEST (GAT I ON DATED MAY 29 , 1 957 CONDUCTED BY DOD 
LETTER OF CONSENT ISSUED BASED ON PRESENTLY ACTIVE TOP SECRET 
CLEARANCE DATED MAY 29, 1 957 . EMPLOYER SHOWN AS METALS AND 
\ CONTROLS CORPORATION 3 I+ FOREST STREET ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 

£ C t* / NOT Recordto 3 * 

16 JAN s 1968 (A * 

53 JAN 6 1966 - — 

s). ~lf 

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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PAGE TWO FROM CINCINNATI 08l 921 


POSITION-DIRECTOR’ . 

SECRET CLEARANCE DATED APRIL 10, 1 958 GRANTED ON 
BASIS OF TOP SECRET CLEARANCE ISSUED BY OFFICE SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE SECURITY SERVICES DIVISION. EMPLOYER MASSACHUSETTS 
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS POSITION- 
MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

TOP SECRET CLEARANCE DATED FEBRUARY 8 , 1 9^0 BY OFFICE 
OF NAVAL RESEARCH I 4.95 SUMMER STREET BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 
BASIS FOR CLEARANCE BBY AUTHORITY OF CHIEF OF NAVAL MATERIALS 
WASHINGTON, D. C. LETTER OF CONSENT ISSUED BASED ON WAIVER 
OF INVESTIGATIVE REQUIREMENTS AUTHORIZED BY THE SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OF ARMY. 

REPORT FOLLOWS. 


RECEIVED: 3:39 PM JG 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau 9 s cryptographic systems . 
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5/29/57 

7/1/57: 

5/7/59: 


"Top Secret” clearance issued by the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense for above 
appointment . 

Above clearance terminated . as BUSH declined 
appointment to the Defense Science Board. 

Granted access to Institute for Defense 
Analyses, Draper reports. 


The above file contained no additional pertinent 
information. 


On 11/9/65 J 


b6 
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F or s 


Office of the Secretary of Defense, advised SA 
that the only records she had concerning the appointee was 
a card indicating the appointee served as a Consultant 
to the Research and Development Board, without compensation 
and was terminated on 6/3/49, due to the completion of his 
duties. She stated the card failed to indicate the date 
of his entrance on duty or any additional information. 
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office of the Director" of Defense, Research apii Knri peering, ° 

Department of Defense. on 11/9/65. advised Sa | | 

I that she | [ r . VANNRVIR BUSH | | 

I when he was the first Chairman of the Joint Research 
Development 3oard (.chartered by thh War and Navy Department), 
and subsequently while he was the 5 '. first Chairman of the 
Research and Developnent Board of the National Defense establish- 
ment as well as the first director of the Office of Security, 
Research and Development of the Departnent of Defense. Since 
leaving the chairmanship of the last named position, he has 
been utilized as an official or unofficial consultant by each 
of his successors. ' In 1953,, he was active on- the staff of the 
Rockefeller Reorganization rlan, the committee for the 
reorganization of the Departnent of Defense, which resulted 
in the establishn ent of the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Research and engineering. He said that since 
he left the chairmanship in 1949 , he has rarely cone to 
Washington. She considers him 'tor be an outstanding American 
citizen of the utmost loyalty and patriotism. His character 
and reputation are above reproach. He was associated with 
and directed many of the top scientific military offices and 
had responsibility in research, political appointments in the 
Department of Defense and other top Government officials. 

While she has met Lrs. BUSH, she does not know her well. 

She stated she would certainly recommend him for a position 
of trust and confidence. She said there is no one left in 
the Department of Defense who would have worked with hin 
during the periods mentioned above. 
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. On 11/9/65.1 [-Personnel Office, 

and | | Institute 

for Development Analyses, 400 Army -Navy Drive, Arlington, 
Virginia, advised SA LAWRENCE E. BUSCHER that their 
files contained no record reg’prding the appointee. 

On 11/10/65, SA I I reviewed the 

file regarding the appointee at the Office of Security, 
Department of State, which revealed that the Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs (CU), Department of 
State, on 2/4/64, requested the Office of Security 
to conduct a name check regarding BUSH as a canidate for 
an American Specialist Grant under Public Law 87-256. 

On 2/26/64, the Office of Security furnished the results 
of the name check to CU and on 3/5/64, CU advised the 
Office of Security that it was believed the furnished 
information of BUSH would not preclude a grant by CU. 

The file contained two newspaper clipings from 
the Washington Post' Newspaper dated 10/19/54, and 10/20/54, 
regarding the appointee's testimony before a House of 
Representatives, Governments Operations Subcommittee 
looking into the organization and administration -of military 
Research and Development. The articles revealed the 
testimony of Dr. BUSH on 6/18/54. Copies of the newspaper J 
articles are attached. 


IC | |caused a search to be made 

of the records at the National Archives in an attempt to 
locate a personnel file concerning theaappointee and was 
advised on 11/10/65, that no record could be located. 
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| CU, Department of State, 

f tnat she could .locate no 

U8H naving reeilved an American Specialist __ 

Grant under Public Law 87-256 during 1964. I I k>7C 

advised the fact he did nq*. get a grant was not significant 
since many names are checked by CU and these people are never 
approached to make the trip. 


On 1 1/10/6 5 j | I 

Division For Americans A broad ^O ffice of U. S. Programs and 
Services, CU, advised SA| |that her records indicated 

BUSH did not receive a grant under Public Law 87-256. Her 
records contained a copy of a letter written to BUSH on 
1/13/65* explaining to him the objectives of the American 
Specialist Program, and asking him if he would be Interested 
in such a grant. BUSCH replied by letter dated 1/19/65* that 
he was not interested. 

A review of the heard^ng before a Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Government Operations, House of Representatives, 
83rd Congress, Second Session On the "Organization and Adminis- 
tration of the Military Research and Development Programs" 
revealed the following information: ../ 


Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH, President of the Carnegie^ ! 
Institution of Washington, -D. C., testified on 6/18/69*7 and 
his testimony was set forth on pages 451 - 474. In his testi- 
mony the appointee stated that the development of weapons was 
very closely Interlinked with their use and it was impossible 
to separate the discussion of their development completely 
from the way In which they are used in practice. He stated 
that he felt there were two serious weaknesses today that 
impede our program of research and development. 

"First, the security clearance system as now prac- 
ticed is, in my opinion doing great damage to the relations 
between science and Government, and particularly to the 
relations between scientists and weapons development." 

"Second, it seems to me that we have lost our 
effectiveness in getting ngw weapons tested, tried out, pro- 
duced on an experimental oasis, and finally introduced to us." 

He pointed out that approximately one year ago he 
had appeared before a committee -^anilning the organization of 
the Army and he had told them that we had just fought the 
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Korean War and used no new weapons, no new improvements over 
World War II except the helicopter, and that was evidence 
that some thing was wrong. 

t$-<BUSH stated, "Now, me turn to the other weak- 
ness for a moment, and that is the Security system. I 
do not need to bore you, certainlyffwlth a detailed recital. 

I feel that the way in which our security system is working 
at the present time is driving a ; ttl^e between the military 
and the scientific people of the douiifey, and is doing great 
harm. -I.. 

"During the War there was developed a partnership 
between military men and scientific men. It was not brought 
about automatically; it is not a thing that occurs readily. 
These men some from different backgrounds, and it is hard 
for each group to understand the other; but nevertheless, 
by the end of the War an excellent situation had developed 
in which there was mutual respect between the two groups, 
and they operated together well. ... ...That partnership, which 

was a healthy one at the end of the war, is , in my opinion, 
now almost destroyed, and one of the primary reasons is the 
security system. " 

i/^BUSH testified, "The scientists, generally, that 
served well, loyally, and vigorously now find that they are 
being queried, and people are going about asking questions 
about them. The whole air pf suspicion is just not such as 
to produce good collaboration, the kind of realy wholehearted 
collaboration between military men and the scientific communit 
that we very much need to have for the problems that are 
ahead of us." 

In his testimonfy he stated, "Scientists today are 
discouraged and downhearted, and feel that they are being 
pushed out, and they are." 

I — .. — — 

He mentioned that a week ago a man who was a member 
of a Scientific Advosory Committee to the Security Council 
j had said to him, "Will we have practically s-tppped working. 

It is quite impossible to accomplish anything in this atmos- 
phere . — 
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BUSH stated that this was the sort of reac tion he would get/ 
out of three out of four scientists today J' He^rtated, 

"They go on working, but they feel that''~tney are not welcome, 
that they are regarded with suspicion, that some of the men 
who led them during the War are '-now being questioned and their 
security and loyalty are In doubt. They are like any Army 
without trust in their top leadership or in the political 
leadership of the country.” 

44.BUSH stated that he felt the President's executive 
order and the way it has been implemented have been very 
unfortunate and have increased the seriousness of the situa- 
tion. 

He stated "There is no question in my mind that we 
must have a very effective type of security to prevent leaks 
of technical matters, diplomatic matters, or any other matters 
that should be held under secrecy; that we should be very 
alert that we have no subversives in our midst, no traitors 
about; that we must have a system that is thoroughly enforced 1 
in every laboratory and every military center to preserve the I 
essential secrets." I 

"The system should be an intelligent one; it should 
be a system that produces the desired effect, that secures 
results without disrupting the whole operation, without 
throwing us in a complete turmoil, and without reducing morale 
to the extent that it has been' reduced recently." 

JY UriUO' 

V^t-BUSH mentioned that . they- -heed a workable security \ 
system during World War ITfcf^Snd that he was proud of the fact! 
that although he had 4,000 or 2,000 scientists and 30,000 j 
including contractors, no case of disloyalty developed. He J 
said h0 believed it was possible to have a workable security j 
systenv^which will produce good results without the sort of j 
scandalous affairs that we have had continually before us in 
recent years, and without driving the scientists of this 
country into a position where they think that Govenment does 
not want them and is suspicious of them and where morale is 
fclavi that we cease our accomplishments.^ \ 
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Bush Assails J 
Security a§ ^ ; 
Harming U. §7 

, System Drives Wedge 
Between Military and 
Scientists, He Says j 

Associated .^;eas . 

VaoBCvar Bu&b says the Gov-*" 
emmem's" security system is- 
“driving a wedge between the 
military and scientific people 
the country, and is doing gre. t 
}£rm.” ' j. 

/aBush, a noted scientist, testi- 
fied before the House Govern-- 
•ment Operations Subcommittee- 
last June 18 and his iestimony 
was made public last night. 

The subcommittee held hear- 
ings on the organization and 
administration of the -military 
research and development pro- 
grams. 

Bush said that during World 
War II there developed a part- 
nership between military men 
and scientific men. 

"That partnership, which was 
'a healthy one at the end of the 
.war, is, in my opinion, now 
almost destroyed,” Bush de- 
clared, “and one of the primary 
reasons is the security system.’ 

| Bush pointed to the delay^ 
jjn security clearances and lack 
]>f official statements on till 
! security investigation itself. ? 

“The scientists, generally, 
that served well, loyally, .and 
.-vigorously now find that they 
• are being queried, and people 
are going about asking ques- 
tions about them,” Bush con- 
tinued. 

“The whole air of suspicion 
is just not such as to produce 
good collaboration between 
military men and the scientific, 
community that we very muchi 
need to have for the problemsj 
that are ahead of us.” i 


"~"Bnsh~'saia'. . u he. Na tion hears] 
a great deni about A-bombs, 
and H-bombs. "We do not hear! 
as much about biological war-; 
fare, but I can assure you gen- 
tlemen that I am as deeply 
concerned about that as a pos- 
sibility as 1 am about fission 
“bombs and fusion bombs.” 

"I can also say to you that 
the morale of the scientists 
today as 1 meet them is low, 
so low that while they will not; 
refuse to -serve, they will serve 
without enthusiasm and with- 
out fruitful inspiration,” Bush' 
said. — — ■ — -i 
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Associated Press \ 

Dr. V an ncva r— Busiu^one of 
the Nation’s top wartime 
scientists, .said yesterday that 
he thinks the “general atmos- 
phere with regard to security 
clearance has improved” but 
the system still heeds over- 
hauling.- 

Bush’s remarks were made 
to a newsman following release 
of his testimony before a House 
subcommittee last June when 
he said “the way in which our 
security system is working at 
■ the present .time is driving a 
wedge between the military and 
scientific people of the’ 
country.” 

■ | In commenting on his cur : 
rent views. Bush said “the so- 

.v u-j Ti-v .1 


carity itself is bad . 
' surd the way it wo 


. . . It’s all- 
'■ stud the way it works.” ' - 
’ 'The scientist noted “things 
‘have improved quite a bit sindfe, 
June . . - We’re getting over; 
our hysteria, and I feel a lit- 1 
tie more encouraged.” ! 

In his testimony, made pub-j 
iic Monday, Bush said the re- 
action of three out of four j 
scientists ' working with the' 
Government both in Washing-' 
‘ton and in the field was sum-* 
'mad up by the reaction of an' 
'unnamed friend, once 'in top 
wartime councils. ' He quoted 
the friend: 

“ ‘Well, we have practically' 
stopped working. It is quite 
impossible to accomplish any- 
thing in this atmosphere.”’ 

Bush, president of the 
Carnegie Institution and war- 
time chairman of the Research 
and Development Board, joined 
other scientists in testifying - 
before a House Government ■ 
Operations Subcommittee in- 
vestigating the status of milij* 
Ury research programs. The 
subcommittee later expressed 
its concern over a lag in new 
weapons and urged the Penta- 
gon to improve relations with : 
the Nation’s scientists. 
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Boston teletype to Bureau dated 11/8/65. 
Cincinnati radiogram to Bureau dated 11/8/65. 
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JfJpkD STATES DEPARTMENT OF (J^TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of; 
Dale: 



Field Office File #: 161-386 


Title: 


VANNEVAR BUSH 


Office: CINCINNATI 

Bureau File #: 


Character: SP IN 

Synoptic 

Records, DISCO, Columbus, Ohio, reveal appointee has four 
active clearances on file. 

- RUC - 

DETAILS : 

AT COLUMBUS. OHIO 

On November 8, 1965 
Central Index Files, Defense 
Office, Defense Construction Supply Center, advised that 
VANNEVAR BUSH, date of birth, March 11, 1890, possesses the 
following clearance record: 

Clearance #1 

H Top Secret” issued May 29, 1957. Cleared by Office 
Secretary of Defense, Security Services Division, and based 
on a background investigation dated May 29, 1957, conducted 
by Department of Defense. Employer shown as Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Position 
not given. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Clearance # 2 

^Secret* 1 issued February 1, 1958, cleared by 
Department of Defense, and based on background investigation 
dated May 29, 1957, which investigation was conducted by 
Department of Defense. Department of Defense letter of 
consent issued based on presently active ’’top secret” clearance 
dated May 29, 1957. Employer listed as Metals and Controls 
Corporation, 34 Forest Street, Attleboro, Massachusetts. 

Position listed as Director. 

Clearance #3 

^Secret" clearance issued April 10, 1958; clearance 
granted on basis of "Top Secret” clearance, granted by Office 
Secretary of Defense, Security Services Division. Based on 
background investigation dated May 29, 1957, conducted by Office 
of Department of Defense. Employer listed as Massachusetts 
Institute, Cambridge, Massachusetts; position - Member of 
Executive Committee, 

Clearance #4 

^Top Secret H issued February 8, 1960; issued by 
Office of Naval Research, Branch Office, Boston, Massachusetts, 
clearance granted per authority Chief of Naval Material, 
Washington, D.C. Letter of consent issued based upon a waiver 
of investigative requirements authorized by Secretary of Defense, 
Department of Army. Employer given as Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Position given as 
Chairman of Corporation. 
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page two 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, r - - EaflST t SENIOR 

r*“ SSsSJ 

PARTNER, TUCKER, ANTHONY AND R .L . DAY, BANKERS, SEVENTY -FOUR 
STATE STREET, BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS, ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN THE 
APPOINTEE SINCE BOTH WERE SMALL BOYS IN CHELSEA, MASSACHUSETTS. 

HE SAID HE KNEW THE APPOINTEE’S APRENTS WHO DIED SOME YEARS AGO. 

HE SAID THE APPOINTEE HAD NO BROTHERS. HE HAD TWO SISTERS, 

OLDER THAN HE, EDITH, WHO NEVER MARRIED, PRESENTLY ABOUT EIGHTY YEARS 
OF AGE RESIDING IN PROVINCETOWN , MASSACHUSETTS, AND REBA, NOW 
MRS. RALPH LAWRENCE, ABOUT SEVENTY -SEVEN YEARS OF AGE, RESIDING 
IN BELMONT, MASSACHUSETTS. MR. FROST STATED THAT IN SPITE OF HIS 
GREAT ATTAINMENTS IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE AND HIS FREQUENT 
CONTACT WITH PEOPLE IN HIGH PLACES, INCLUDING PRESIDENTS OF THE 
UNITED STATES, HE HAS REMAINED A SIMPLE AND HUMBLE MAN. 

MR. FORST SAID HE HAD NO RESERVATION WHATSOEVER IN RECOM- 
MENDING DR. BUSH FOR A HIGH POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY BASED 
ON ABILITY, CHARACTER, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND LOYALTY TO 
THE UNITED STATES. 


END PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE b6 

b7C 

OV EMBER TWELVE, SIXTY -FIVE| 

LOUIS J. HUNTER ASSOCIATES, A MANAGEMENT COUNSELLOR AND 
TRUSTEE, SEVENTY -FIVE FEDERAL STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, 

ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH SINCE HE 

SAID DR. BUSH WAS THE COUNTRY’S TOP SCIENTIST DURING WORLD WAR 
TWO AND HAS SERVED WITH EXTRAORDINARY DISTINCTION AS A SCIENTIST, 
EDUCATOR AND LEADER IN MANY VIRIED FIELDS. HE SAID HE KNOWS THE 
APPOINTEE’S TWO SONS WHO ARE ALSO SUCCESSFUL IN THEIR RESPECTIVE 
FI ELD . 

HE RECOMMENDED THE APPOINEEE WITHOUT QUALIFICATION FOR 
A POSITION OF TRUST AND CONFIDENCE BASED UPON ABILITY, GOOD 
CHARACTER, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES. 
END PAGE THREE 





PAGE FOUR 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE ,C. ROGERS BURGIN , RETIRED 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, NEW ENGLAND MERCHANTS 
NATIONAL BANK, PRUDENTIAL CENTER, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ADVISED 
HE HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH FOR MORE THAN TWENTY YEARS. HE SAID DR. 

BUSH HAS DONE BUSINESS WITH THIS BANK OVER THE YEARS. HE SAID 
THE APPOINTEE FURING WORLD WAR TWO WAS THE LEADING ADVISOR TO 
PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT ON SCIENCE AND THE 'ATOM BOMB. 

HE SAID HE HAS SERVED IN VARIOUS ADVISOTY CAPACITIES OVER THE 
YEARS AND IS A VERY A3LE AND COMPLETELY RELIABLE INDIVIDUAL. 

HE RECOMMENDED HIM UNQUALIFIEDLY FOR A POSITION OF TRUST AND 
RESPONSIBILITY . 

b6 
b7C 

MEW 

ENGLAND MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK, ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH 

FOR ABOUT DURING WHICH TIME THE BANK HAS 

HNADLED MANY BUSINESS MATTERS FOR THA APPOINTEE. HE SAID THE 
APPOINTEE IS A NOTED SCIENTIST AND ONE WHO HAS SERVED THIS 



END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 

COUNTRY AND ITS PRESIDENTS SINCE WORLD WAR TWO. HE RECOMMENDED 
HIM WITHOUT RESERVATION FOR A HIGH POSITION OF TRUST AND 
RESPONSIBILITY BASED UPON ABILITY, GOOD CHARACTER, REPUTATION, 

ASSOCIATES AND LOYALTY TO THE UNI TED STATES. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE , INSTANT, 

MIT, CAMBEID GE , MASSACHUSETT S, ADVISED HE 

HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH FOR APPROXIMATELY THAT DR. 

BUSH WAS WHEN HE ATTENDED GRADUATE 

SCHOOL AT MIT. STATED HE WOULD GIVE DR. BUSH A CLEAR 

BILL OF HEALTH AS TO CHARACTER, REPUTATION, LOYALTY AND 
ASSOCIATES AS HE IS THE MOST OUTSTANDING MAN IN THE COUNTRY 
TODAY . 



\ MIT, STATED THAT DR. BUSH IS THE MOST OUTSTANDING 

SCIENTIST IN THE COUNTRY TODAY. HE WAS PAST PRESIDENT OF THE MIT 
CORPORATION AND PRESENTLY HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF THE CORPORATION. 


END PAGE FIVE 
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PAGE SIX 

STATED THAT DR. BUSH’S MIND IS JUST AS 
KEEN TODAY AS IT EVER WAS AND THAT HE WOULD NOT HESITATE TO 
RECOMMEND DR . BUSH FOR ANY WORK THE GOVERNMENT MAY CALL UPON 
HIM TODAY AS HIS CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION AND ASSOCIATES 
ARE BEYOND QUESTION. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, SIXTYFIVEMR. «J . B . WIESNER, DEAN OF 
THE SCHOOL OF SCIENCE, MIT, ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH FOR 
MANY YEARS AND CONSIDERS HIM THE MOST OUTSTANDING SCIENTIST IN 

x 

THE COUNTRY. HE STATED HE ONNOT BEGIN TO ENUMERATE THE 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF DR. BUSH. HE STATED HE WOULD RECOMMEND WITHOUT 
RESERVATION DR. BUSH FOR ANY POSITION OF CONFIDENCE AND TRUST WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT. HE STATED HE CANNOT THINK OF ANY OTHER 
PERSON WHO HAS CONTRIBUTED MORE TO THE UNITED STATES THAN DR. BUSH. 


ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE, 



ADVISED 


HE HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH SINCE NINETEEN TWENTYTHREE AND THAT DR. 


BUSH WAS| 

END PAGE SIX 




PAGE SEVEN 
PAGE SEVEN 

b6 

HE STATED HE CANNOT PRAISE DR. b7C 
BUSH HIGHLY ENOUGH AND THAT HE WOULD FULLY ENDORSE DR. BUSH FOR 
ANY POSITION THE GOVERNMENT MAY CALL UPON HIM TO DO. HE STATED 
DR. BUSH’S CHARACTER, REPUTATION, LOYALTY AND ASSOCIATES ARE 
BEYOND QUESTION. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, INSTANT . DR . JAMJES-R- KXLLI At^ JR . . 

CHAIRMAN OF THE CORPORATION, MIT, STATED DR. BUSH IS JUST AS 
VIGOROUS AND ACTIVE TODAY AS HE EVER WAS; THAT HIS AGE HAS NOT 
SLOWED HIM UP ONE BIT. HE STATED DR. BUSH WAS CHAIRMAN OF THE 
CORPORATION AND PRESENTLY HONORARY CHAIRMAN. DR. KILLIAN STATED 
THAT HE, KILLIAN, SUCCEEDED DR. BUSH AS CHAIRMAN OF THE CORPORATION. 

DR. KILLIAN STATED HE WOULD ENDORSE DR. BUSH 
WITHPIT RESERVATION FOR ANY WORK THE GOVERNMENT MAY CALL UPON 
HIM TO PREFORM, AS HE IS COMPLETELY DEPENDABLE AND LOYAL. 

END PAGE SEVEN 





PAGE EIGHT , , 

b6 

$ ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, INSTANT BELMONT b7C 

MASSACHUSETTS POLICE DEPARTMENT, VERIFIED THE RESIDENCE OF MR. 

AND MRS. RALPH LAWRENCE, SIXTY “SIX STONE ROAD, BELMONT AND 
STATED THE FILES OF THIS DEPARTMENT CONTAINED NO ARREST RECORD 
IN THEIR NAMES. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, INSTANT FRANCIS H. MARSHALL, CHIEF 
PROVINCETOWN, MASSACHUSETTS POLICE DEPARTMENT, VERIFIED THE 
RESIDENCE OF EDITH L. BUSH AT NINETY -SIX COMMERCIAL STREET, 
PROVINCETOWN, AND STATED SHE HAS NO ARREST RECORDS WITH THIS 
DEPARTMENT . 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, INSTANT, PRESONNEL, OFFICE OF THE n 

MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSIONER OF PROBATION, SUFFOOK COUNTY COURT- 
HOUSE BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, CENTRAL REPOSITORY FOR ALL CRIMINAL 
CONVICTION RECORDS IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASS., ADVISED THE 
FILES OF THIS OFFICE CONTAINED NO RECORD IDENTIFIABLE WITH 
APPOINTEE'S SISTERS AND BROTHER-IN-LAW, AS ABOVE NAMED. 

REPORT FOLLOWS 
SEND AND ACK PLS 
WA MRW 
FBI WASH DC 
TU VERY MX 
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UflBfED STATES DEPARTMENT OFWlSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


I office-. Boston, Massachusetts 

Dote: ll-13-bip 

Field Office File #; l6l-l452 Bureau File #: 

Title: VANNEVAR BUSH 

b6 

b7C 

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Sy nopsil: Re suits of additional interviews of friends and associates 
of appointee set out. All interviews favorable and all 
recommend appointee highly. 

-RUC- 

DETAILS : 

Investigation at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology was conducted by Special Agent | j] 


On November 12, 1965, HORACE FORD, 100 Memorial 
Drive, Cambridge, Massachusetts, retired, former Treasurer 
of Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), advised he 
has known Dr. BUSH since the early 1920's when he first 
came to MIT. He said the appointee's father married him, 

FORD, at about that time. Mr. FORD stated the appointee had 
two sisters, EDITH, retired from Tufts University, residing 
at 96 Commercial Street, Provincetown, Massachusetts, and 
Mrs. RALPH LAWRENCE, residing 66 Stone Road, Belmont, 
Massachusetts. He said the appointee had no brothers and 
his parents died years ago. 

He said that the appointee is an outstanding scientist, 
a citizen who has served his country well, a man of outstanding 
ability, character, reputation, and associates, and a loyal 
citizen of the United States. He recommended him without 
reservation for a high position of trust and responsibility. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




BS 161-1452 


On November 12, 1965 , HORACE W. FROST, senior 
partner. Tucker, Anthony and R. L, Day, Bankers, 74 State 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts, advised he has known the 
appointee since both were small boys in Chelsea, Massachusetts, 

He said he knew theappointee ' s parents who died some years 
ago. He said the appointee had no brothers. He had two sisters, 
older than he, EDITH, who never married, presently about 
80 years of age residing In Provincetown , Massachusetts, and 
REBA, now Mrs. RALPH LAWRENCE, about 77 years of age, residing 
in Belmont, Massachusetts. Mr. FROST stated that in spite • 
of his great attainments in the field of science and his 
frequent contact with people in high places, including 
presidents@of the United States, he has remained a simple, 
and. humble man. . 


Mr. FORST said he had no reservation whatsoever 
in recommending Dr. BUSH for a high position of responsibility 
based on ability, character,, reputation, associates and loyalty 
to the United States. 


On November 12, 1965 . 

(Louis J. Hunter Associates, -a management; counsellor ana 


b6 

b7C 


trustee, 75 Federal Street, —Banian 
he has known Dr. BUSH sinceP 




.advised 
J He said 


Dr. BUSH was the country's top scientist during World War II 
and has served with extraordinary distinction as a. scientist, 
educator and leader in many varied fields. He said he knows 
the appointee's two sons who are also successful in their 
respective field. 


He recommended the appointee without qualification 
for a position of trust and confidence based updn ability, 
good character, reputation, associates and loyalty to the 
United States. 

' On November 12, 1965 ,' C. ROGERS BURGIN, retired 
Ohairman of the Board of Directors, New England Merchants 


- 2 - ■' 





BS 161-1452 


National Bank, Prudential Center, Boston, Massachusetts, 
advised he has known Dr. BUSH for more than twenty years. 

He said Dr. BUSH has done business with this bank over the 
years. He said the appointee during World War II was the 
leading advisor to President PRANKLIM®D. ROOSEVELT on science 
aid the atom bomb. He said he has served in various advisory 
capacities over the years and is a very able and completely 
reliable individual. He recommended him unqualifiedly ' for 
a position of trust, and responsibility. 


On Mowmhpr’ TP ■ TQ6 f 



Trust Department, New England 


about l l during which time the bank has handled many 

business matters for the appointee. He said the appointee 

is a noted scientist and one who has served this -country and. - •• 

its presidents since World War II. He recommended him 

without reservation for a high position of trust and responsibility 

.based upon ability, good character, reputation, associates 

and loyalty to the United States. V 


On MnvfimhPT- 


he has 
■PUSH 




own se msK 


42, 1 

I MIT, 

tor ^ 


1965,[ 


Cambridge, M 
aunroyimatelvl 


aaaanhiiRPi-1-.s J 

I that Dr 


advised 


] stated he would give Dr. BUSH a clear bill 


of health as to character, reputation, loyalty and associates 
as he is the most outstanding man in the -country today. 


On Mmromhor. TO 


r 


? 


| MIT, stated that Dr. BUSH is the most outstanding 
scientist in the country today. He was past president of 
the MIT Corp oration and -present ly honorary chai rman of the 
corporation. | | stated that Dr. BUSH's mind 

is just as keen today is it ever was and that he would hot 
hesitate to recommend Dr. BUSH for arywprk the Government 
may call upon him. today as his character, loyalty, reputation 
and associates are beyond question. 
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On November 12, 1965 , J. B. WIESNER, Dean of The ♦ 
School- of Science, MIT, advised he-*' has Icnown Dr. BUSH .for; • >. . 
many years and considers him the most outstanding scientist V : . 
in the country. He stated he cannot begin to enumerate the 
.achievements of Dr. BUSH. He stated he would recommend without' 
reservation Dr. BUSH for any position of confidence and 
trust with the Government; He stated he cannot think of any 
other person who has contributed more -to the United States 
.than Dr. BUSH. • . ■ 


| He stated he cannot praise - 

Dr. bush highly enough and that he would fully endorse Dr. 

BUSH for any position the . Government may call upon him to 
do. He stated Dr. BUSH's character, reputation, loyalty 
and associates are beyond question. 

On November .12, 1965 , Dr. JAMES R. ' KILLIAN, JR., 
Chairman of the Corporation, MIT, stated Dr. BUSH is just 
as -vigorous and active today as he ever was; that his age' 
has not -slowed him -tip one bit. He .'stated Dr. BUSH was 
chairman of the corporation and presently honorary chairman. 

Dr. KILLIAN stated that he, KILLIAN, succeeded Dr. BUSH as; 
Chairman of the Corporation. Dr. KILLIAN stated he would 
endorse Dr. BUSH without reservation for any work. the Government 
may call upon;, his to perform, as he is. completely dependable . * 
and loyal'. • 

On . November 12, 1965 , I 1 

Belmont, Massachuse tts polic e ^Department, verified the ■ 

residence of Mr. and Mrs. RALPH LAWRENCE, 66 Stone Road, 

Belmont, and stated the files- 6 f this department contained 
no arrest record in their names’. 

On November 12, 1965, FRANCIS H. MARSHALL, Chief, 
Provincetown, Massachusetts Police ' Department, verified the 


i 
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residence ox" EDITH L. BUSH at 96 Commercial Street, Provincetown, 
and stated she has no arrest records with this department. 

On November 12, 1965 , personel. Office of the 
Massachusetts Commissioner of Probation, Suffolk County 
Courthouse, Boston, Massachusetts, a central repository for. 
all criminal conviction records in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, advised the files of this office contained • ; 
no record identifiable with appointee’s sisters and brother- < 

in-law, as above named. j 
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UNITED STATES G®)RNMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. Gale 


from W. V. Clevel|a|i|r\j ^ (/ 

O 

SUBJECT: VANNEVAR BUSH 

SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 


DATE:. 11/15/65 


ffTolson 

If Belmont . — - 

[I Mohr 

• H De Loach JL. 
** Casper ~ — - 
Callahan __ 

' Conrad 

Felt ~ 

Gale Vj 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room - 

Holmes 

Gandy — — - 



A 

Request received 10/25/65 from White House for investigation 
of Bush, who is being considered for a White House staff position regarding 
a White House panel in connection with the Foreign Intelligence Advisory 
Board. Investigation now complete. 

Bush is the prominent atomic scientist who has been associated 
with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology for many years. During 
World War II he directed the scientific effort of the United States in the 
development of the atomic bomb and other weapons. Investigation indicates 
[Bush has been critical of Government security programs in the past. He was 
'interviewed by us concerning Robert Oppenheimer in 1947, at which time he 
stated that prior to World War II Oppenheimer was procommunist, but he did 
not believe he was then disloyal, having divorced himself from his ques- 
tionable associations. Bush testified at hearings concerning Oppenheimer 
in 1954. Investigation otherwise highly favorable and persons interviewed 
described him as one of our foremost scientists who has given much of his 
time to the service of the United States Government. H 

Since June, 1954, Bush has been on the list of persons not to be 
contacted without prior Bureau approval. The files indicate that prior to 
that time Dr. Bush had been very cooperative with the Bureau going back to 
1936. When interviewed during an applicant case in 1954 Bush asked the 
investigating Agent if the Agent knew all about him (Bush) and when informed 
the Agent did not know all about him, Bush said the Agent should know about 
him before interviewing him and he did not have time to answer the questions. 
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ACTION: 


Enclosed is a letter to Mr. Watson at the 
transmitting the results of our investigation concer^in^^pu^h^^ 

Enclosures / &•& • — //—A 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. Young 
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Honorable Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

Transmitted herewith is a summary 
memorandum containing the results^of investigation 
conducted concerning Dr. Vanney ar B ush, .. which was 
requested by Mrs. Mildred Stegall on October 25, 
1965. 


The investigation of Dr. Bush covered 
inquiries as to his character, loyalty, general 
standing and ability, but no inquiries were made— ■ 
as to the sources of his income. 


K 


Sincerely 


X/ J/-/&5 


EX. - 107 
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.16 JAN 3 1966 



See memo Cleveland to Gale re Vannevar Bush, SPI-White House, 
DHY;jm, 11/15/65. 
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November 15, 1965 


VANNED 



BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 


Birth 


Dr. Bush was born on March 11, 1890, In Everett, 
Massachusetts. 

Education 

Dr. Bush attended Tufts University, Medford, 
Massachusetts, from September, 1909, to June, 1913, receiving 
a B.S. degree and an M.S. degree, both in electrical engi- 
neering and both summa cum laude. 

Dr. Bush attended Harvard University, Cambridge^ - 
Massachusetts, from September, 1915, to June, 1916, 
receiving Doctor of Electrical Engineering degrees from -y 
both Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute ojf-. 
Technology (MIT) under an agreement which existed between £ 
those two educational institutions at that time. CP 2 

v— A c? 

Dr. Bush has received numerous honorary degrees -s 
from colleges and universities throughout the United States^ 
in recognition of his work in the field of electrical engi-^ 
neering and his service to the United States Government. 


Dr. Bush has indicated that during 1913 he was 
employed by the General Electric Company, Schenectady, 
New York. No records could be located concerning that 
employment and it was not verified. 
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Vannevar Bush 


From September, 1014, to June, 1919, Dr. Bush vas 
employed as an instructor and an assistant professor by 
Tufts University, Bedford, Massachusetts. 

During the Summer of 1915 Dr, Bush was employed 
as a subinspector by the Brooklyn Navy Yard, United States 
Navy, Brooklyn, New. York. 

Since 1919, except for various leaves of absence, 
Dr. Bush has been employed in various capacities by the MIT, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. He is presently Honorary Chairman 
of the Corporation and life member of the Corporation. 

From November, 1939, to December, 1955, Dr. Bush 
was President of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, 
Washington, D. C. 

From 1938 to 1951 Dr. Bush served for various 
periods of time as Director, Office of Scientific Research 
and Development, Office of Emergency Management, Executive 
Office of the President; member, National Advisory Committee 
£>r Aeronautics; Chairman, Research and Development Board, 
National Military Establishment; Chairman, Research and 
Development Board, Department of Defense; and Chairman, Joint 
Research and Development Board; all in Washington, D. C. 

Dr. Bush is a trustee of the Carnegie Institution 
of Washington, Washington, D. C, ; lUfts University, Medford, 
Massachusetts; Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; and the George Putnam Fund of Boston. 

From 1940 to 1956 he was a member of the Board of 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. 

In the past, Dr. Bush has served as a consultant 
to the National Science Foundation; National Bureau of 
Standards, Department of Commerce; Secretary of WarJ Depart- 
ment of State; National Park Service, Department of the 
Interior; and the Patent Office, Department of Commerce; all 
in Washington, D. C. Since April, 1962, he has served as a 
consultant to Merck and Company, Incorporated, Rahway, 

New Jersey. 
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From January i 1947, to February, 1962, Dr. Bush was 
a member of the Board of Directors of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company, New York, New York. From November, 

1949, to April, 1962, he was a member of the Board of Directors 
of lterck and Company, Incorporated, Rahway, New Jersey. 

Dr. Bush has received numerous awards, medals and 
honors in recognition of his work as an engineer, educator 
and administrator. In January, 1964, he was awarded the 
National Hedal of Science by President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Dr. Bush is a member of numerous scientific and professional 
organizations and is the author of several books dealing with 
the field of electrical engineering. 

Marital Status 

Dr. Bush is married to the former Phoebe Davis and 
resides with her at 304 Marsh Street, Belmont, Massachusetts. 

Military Service 


Dr. Bush was appointed a lieutenant commander in 
the United States Naval Reserve on September 30, 1924. He 
was honorably discharged on June 2, 1933, as a lieutenant 
commander by reason of resignation. His record is clear. 

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 


Interviews 

Julius A. Stratton, President, MIT, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, advised he has known Dr. Bush for many years 
both socially and professionally and considers him a dedicated 
public servant who has devoted much of his time to the service 
of his country. Dr. Stratton stated that Dr. Bush led the 
scientific effort of the United States during World War II and 
directed the assembly of the atomic bomb. He stated that, even 
though Dr. Bush is aged 75, hln mind is clear and he is the 
same person who "took this country" through World .War II and 
the soundness of his Judgment has never changed. Dr. Stratton 
advised "there is no person alive today who has borne the 
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responsibilities which Dr. Bush has borne." Dr. Stratton 
stated that Dr. Bush is a loyal American whose character, 
reputation and associates are beyond reproach and he highly 
recommended him for any position of trust and responsibility." 


TUfts University. Medford, riassachusetts . a dvised he has be en 
acquainted with Dr. Bush for* many years and l I 

fTufts University with Dr. Bush. He said 

he considers Dr. Bush one of the most remarkable and out- 
standing gentlemen he has ever known. He stated Dr. Bush is 
an extremely learned scientist and teacher and a dedicated 
American citizen who has served In many capacities for the 
United States Government. He advised that Dr. Bushb character, 
reputation and associates are above question and he highly 
recommended him for any position of trust and responsibility. 

Alan Waterman, National Academy of Sciences and 
National Research Council, Washington, D. C. , advised he has 
known Dr. Bush for over 30 years and worked with him in 
the Office of Scientific Research and Development during 
World War II. Dr. Waterman stated that after World War II 
Dr. Bush was very instrumental in founding the National Science 
Foundation through his recommendations to the President cf the 
United States. He advised his association with Dr. Bush has 
been social as well as professional. He said Dr* Bush is a 
very brilliant engineer and a most capable administrator who 
is highly regarded both personally and professionally. He 
stated that Dr, Bush is very keen and energetic in spite of 
his age. Dr. Waterman advised there can be no question 
concerning Dr. Bush's character, reputation, loyalty and 
associates, and he highly recommended him for any position of 
trust and responsibility. 

Caryl P. Haskins, President, Carnegie Institution 
of Washington, Washington, D. C., advised he worked closely 
with Dr. Bush during World War II in the Office of Scientific 
Research and Development and has been closely associated with 
him both socially and professionally since that time. He said 
that Dr. Bush is forcible, decisive and brilliant, and is an 
experienced executive and administrator. Dr. Haskins stated 
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he is acquainted with the other members of Dr. Bush's family 
and considers them all reputable persons. He further advised 
that Dr. Bush is a loyal American whose character, reputation, 
associates and integrity are above reproach. He highly recom- 
mended Dr. Bush for any position of trust and responsibility . 

George Putnam, Jr,, President, Putnam Management 
Company, Boston, Massachusetts, advised he has served with 
Dr. Bush as a trustee of the George Putnam Fund of Boston 
and considers him one of the most outstanding men he has ever 
met. He stated that Dr. Bush is very alert and active for 
his age and he is certain Dr. Bush would not permit himself 
to serve in any capacity if he felt his faculties were failing 
in any way. He said Dr. Bush is a dedicated public servant 
of rare ability who is a hard worker and who is highly regarded 
by all who know him. Hr. Putnam commented very favorably 
concerning Dr. Bush's character, reputation, loyalty and 
associates, and he highly recommended him for a position of 
trust and responsibility. ^6 

— b7C 

Carnegie 

Institution of Washington, Washington, D. C., advised he has 
known Dr, Bush both socially and professionally since 1956. 

He stated that Dr. Bush has had an outstanding career and 
en.loys an exc ellent personal and professional reputation. 

I said that Dr. Bush is very outspoken and never 
hesitates to question others when he feels they are mistaken 
on a particular theory. He stated that Dr. Bush has been 
cleared for access to sensitive material on many occasions 
and w o r.k e d on the develo pment of the atomic bomb during 
World War II J | advised that, in his opinion, 

Dr. Bush has done more tor his country "than 98 per cent of 
the citiasens" and has demonstrated his loyalty and patriotism 
many times. He stated that Dr. Bush has a "wonderful ability" 
to foresee "things of the future" and had developed an analytic 
machine many years ago which was the forerunner of the present 
electronic computers. | | advised that Dr. Bush's 

morals, character and associates are above reproach and he 
highly recommended him for a position of trust with the federal 
Government , 
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Max Tishler, President, Merck, Sharp and Dohme 
Research Laboratories Division, Merck and Company, 
Incorporated, Rahway , New Jersey, advised he has known 
Dr. Bush both socially and professionally for over 20 
years. Dr. Tishler stated that Dr. Bush is one of the 
outstanding men of our age who is of impeccable character 
and who has unusual qualities of intelligence and ability. 

He said that Dr. Bush associates with persons of good 
character and his loyalty and reputation are above question. 
He highly recommended Dr. Bush for employment in a position 
of trust and responsibility. 

Thirty-two other associates and acquaintances of 
Dr. Bush's were interviewed and advised he is a loyal 
American citizen whose character, reputation and associates 
are above question. Those acquainted with the other members 
of his family advised they are all reputable persons. He 
was described as an outstanding scholar, teacher and admin- 
istrator who has served the United States Government on many 
occasions. It was stated he is a person of the highest 
integrity who is Intelligent, energetic and dedicated to his 
work. It was further stated his contributions to the United 
States in the field of science and scientific research of 
the most secret nature are unequaled. They highly recom- 
mended Dr. Bush for any position of trust and responsibility. 

Clearances 

Dr. Bush has been granted numerous security 
clearances by Government agencies and the following are 
presently active: 

Top secret clearance granted by the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense on 
May 21, 1957; secret clearance granted 
by the Office of the Secretary of Defense 
on April 10, 1958; and top secret clearance 
granted by the Office of Naval Research, 

Department of the Navy, on February 8 , 1960. 
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Passport Record 

The records of the Passport Office, Department of 
State, Indicate Dr. Bush has been issued nine passports since 
November 14, 1927, for travel to numerous countries throughout 
the world on business and pleasure. Those files contain no 
derogatory information concerning him. 

Miscellaneous 

The March 20, 1955, issue of "The New York Times 
Magazine" contains an article by Dr, Bush entitled, "To Make 
Our Security System Secure." In that article Dr. Bush 
indicates that loyalty clearance procedures require revision 
"from the ground up" as a program is needed that is alive to 
subversion and equally alive to the rights of citizens. A 
copy of that article is enclosed. 

A review of hearings before the Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Government Operations, Bouse of Representatives, 
on the "Organization and Administration of the Military 
Research and Development Programs" indicates Dr. Bush, then 
President of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, Washington, 
D. C. , testified on June 18, 1954. In his testimony Dr, Bush 
stated that the development of weapons was very closely inter- 
linked with their use and it was impossible to separate a 
discussion of their development completely from the manner in 
which they were used in practice. He said he felt there were 
two serious weaknesses which impede the program of research 
and development. Re stated, "First, the security clearance 
system as now practiced is, in my opinion, doing great damage 
to the relations between science and Government and particu- 
larly to the relations between scientists and weapons develop- 
ment." He further stated, "Second, it seems to me we have lost 
our effectiveness in getting new weapons tested, tried out, 
produced on an experimental basis and finally introduced in use." 

Dr. Bush stated, "Now, let me turn to the other weak- 
ness for a moment, and that is the security system. I do not 
need to bore you, certainly, with a detailed recital. I feel 
that the way in which our security system is working at the 
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present time is driving a wedge between the military and 
the scientific people of the country , and is doing great 
harm, 

•’During the War there was developed a partnership 
between military men and scientific men. It was not brought 
about automatically; it is not a thing that occurs readily. 

These men come from different backgrounds, and it is hard 
for each group to understand the other; but nevertheless, by 
the end of the War an excellent situation had developed in 
which there was mutual respect between the two groups, and 
they operated together well,.., That partnership, which was a 
healthy one at the end of the war, is, in my opinion, now 
almost destroyed, and one of the primary reasons is the 
security system." 

Dr. Bush testified, "The scientists, generally, that 
served well, loyally, and vigorously now find that they are 
being queried, and people arc going about asking questions 
about them. The whole air of suspicion is just not such as 
to produce good collaboration, the kind of really wholehearted 
collaboration between military men and the scientific 
community that we very much need to have for the problems that 
are ahead of us." 

In his testimony Dr, Bush stated, "Scientists today 
arc discouraged and downhearted, and feel that they are being 
pushed out, and they are." He stated, "They go on working, 
but they feel they are not welcome, that they are regarded 
with suspicion, that some of tho men who led them during the 
War are now being questioned and their security and loyalty 
are in doubt. They are like any Army without trust in their 
top leadership or in the political leadership of the country." 

Dr. Bush said that he felt the President's executive 
order and the way it has been implemented have been very 
unfortunate and have increased the seriousness of the situation. 

He stated, "There is no question in my mind that we 
must have a very effective type of security to prevent leaks 
of technical matters, diplomatic matters, or any other matters 
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that should he held under secrecy; that we should be very 
alert that we have no subversives in our midst, no traitors 
about; that we must have a system that is thoroughly enforced 
in every laboratory and every military center to preserve the 
essential secrets. 

"Hie system should be an intelligent one; it should 
be a system that produces the desired effect, that secures 
results without disrupting the whole operation, without 
throwing us in a^ complete turmoil, and without reducing morale 
to the extent that it has been reduced recently." 

Dr. Bush mentioned there was a workable security 
system during World War II and he believed it was possible to 
have a workable security system "which will produce good 
results without the sort of scandalous affairs that we have 
had continually before us in recent years, and without driving 
the scientists of this country into a position where they 
think their Government does not want them and is suspicious of 
then and where morale is so low that we cease our accomplish* 
ments . ” ° 

During the course of another investigation conducted 
in March, 1947, Dr. Bush was interviewed concerning J. Robert 
Oppenheimer. Dr. Bush stated that, in his opinion, 

Dr. Oppenheimer was definitely procommunist and pro-Russian 
prior to the beginning of World War II and had many friends 
and associates who had procommunist inclinations. Dr. Bush 
said, however, that, at the time of the interview, 

Dr. Oppenheimer was definitely not pro-Russian although ho 
still could be described as a "liberal.” He advised that 
Dr. Oppenhelmer's loyalty was above question and he did not 
favor the sharing of atomic information with Russia or any 
other foreign power and was an advocate of strong international 
control of atomic information. Dr. Bush said he believed 
Dr. Oppenheimer had broken off his associations with questionable 
friends of communist leanings. 

During 1954 the Personnel Security Board of the 
Atomic Energy Commission held hearings in Washington, D. C. , 
concerning Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer. Dr. Bush testified 
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before the Board on April 23, 1954. Enclosed herewith is 
a transcript of his testimony before that Board. 

Concerning Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
mentioned hereinbefore, he is the atomic 
scientist whose clearance for access to 
classified data was denied by the Atomic 
Energy Commission on June 29, 1954, 
because of his disregard for the require- 
ments of a security system and because 
his conduct in connection with the hydrogen 
bomb project was such as to raise a doubt 
as to whether his future participation 
would be clearly consistent with the 
interests of security, airing the Personnel 
Security Board hearing pertaining to 
Dr, Oppenheimer, allegations were made to 
the effect that in the past he had been 
closely associated with members of the 
Communist Party and had contributed to 
Communist Party front organizations. 

Close Relatives 

Father, Richard Perry Bush, deceased 

Mother, Emma Llnwood Bush, deceased 

Sister, Edith L. Bush 

Provincetown, Massachusetts 

Sister, Reba Bush Lawrence 

Belmont, Massachusetts 

Son, Richard D. Bush 

Belmont, Massachusetts 
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Credit Checks 

Information has been received from the appropriate 
credit reporting agencies indicating their files contain 
either no record or no additional pertinent information 
concerning Dr. Bush. 

Arrest Checks 

Information has been received from the appropriate 
lav enforcement agencies indicating their files contain no 
information concerning Dr. Bush or his close relatives, with 
the exception of the following: 

Die records of the Massachusetts 
Commissioner of Probation, Boston, 

Massachusetts, a central repository 
for all traffic and criminal convic- 
tion records in the Commonwealth of 

b6 
b7C 


Agency Checks 

Information has been received from the following 
governmental agencies indicating their files contain either 
no record or no additional pertinent information concerning 
Dr. Bush: 

G-2, United States Army Counterintelligence 
Records Facility, Fort Holabird, Maryland; 

House Committee on Un-American Activities; 

Atomic Energy Commission; Security Services 
Division, Office of the Secretary of Defense; 
Office of Security, Department of state; 

Office of Naval Intelligence; Bureau of 
Personnel Investigations, Civil Service Com- 
mission; Central Intelligence Agency; Office 
of special Investigations, Department of the 
Air Force; and the United States Secret 
Service. 




11 



Vannevar Bush 


The central files of the FBI, including the files of 
the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent 
information concerning Dr. Bush. 

Enclosures (2) 
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Loyally clearance procedures require revision 'from the ground up,' 
says Bush. We need a program that is clive lo subversion and equally 

alive to the rights of citizens. 


»Dv VnNNEVfIR RUSH 

y 

Wash i noton. 

•j"" FTKK n spell of fever the country 

/ linn now returned to nn almost 
*” nortnnl temperature ns It regards 
tlie prohle m of loyalty on the purl of 
Ms ell Irens In high or sensitive plnces. 
Key ruses have disappeared from the 
front page, the Inst of those being so 
potently nbstird Ihnt It wrs Indicrons. 
Oppenhelmer la living n hnppy and con- 
: atnirllvo life, contributing to our phi- 
losophy If not to our defense. Condon 
Is (caching physlra rnther thnn making 
new kinds of glass, and no doubt teach- 
ing well. Lndejlnsky Is back at work 
on Ills specialty. 

* Hut no one looks back on the recent , 
1 Imbroglio over loynlty procedures with 
any pride or satisfaction. For widely 
different reasons the feeling prevnlls 
tlml the system of loynlty clearance 
under which we have operated has been 
defective. We need a new system, not 
a bit of tampering with the Old: we 
need a 1Pb5 model, not nn anti-ratlllng 
device to be attached to a Model T. 

The new syptem should be built from 
the ground up by a competent body of ’ 
men with nn unrestricted assignment. 1 ^ 
Tlint body should Include members who 
are vigorously nlivc to the dangers of , 
subversion and others who ar«i equally ’ ' 
alive to the rights of citizens. It should 
not be Just a collection of scientists. It 
must, by all means, be divorced from 
politics. It need not be hurried at Its 
Job, for our present situation Is npt to 
continue a long time. But It should 
be so thorough that It will bring the 
whole problem of enemy penetration 
and disloyalty under control, without 
again making It a political football and 


without wrecking the careers of humble 
public servants. 

First, the body should vlnualtzc. the 
world conditions under which the re- 
vised system Is likely to operate: sec- 
ond. It should nnnlyzc the objectives and 
methods of our enemy In the field of 
propaganda nnd subversion; v third, It 
should write down the objectives which 
the new system Is to accomplish; fourth. 
It should establish a group of principles 
to which the Byslem should conform; 
and, fifth, It should create a system 
that Is to attain our objectives In ac- 
cordance with the established prln-‘ 
ciples. I fere we can touch only the 
high spots of this program. 

A. -AS nearly nn we can now sec, we nro 
entering a period of technical stnle- 
male, In which great wars are unlikely 
■ to occur, though secondary wars fought 
with limited means may be a common 
occurrence. This seems, at least, to be 
the best tlml we can hope for at pres- 
ent. For no great war can ever again 
be won; It can only rnd with the partial 
or complete annihilation of both con- 
testants. 

Otir enemy relies chiefly on the 
wenpons of penetration nnd subversion 
to weaken us so that later he can de- 
stroy us. Me tries to steal our secrets, 
to penetrate our organizations and in- 
fluence our actions, ond, above all, to 
spread confusion nnd mutual distrust 
among us. In this Inst purpose he has 
heen extremely successful — so success- 
ful, In fact, that he need hardly try 
further; for we arc carrying on the 
process without Ids aid. 

The enemy’s success In this respect 
has had an especially severe Impact on 
the scientific community.. For aclen- 
( tlsta occupy a key position with respect 
to those secrets that should bo most 
strictly kept. They are an Individual- 
istic lot; other«'i:ir they would be of 
little value as scientists. 


White they conernlrnts In 
• heir npeclnl ' fields, they are 
often extremely naive In oth- 
ers. When we dreamed of 
world understanding as a 
means of ending all war. there 
was a greater portion of gulli- 
ble men among them than 
among most other Intellectual 
groups. And there were a few 
■•-nn excredlngly few— traitors 
nniong them. 

i /IllCI! of the recent witch- 
hunt. therefore, seemed to . 
concentrate on their profes- 
sion. Yet In no other place 
could Its effects be more dis- 
astrous lo our national inter- 
est. Young men hesitate to 
enter the scientific professions, 
and In particular to participate* 
In the scientific programs of 
the military arms because of 
the danger to their reputations 
nnd success. We must chsnge 
this situation if we are to com- 
pete on even ter/ns with the 
enemy. 

Hul. let It bo perfectly clear ’ 
lhal scientists ask no special 
privilege. To restore the prin- 
ciples of the Bill of Rights in 
all the processes of govern- 
ment la not to grant special 
privilege. To urge a revision 
of our present faulty security 
system Is not to seek special 
privilege. 

The great question now la • 
whether our recent public be- i 
havlor Is a passing phase, or • 
whether wc propose to change . 
our part of the free world until • 
It becomes a replica of the | 
CRptive world which opposes 1 
us. If we choose the latter, the 5 
struggle will be over, for it i 
’will then no longer, matter J 
which tyranny prevails. „ 


VANWEVAR RUSH, • Iraki Kknlht ll pai. 

klinl of Ik* Csincji* Institution, H« wo, w4f- 

tint k,«d of ts* Offico of Scientific RiMordh 
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Whnl then, should be our 
objectives ns wo rnnslrurt n.id 
operate g, system for examin- 
ing Inlo the loyalty of Gov- 
moment servants nrt<l those 
who serve voluntarily on 
boards or committers? 

In the first plnec. we wool 
to throw the Communists out. 

If there Is a man. of any rank 
tn the Government, who Is tak- 
ing his orders from the Krem- 
lin. we want to Ret rid of him ' 
promptly, ff there Is a lenehci' 
who Is Imparting to the young 
principles which are not his 
own hut are dictated to him by 
the machinery of the Commu- 
nist parly, we want to see to 
It that he stop* teaching, 

r T a 

JS. MCltR Is a point here which 
needs more discussion. We be- 
lieve In free speech and a free 
press and that any man has a 
right to express his honest 
opinions and to crlticlr.e his . 
government. 

We believe with Brandci* 
that “freedom to think ns you 
will and to speak as you think 
are means Indispensable to the 
discovery and spread of pollli- ' 
cal truth; that without free 
speech and assembly, discus-*, 
slnn would be futile; that with 
thein, discussion affords ordi- 
narily adequate nroteetlon 
against the dissemination of 
noxious doctrine: that the 

greatest menace to freedom is 
an. Inert people; ihnt public 
discussion is a political duty; 

. and that this should he a fun- 
damental principle of the 
American Government." 

We hnve generally ac- 
cepted the statement by 
Holmes that "We should be 
• eternally vigilant against at- 
tempts to check the expression 
of opinions that we loathe ond 
believe to be fraught with 
death, unless they so immi- 
nently tin eaten immediate In- 
terference wit'n the lawful and' 
pressing purposes of the law’ 
that an immediate check Is re-, 

. quired to save the country.” 

We hesitate, however, to go 
ns far as I-.incoln did when he 
said, “This country with its in- 
stitutions belongs to the peo- 
ple who Inhabit it. Whenever 
they shall grow weary of the 
existing government, they can 
exercise their constitutional 
right of amending It, or their 
revolutionary right to dismem- 
ber or overthrow it.” . T 


^^Bthnrc is n vast .h.f»r- 
cnce^Wwccn the hmir.-ii oliv.si 
who would change our system 
.of government beran:..' he 
thinks he has a better 5y.M11 
— even when hls nets lim-der on 
the violent — and the person 
who is part of 0 foreign con- 
spiracy to wreck the nation. 
Regarding the latter we have 
no doubts and no hesitancy. If 
he is a citizen, he is a traitor. 
•If he Is a guest In the land, lie 
is a spy. In either cose tie must 
be found out and dealt with 
according to hi* deserts. 

This alone, however, is nor a 
sufficient objective. We want 
to make it possible for a hum- 
ble citizen to serve his govern- 
ment without fear of powerful 
men. wc want decency in our 
national life, h'orc than that, 
wc want to establish an at- 
mosphere of trust and mutual 
confidence among our citizens. 
Our security system needs to 
have two objectives, one to get 
rid of our enemies and their 
adherents, and the other to en- 
courage. support and protect 
honest, loyal citizens as they 
work on matters that are im- 
portant for our safety and our 
prosperity. 

— — 

>i 

a mnn was once a fool, do 
we condemn him for life, or do 
1 we let him prove that he has 
1 outgrown his folly 7 If we ex- 
‘cliidcd from government and 
from other employment all 
who have sometimes been 
foolish, wc would not have 
enough left to man our guns 
or run our factories. But we 
are concerned here more par- 
ticularly with the man who 
once subscribed to or Girted 
with t he Communist philos- 
ophy and later, realizing his 
error, became a loyal citizen. 

There are all degrees of in- 
volvement. of course. We cer- 
tainly don’t- want to welcome 
with open arms, and introduce 
into sensitive spots, the man 
who professes sudden reforma- 
tion!' But neither do we ward 
to exclude permanently fimn 
the practice of hls trade or 
profession llie mnn whn dl«l no 
more than attend a incrilng of 
Communists out of curiosity 
, when he was nn adolescent. 


A 

* * t, b“‘-l pruo^^Vn chnnge 
of lioi'il In loyal soVviop, and 
thoie ore ph-id v of places In 
the Covermncnt whole one can- 
nerve loyally without having 
neeo'ia to military noerets. In 
• he :U niggle wllli Itusnln we 

shall all the capable men 

We can muster, 

Quite apart from the ques- 
tion of decent humanity, wc 
ennnot afford to waste our 
moat precious resource: the 
talents of our trained citizens. 
So, one object of ntir system 
should li? to give 1 ho Individ- 
ual about whom lliore Is doubt 
a chance-- a safe one, ccr- 
I aluly, tml a path up Inal end of 
down, mid an opportunity to 
irmovc whaleyri* doubt exists. 

If a new system Is f.n be 
built, lliore are several princi- 
ples to lie kepi In mind. A 
considerable ealalogue of them 
Is contained in the Hill of 
, RiRbLs. 

‘ There seems to be n feeling 
about that the Government 
does not impose a penalty on a 
person unless It fines him or 
puls him In jail, and two fal- 
lacies have emerged from the 
confusion In this regard. It is 
said that to work for the Gov- 
ernment is a privilege and, 
therefore, that the Government 
has a right to terminate one's 
employment with it arbitra- 
rily. 


-k, IIRRB Is no question of 
privilege involved. When a cit- 
izen serves the Government be 
Is paid a salary and presumably 
gives capable, honest service 
In return. He has a duty to 
serve well Rnd loyally. But the 
Government also haa a respon- 
sibility to avoid imposing hard- 
ship on any mnn who has 
served it faithfully, except on 
proof of disloyalty or for rea- 
sons apart from those wo arc 
.considering here, auch ns In. 
competence. 

If disloyalty Is not proved 
.but loyalty is doubted, wc need 
;r,nt cut off a man’s support 
land place a stigma on him 

llinl will make hls employment 
else where almost impossible, 
IM rnn lie shifted to an Insrn* 
Mllve Job with lime difficulty 
and no danger. We have al- 
ready dimmed for life ton 
many humble employes of the 
Government merely because 
there was doubt or because 
our security system was too 
clumsy to resolve It. 


In our rnurls we have a 
complex syslcm of rules of 
evidence to protert a citizen 
ngntnst unwarranted pmseru- 
ttnii, to expose liars, and to 
arrive nl farts ns far ns Is 
pnsslhtc In lb- light of human 
frailties. Undoubtedly we hnve 
nl times carried this system to 
extremes and hobbled our pro- 
cedure unneccssnrlly. Blit the 
system has evolved ns a result 
of a thousand years of expe- 
rience, and we should not 
abandon It light ly, 


U M B cannot carry It all over 
Into loyalty procedures with- 
out rendering them cumber- 
some. Still, such procedures 
place n man In jeopardy — not, 
to he sure, of life or limb, but 
of hls good name, whirh may 
be more precious; and, there- 
fore. the heat advice of men 
learned in the law should be 
obtained If we are to have a 
sound and fair system embody- 
ing the safeguards that have 
been found essential for wise 
Judgments. 

• We have had. recently, some 
very striking and dishearten- 
ing examples of how far an 
-unscrupulous liar can go and 
the harm he can do when pro- 
ceedings arc loose and infor- 
mal, and he docs not have to 
run the gantlet of vigorous 
cross-examination. 

The Bill of Rights says that 
a man shall not be twice 
placed In jeopardy for the 
same offense, In our loyally 
system there Is no finality. 
Important men who could con- 
tribute much to the nation's 
real security have found tt 
necessary lime after time to 
go through the same rigmarole, 
filling out forms, appearing 
before loyalty bonrds, reassur- 
ing their neighbors that con- 
stant Inquiry docs not neces- 
(yirily mean they arc subver- 
sive. 

Borne have also hn.1 to spend 
their own money, time after" 
time, merely defending them- , 
selves against ill-founded at- 
tacks. This has not generally 
been the result of new evi- 
dence presented. It has Just 
been because we have a' 
clumsy, inadequate system, 
steeped In confusion. When a 
man Is cleared he ought to 
slay cleared unless there Is 
.new and pertinent evidence 
that he should not be. 


l>o wi> still subscribe to thnl 
Item of the lllll of UlRht.iT Or 
do we think It Is not Jeopardy 
when n roan may lose position, 
reputation unit friends because 
of the acts of his Government? 


■ H ■ 

Jl, HK most serious aspect of 
our system to dale has been 
that It has been used for spite 
nm! for thought control. Whol- 
ly unsupported charges lodged 
nmlnly for spile hnvc been en- 
tertained seriously and made 
the basis for action when a 
proper court would hnvc ccn 1 - 
pletcly dlsrcRnrdod them. 

The matter of thought con- 
trol has been more subtle and 
more disastrous. Apparently 
I he argument rocs something 
PUe this: A man expressed 
opinions contrary to those 
which have been accepted «* a 
Government policy. Perhaps 
he did so in the Interests of 
Russia. We shall, therefore, 
examine whether his opinions 
were sound. What a travesty 
on the Ideals of free speech f 

And I nm not writing mere- 
ly of rases Hint have been In 
the headlines. I have In mind 
enscs of a number of persons 
that received no publicity. My 
lofoimnlton about lliem Is 
fragmentary, and I could prove 
nothing; for they have been 
surrounded with all the para- 
phernalia of secrecy; they have 
been the subject of star cham- 
ber proceedings. 

Dut I believe there bns been 
altogether too muc.h thought, 
control of this kind; for If It 
bns been practiced In the full 
light of day, ns It has, we may 
be aure It has been practiced ■ 
far more in secret — sometimes 
on no better ground than that 
a man's arguments regarding 
policy have been found incon- 
.•venlent. 


X M OW I do not Intend to pre- 
scribe nn Idenl system. I hope 
very much that a fully compe- 
tent board will be given the 
tnftk of doing so before more 
barm Is done. But I have three 
suggestions In that direction. 

In the practice of criminal 
law we have grand Juries. 
They are part of our heritage, 
from the long struggle of the 
past against arbitrary power. 


Their power Is to protect the 
individual ngalnst capricious 
acts on, the part of govern- 
ment officials. Before n Dis- 
trict Attorney can jail a man 
and force him to defend him- 
self In court against sclous 
charges, he must have him In- 
dicted. And no Ihdlctmcnt will 
be returned unless the District 
Attorney can convince a grand 
Jury, made lip of the manV 
Iciiow citizens cbosrn by lid.* 
that hi has a strong viu«igh 
case to warrant setting nil Un> 
machinery of the courts in 
motion. 

Under our loyntty system, 
on the contrary, a man can !>•* 
suspended and forced lu de- 
fend himself at the whim of nn 
official who may have only I lie 
) flimsiest of evidence ngalnst 
,hlm. We need the equivalent 
'of a grand Jury in onr security 
system. Such an equivalent 
would be made up of men who 
owe no allegiance to any offi- 
cial who may mnke charges, 
and It should be rigorously 
supported and protected In its 
deliberations and findings. 

It could be selected by lot 
from men In the civil service. 
03 grand Juries are selected 
from the general body of citi- 
zens, which would be a reason- 


M 


V/ | 


able and democratic way of 
sharing the burden. No ma- 
chinery of trial should move 
unlcso there are serious 
charges aupported by adequate 
evidence In the opinion of such 
a group of men. If this hod 
been a part of our system In 
recent years, a large number 
of- cases that have caused real 
distress would never have got 
started.'.-. ..... • 


ryir 

Jl,IIK relation of a Govern- 
ment to Its employes In a dif- 
ferent matter Ilian 11 r* rela- 
tions to citizens at large. It 
Is. In some ways. r.omparablc 
In Its rein I Inn to men In uni- 
form. There are a dependence 
and nn agreement under which . 
both the men nml the Govern- 
ment have obligations and re- 
sponsibilities. 

When a soldier Is nulijerted, 
to eout t-niai t tnl. the llovern-l 
oirnl furrd-:lt'-;i Idol wttll coun- 
sel. Under llie present toynlty 
* -'ivsleni, a man who Is accused 
: must defend himself at his 
•uvn exp'-.i-n-. wiu u our nyi- 
•tem is revised thin burden 
j allied, | l»e lifted. The accused 

. I'lllolllrl lie furnished with vig- 
orous and capable counsel anil 
nhuiild have wide latitude In 
its ■teirelion. He can then ndd 
his own eounnel If he sees fit. 

Snell n provision would ac- 
complish a number of things, 
old protect the man who 

without resources and to 
whom bin Job may tie highly 
Important. It would put on 
end to the absurdity of pre- 
venting an aroused man or his 
counsel from seeing' some of 
Ibe evidence because It Is 
| '‘classified." This would be no 

more Ihn n merely decent snfl 
fair. 

In addition to positive ma- 
chinery for delecting mid cx- 
. rinding disloyal persons In our 
lilidst , there should b<* equally 
positive means for insuring 
that the system In not used for 
Improper purposes —for spite, 
for thought control, or for 
political advantage. 

A grand jury can report 
to a court, and nfteii does. If It 
believes prosecuting officers 
nro violating Hie law. An 
equivalent of the grand Jury 
should have a eurresponding 
opportunity In rolinretion with 
loyalty procedures. And It 
should report to the top In 
such Instances — to the supe- 
riors of the offending official 
as many steps removed as the 
circumstances and the gravity 
of the offense warrant. In Its 
opinion. The public would then 
have some assurance that the 
practice under the system Is 
clean. 


A. U that f have said ha# 
to do with thft security system 
employed In the Executive 
brnneh of government. What 
committees of Congress do Is 
up to Congress and, in the last 
nnalysls, up to the public opin- 
ion- whleh obtains. Courts, 
quite properly, refrain from 
entering Into questions of how 
Congress conducts tts business. 

Hut If the Executive branch 
has a really effective system 
• In operation and has cleaned 
Its house, there will be few 
specific cases to which Con- 
gress can usefully direct Its 
attention. We may then arrive 
at a situation In which Con- 
gress examines only Into the 
manner In which the Executive 
'branch Is operating, Instead of * 
attempting, in an exceedingly 
cumbersome and defective 
manner, the examination of 
individual cases, which should 
be promptly and effectively 
handled by a syatrm designed 
specifically for that purpose. 


Js ME tide has apparently 
turned. We are much more 
snne and less hysterical than 
a year ago. We arc gradually 
becoming more rei-jonablc In 
our approach to tb** problem 
of subversives. But there is a 
danger Here. Public opinion In 
till-, •■••untry sometimes swings 
to ext •■•Mies : wltns.ii) the great 
Prohibit ton experiment. 

As the tide turns, wc should 
be on the alert, to see that it 
does not swing too far anil 
leave us complacent. We still, 
no doubt, have some Commu- 
nists in our midst; and we still 
need to be vigilant In finding 
and removing them from 
places of trust In government . 
and Industry. 

It Is time for a now system, 
one that strikes a proper bal- 
ance, seeking out and remov- 
ing enemy sympathizers who 
are doing us harm, but offer- 
ing reasonable protection to 
the Innocent as It does so; one 
that will be decent and Just 
and that will not Itself subvert 
those ancient rights of man 
which are the essence of his 
liberty, • r , 
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During the war 1 was Chairman of the Nov/ Weapons 
Committee of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 1 

After tho War 7. was Chairman of the Joint Research 
and Development Board of the Army and Navy, and then when 
that Board was made permanent by statute, I v/as Chairman of 
the Research and Development Board until 1249. 

I think the no are tho principal appoin treats , sir. 

V 

Q About tow long have you known Dr. Opponhoimer? 

A I have known him well since tho early days of the 
war. I undoubtedly ret him in gatherings of physicists 
before that time, but have no specific recollection of the 
first date that 1 met him. 

Q What was your connection with his appointment to 
the Manhattan District? * . \ 


A There were appointments before then. At that . 
time General Groves, who v/as in charge of the Manhattan 
District, reported to a body of which I v/as Chairman, and 
which I omitted to list. It is rather hard to got all of these 
in. It was the Military Policy Committee, of which I was 
Chairman. Dr. Conant was my deputy. General Groves took up 
all of his programs and policies tilth that, group. 

At the time that General Groves made the appointment 
of Dr. Oppenheimer at Los Alamos, he took that matter up vSth 
us. In my memory he took it up informally, not in a formal 
meeting* and discussed it with Dr. Conant and with me. 

fxi.OO^ /xEPOl ' 
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Q What roc omi’.e n d at i o n did you make? 


A General Groves said he had in mind appointing Dr . 

Oppenhei mer. He reviewed for us orally v/hat he knew of Er. 
Oppenhoiaor 's prewar record . i don't remember that t;c looked 
at any file or any written rocords. Ho recited some of the 
previous history. Then ho asked the opinion of mo and Dr. 

Conant in .regard to the appointment, and I told him I thought it 
v/as a good appointment. 

Q Did you have any discussion about any prior left 

: 

wing associations that ho had? 

/ 

A Yes, Y/e did. Ho recited previous associations. 

Q When you say "ho", you mean whom? 

A General Groves. , 

/ - i • j > . ■< 

• i ' . » ' ‘ ' 

Q About v/hen v/as this? • v : 

A I noted down a £ov; dates. I can't say, gentlemen, 

that my memory for dates and the like is good. In fact, it is 
a little bad. I havo that date here sorcov/hero. Oppcnheimer 
was chosen in November of 1942. 

Q Did you havo opportunity to observe his work at 
Los Alamos? 

A In a sense v/hich I v/as responsible for it. The 
structure at that time, you remember, was this: OSID started 

this v/ork and continued it for a considerable period. It 
continued parts of it in fact after that date. I originally 

l 

to the H 
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President . On my roco xv.on Nation when the matter came to the 
construction of large facilities, the matter was transferred 
to the War Department. Secretary Stimson and I conferred, 
and the Manhattan District v/as sot up. Groves v/as made head . 


of it. 


After that the Military Policy Committee reviewed hi: 


recommendations on which I v/as Chairman , and there was also 
a policy committee appointed by the President which .consisted 
of the Vice President, Secretary Stimson, General Marshall, 

Dr. Conant and myself, 1 believe. That was appointed by Mr. 
Roosevelt at my request. When I v/as carrying the full 
responsibility, I told him I would prefer to have some group 
of that sort, and that committee v/as appointed. It never 
v/as formally dissolved. 

Q V/ould you say a word as to your view of Iiis 
achievement at Los Alamos? 

A He did a magnificent piece of v/orl:. More than any 
other scientist that I fmow of he v/as responsible for our 
having an atomic bomb on time; 

Q When v/as your next governmental connection with him, 
do you recall? 

A There have been so many I am not suro which one. 

Q Lot mo go bad; a minute and asl; you another question 

about . the Los Alamos won;. 


What significance t/ould you attach to the delivery 

f'xVp'-r^ ‘ fxERo') 
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of th© A bomb on time, or was it delivered on time? 

A That bomb was delivered on timo, and that moans it 
saved hundreds of thousands of casualties on tho beaches of 
Japan. It v;as also delivered on tir.o so that there was no 


necessity for any concessions to Russia at tho end of tho war. 
It was on time in the sense that after tho war wo had the 


principal deterrent that prevented Russia from sweeping’ over 
Europe after we demobilised. It is one of tho most magnificent 
performances of history in any development to have that thing 

* i i , 

on time. 1 ! . - 

i 

! : '• 

Q You were connected with the effort of this country 

■ ' ' ■ • ; 1 

to control international atomic energy before tho United 1 Rations? 

• A Yes. After the war, very soon after the war, .you 

, ■ ■ , 

* i 

remember that there was a so-called Atlce Conference, when 
Kr. Atlee came over and the Prime Minister of Canada came down . 

At that conference was prepared a declaration. I managed that 
affair for Secretary Cymes and John Anderson, and I wrote 
that declaration. That is where it was decidod to take this mat- 
ter to the United Nations; 1 ■ . 

t . • . 

! * • s • ■ i. 

• The next step was the Secretary of State's committee 
of which I was a member. That committee appointed a panel 






of' which Dr. Cppenheircer v/as a member. That panel prepared 
v/hat later ‘became known as tfye Baruch Plan. After it was 

7 v'r. ‘ * . • f 

'prepared, it was approved by th'e Secretary of State's 




Comni tt©e-7r’andr ’it ■.••was ; -present! 

...... 

■ - ■ : — ? 


nted to the United Nations by Mr.. 

• -~r~ - ... ' 


lor// 


Baruch at^Ro Presidents request. 


. ■ * - * 

Q Did you see something of Dr. Oppenheimor during that » 

poriod? 

A Certainly,’ We have a nuinbor of discussions between 
tae main committee and the panel that v/as drafting the 

J 

agreement. • 1 

Q Did you form ary opinion as to his contribution at j 

that time? j 

: .. . • t 

A His contribution was substantial in the thinking j 

that wont into that very difficult matter. ! 

!' ■■ ■ j 

Q When yon became Chairman, X think, of the Joint ? 

Reearch and Development Board in 1947, did you sot up an 

* . ’ ‘l 

Atomic Energy Committee? ;• 

■ . ■ , *•' 

A That is right. 2 appointed Dr. Oppenhoitnor as - f! 

< 

Chair^nn of it t as I rcr-smbor. i! 

• d 

Q What would you say as to his services in that | ! 

connection? “ 

, i; 

* l I think I can save time by saying that 1 have worked i- 

s ’ j? 

v/ith hxm on this general subject in many capacities. ''Two: have [■ 

oeen mentioned. He was also on the panel which reviewed the •; 

o/j-dence before ISr. Truman made the announcement of the Russian t! 

i ■ !i 

. atomic explosion. . He and I were both members- of a panel set • f 
, Up by tho Secretary of State which worked a year ago last : ! 

‘summer, I believe, on 'general disarmament matters. I think' ’ ,j ■ 
there were probably one or two other occasions. I worked S’ 
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with him on many occasions on this general subject. 


Q In connection with the Secretary of State's panel, i 

* 

• 1 

did you have occasion to visit the Secretary of State in the 

summer of 1952? 

A • I will not try, to bo o::act on dates on that. Cut 
when the panel had gotten to a point whore it was about to 
draft a report, we mot with the full panol and the Secretary 
of State, and went over soco of our conclusions orally, as I 
remember. 

Q Before that time did you havo occasion to tali; 

<• t ... 

with the Secretary of State about tho question of postponing 
the test of the bomb? . *' ' 

A I did. That had nothing to do with that panel, 
however. . That v/as a personal" move that was made, as a matter 
of fact, before the panel was in operation. The clear aces 

on the 'panel were delayed. In that interim I visited the 

\ 

Secretary of State and gave my personnel opinion in regard to 

that test. Before so doing I tallied with a number of my 

■ ■ , ! \ . '' 

i 

friends. 1 . i 

’ » i 

Q Who did you talk to. among others? 

A Mr. Elihu Root. I also talked with three or four 
members that were waiting to go to work on the panel. John 


Dickey, Joseph Johnson, Allan Dnllos, Robert Cpponheimer. 

‘ i ' 

I undoubtedly disdussed it w'ith one or two others. In every 


jXEROr ■ 


case it v/as discussing the matter in generalities, without 
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going into confidential natters. It was not necessary in 
order to do that. 

I then visited the Secretary of State and gave 
him my personal opinion on that matter.. 

Q Without revealing any matters that you consider 
confidential, could yen stato what your position at the time 
was with respect to that test? 

A Wait a minute. I gave the Secretary of State a . 
memorandum which gave him my personal views. I made ho 

copy of that memorandum. ' Nobody knows the exact content of 

* 

that memorandum as far as jl know except the Secretary of State 
and. anyone ho may have told about it. It has never been made 
public. It seems to mo that it would bo quite improper for 
‘ me to give you ,the content. 1 v/ill lean on tho judgment of 

• • ~i 

' the Chairman. My inclination is that I should not reveal ]~g 


this before this Board , 



Br. Bush, I think you should not discuss 


the contents of the memorandum, but I see no reason why if 

f ’S 

you expressed your views to a number of people at that time, 

’ ’ ' • I '• • 

why you can’t -- • 1 1 

THE WITNESS: Quito right. I can readily seywhat 

moved ms to go at all,, and what tho general tenor of my 
thinking was, much as I discussed it then. 

... j 'i - ( 

There were two primary reasons why I took action 


at that time, and went directly to the Secretary of Stated 
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There was scheduled a test which was evidently Going to 


occur early in November. I felt that it v/as utterly improper — 


and I still 


think so — for that test to bo put off just 


before election, to confront an incoming President with an 
accomplished test for which ho would carry the full responsi- 
bility thereafter . For that test marked our entry into a very 
disagreeable type cf world. 

. C ' • 

In the second place, ! felt strongly that that tost 
ended the possibility of the only typo of agreement that I 

thought was possible with Russia at that time, namely, an 

' ■/ 

agreement to make no more 'tests. For that kind of an agreement 
would have been self policing in tho sense that if it was 
violated, the violation vould bo immediately known. 1 still 

i 

think that we made a grave error in conducting that test at 
that time, and not attempting to make that type of simple 
agreement with Russia. X think history will show that was a 
turning point, ■fckat whon we entered into tho grim world that 

we are entering right now, that -those who pushed that thing 

I ■ ^ 

through to a conclusion without snaking that attempt have a great 

S 

deal to answer for. 

, * 

■ ; That is what moved me, sir. I v/as very much moved 


at the time. 
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Q Turning now to tho matter of the controversy in 



tie fall of 1949 over whether or not to proceed with an all-out 
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program for the development ox the H-bomb, did you have any 
official participation in the actions that wore taken at that 


time? 


A Ho,' I did not. I had no official connection with 
the mattor. I would like to' make one thing clear. There • 
have boon statements in the paper that at that time 1 expressed 
opinions on that natter. I did not do so. 2n fact, I very 

f 

carefully refrained from doing so. There was some tall: in 
the press of a review body on that matter. I was named as a 
possible chairman. I said to one or two men on Capital Hill 

\ . * o ' 

that I felt that would be a; mistake, to establish such an 
affair. In the first place, the General Advisory Committee 
had been set up by lav; for the explicit purpose of revievi ng 
such matters, and second, a .review panel would constitute new 

r 

men, and it would take months of work before it could under- 
stand the technical ratters involved and pass reasonable 
judgment. Hence 2 dec lined' 1, to give any personal estimate of 
the matter at the time. 


t'fH'Y ^gjpajaisssRai 


Q Would you care to express a judgment about it now? 

A I have never reviewed in detail all of the 

considerations. Ho, I am not going to express an opinion on 

that today. Lot me say with all due respect that X don't 

think this Board could arrive at the q.eestica of whether 
* m * 

j ' S . . 

" * i * 

“reasonable judgment was shown at that time. There are some' 
exceedingly difficult things that come into such a question. 

op.r j — , j Sg?? n ■ “ — 
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I can certainly recite, tilings that would need to bo considered. 

For one thing I thinl: it is fully evident that tfco 
hydrogen bomb was of great value to Russia — much gi-catcr 
value to Russia than to us.' I think I can also bo euro that 
a test by us of a hydrogen bomb v/ould bo of advantage to 
Russia in the prosecution of their program. There ere two 
considerations that might weigh very heavily indeed in such 

t 

a corrlderation. The other one, of course, is feasibility. 

q .Turning to another topic, at- the time of the 
establishment of the Atomic Energy Cotrmiission and the General 

'* i ' * ; 

Advisory Committee, or several months after the establishment 
of them both, did the Chairman of the Atomic Energy Cosmic s ion 
consult you about Dr. Cppenheimer 's clearance? 

A . Yes, I remember that ' he did. Mr. Lilienthal 
consulted me, and I wrote him a letter about it. • 

Q Do you have a copy of that with you? 

I 

A What 1 have is this. I have no record in my files 

of these matters. All of my records in the Office of Scientific 
- ! " 

Research and Development \7ere of course turned over to the 

i ' 

Defense Department. All of my records in the Research and 
Development Board remain there. I hr.vo not gone bach to these 


files. 


From stenographic notebooks I have a transcript of 

j >1 . i 

' 1 * * > 


• the body of that letter. 


Q Isn’t that the one we have already read in the record? 

„ r X£HO;i fx ERO'1 • * . 
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A ■ Culte. 1 lively . I could not find a copy, sir. V/oulc 
you want to look at it to sea if it is? 


Would there be any objection to 



reading it again? 



ITo, there would be no objection. 


Do, of course not. 



•THE. WITHES S: 7. could not find a copy anywhere , 1 

, . . 

but. my stenographer had his old notebooks And that is whore 
1 got it from. Isn't it quicker for me to read it? 


Why don’t you read it? 


THE WITHESS: ’}At our conference yesterday you asked 

me to comen t concerning Dr. J. Robert Oppenkeimor, and 1 am 

very glad to do so. Dr. Cppeifioinier is one of the great 

physicists of this country or of the world for that natter. 

Prior to 1 the war ho. was cn the staff of the University of 

California, and' was regarded as the leader of theoretical 

1 , 

aspects of atoaistics and similar subjects of physics. Shortly 
after the. Army entered into tha^ development of atomic energy 

. • f N 

he was given a very important appointment by General Groves. 

if * 

This appointment made him Director of the Laboratory at Los 

Alamos, which was in all probability the most -important post 

\ 

held by any civilian scientist in connection with the entire 
effort. General Groves undoubtedly made this appointment 
a:;ter & very careful study of the entire affair from all 
angles, as this was his custom cn important appointments. 

/XERgJI i 
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Subsequent ' developments made it very clear that no error had 
teen made in this connection, for Dr. Oppenhoimor proved 
himself to be not only a groat physicist, but also a man of 
excellent judgment and a real leader in' the entire effort. 

In fact, it v;as duo to the extraordinary accomplishments of 
Cppenheimer and his associates that the job was completed cn 
time. Subsequent to the end of the v/ar Do. Oppenhoimer has 
had a number of important appointments. He was invited by 
Secretary Stimson as one of the scientists consulted by the 
Secretaries of V/ar and 2fc.vy in connection with the work of the 

•' I 

i 

Interim Committee. Ee v/as appointed by the State Depart meat 

as a member of the Board which drew up the plan on whih 'lb:. 

Baruch based his program. Ho has recently been appointed 

by the President as a member of the General Advisory Committee 

of your organisation. 3 hav e appointed him a member of the 

Committee on Atomic Energy of the Joint Research and Development 

» 

Board. All of this has followed from his extraordinary v/ar 
record in which he made a unique, and exceedingly important 


contribution to the success of the v/ar effort of this country. 

t 1 

» 

"I know him very well indeed and I have personally 


great confidence in his judgment and integrity." 


Il have the original now. 
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Q At the time you wrote that letter, had you been 
through Dr. Cppenheimer ’ s personnel file., the FBI repetts? 

/'xErtibl . 

“ ■■ -ir - ^ 
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A * I don't think l c-vor went through Dr. Opponheircer *s 

FBI file. ’ If 1 did, 2 certainly do not remember . 

Q Did you understand at tho timo that you wrote that 

letter that ho had. had loft wing associations'? 

A X understood that at the timo of his first 

appointment was made at Los Alamos. I had an exposition of the 

entire affair" from General Groves. 

Q You read the letter of Goneral Nichols dated 

December 23, 1S53, to Dr. Oppenheimor , containing the items 

of derogatory information? > 

I ■ 

A Yes, I read that las it appeared in the press. 

. Q Is there anything in that letter v/hich would cause 

you to want to qualify tbo letter which you wrote to ISr . 

Lilienthal that you have just read? 

A Nov/, lot mo answer that in two parts. I had at 

the time of tho Los Alamos appointment complete confidence 

in tho loyalty, judgment and integrity of Dr. Cppenheimer . 

X have certainly no reason to change that opinion in the 

t *■> 

meantime. I have had plenty of reason to confirm it, fer I 

t 

v/orlced with him on many occasions on very difficult matters. 

I Icnow that his motivation was exactly the same as mine, 
namely, first, to make this country strong, to resist attach, 
p.nd second, if possible, to fend off from the world the kind 

V * • •*< ‘ ' ' 

of mess wo are now getting into. 


On the second part of that, would I on the basis cZ 
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that document i-f those relocations wore proved chance nj 
judgment. That is what I understand this Board in to decide. 
X don't think X ought to try to prejudge what they might find 


Q I would not want to ask you to do that, and my 
question is not designed to do that. 

A My faith has not in tho slightest degree been shaken 


by that letter or anything else. 



I Iiink that is all. Doctor. 



| X have no questions, Mr. Chairman. 

I I have one question which relates to 


the development of the hydrogen bomb in general, and it 

I 

is prompted by something you said in answer to a question put 


to you by 



S think. 


X believe you said that you felt that that test in 

'v 

the fall of 1952 was of value to the Russians in their own 

program. Did X understand that 'correctly? 

! "■ 

TEE T7ITHBSS: I jam since it was. • 

i 

, ’ And this is for technical reasons? 

■ ■ THE V/1TI&SS: 1 am sure of it for one reason because 

" when we reviewed the evidence of the first Russian atomic 

* .• • » 

f explosion, ‘we didn’t find out; merely that they had made a 
bomb. 17© obtained a considerabl© amount of evidence as to 
■ the type Of bomb, and the way in which it was made. If they 

> /xehIvI r ' , 

— c Op 1C p ..- — -r--~ , . , . f X ERO I . , ■ ■ — 
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had no other evldenco than 12a t from their own test and 

the like, they would have derived information./*^ ' 


since that occurred, Mr. Chairman, there has been a discussion 


in the press in this country which ir. ray opinion has been 


.infernal speculation , guessing, prying, the reporting cT 




ibis technical feature and what, which has performed for the 

» * 

! . 

Russians so much that I can't understand why they need any . 

' jj network in this country. V’e deliver it to them on ■ a platter. 
^If that didn't aid them, I would like to know what would 

Would jit have been your guess that the 

! 

Soviets would have attempted to develop this kind ox weapon? 

THE WITNESS: Why , certainly, because it is ycr.y . , 

valuable indeed to them. To us, with 500 KT fission bombs 
we have very little need for a 10 megaton hydrogen herb. The 
Russians, on the other hand, have the great targets of Ecw 
York and Chicago, and what have you. It is of enormous 


advantage to them. 


So they probably would have sought to 


develop this in any event unless some international control 

! ■ 

machinery had been in effect. 

i 

: : TEffi WITNESS: That is right. 


And our not proceeding, as some people 


thought we should not, probably didn’t have any relation to 
« ► 

/ • 

, what the Russians might do about it. 

THE WITNESS: X think it has relatio n to what the 
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Russians might do about it because whether wo proceeded or 


not determined to some extent the speed with wki< 


could 


proceed. Lot me interpose a word there, Mr.. Chairman, 

I... b7C 

/e-s , sir. 

THE T7XT2IES3: St was not a question, as I understand 

it, of whether we should proceed cr not. St was a question of 
whether wo should proceed in a certain manner and on a certain 
program. S have never expressed opinions on that. But 
certainly there was a great deal of opinion which scorned to 
mo sound that the program as then presented was a somewhat 
fantastic one. So it was not a question of do we proceed or 
do we not. I think there was no disagreement of opinion as 
to whether wo ought to be energetic in our research, whether 
we should bo assiduously .looking for ways in which cucZi a 
thing could be done without unduly interfering with our regular 

program. The question of ‘ whether wo proceeded along a certain 

\ 

path — may I say one more v/erd on that, Mr. Chairman, 

quite frankly,’ and I hope you won't Misunderstand mo, because ■ 

| ' ■ ■n 

I have the greatest respect for this Board. Yet I thirl: it 
is only right that I should give you my opinion. 

. -2 fool that this. Board has made a mistake and that 

it is a serious one. I feel that the.* letter of General 
Hichols which I read, this bill of particulars, is quite 
capable of being interpreted as placing a man on trial because 
he held opinions, which is quite contrary to the American 

,, , . r * *^PQ 1 . . _ L .-- r - - r -. • 
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system, which is a terrible thing. And as I move about 1 find 
that discussed today very energetically, that here is a man 
v/ho is being pilloried because he bad strong opinions, and had 
the temerity to express thorn. If this countx-y ever gets to 
the point where wo come that near to the Russian system, wo 
are certainly not in any condition to attempt to lead the 
free world toward the benefits of democracy. , 

How , if I had been on this Beard, 1 nest ' certainly 
v;ould have refused to entertain a sot of charges that could 
possibly be thus interpreted. As things now stand, I am Just 

i 

f i 

simply glad I am not in the} position of the Beard. 


What is the mistake the Board has made? 


THE WITEESS: ■ 1 think you should have immediately 
said before we will enter into this matter, we want a bill 
of particulars which makes it very clear that this man is 
not being tried because he expressed opinions. 


Are you aware , Dr . Bush , how this got 


in the press and was spread threghout the world? 

■ ’i 

THE WITHESS: Yes, S know how it was released, 


Do ycu know v/ho released it? 


TEE WITEESS: 2 believe this gentleman on my right 





released it. 



I don’t think, you can blame the Board. 


We had quite a discussion about that . 


THE WITEESS: It was bound to be released sometime 

f^!?| . f xrno', 1 > . 
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v/hon you cade your report:, 



It night havo leaked. I don’t; thin!: it 

v/as bound to bo released. I assure you, and I am sure tint 

we are all sure that whatever the outcome, this Beard is. 

Coins to be very soveroly criticisod. 

THE WIUJESS: 1 am sure of that, and I regret it 

» 

.r 

sincerely, sir', because I fear tint this thing, v/hen your 
report is released, v/ill be misinterpreted on that very basis 


v/hatever yen may do, 



Dr. Bush, you don’t think we sought 


this job, do you? 


THE WITNESS: I am suro you didn’t, and ycu have my 

profound sympathy and respect. I think the fact that a group 
of men of this sort are rilling to do as tough and as difficult 
a job as this augurs v/e 11 for the country. It is in 
stark contrast with some of the things that v/e have seen going 

V. 

on about us in similar circurastancos. Orderly procedure and 
tliat is good. I merely regrot that the thing can be 

i 

' 1 • 

misinterpreted as it stands on the record, and misinterpreted 

, t 

in a ,way that can do groat damage. I know, of course, that 
the Executive Branch of tJ?.o United States Government had no 
intention whatever of pillorying a man for his opinions. 

But the situation has no <; I; cer^ helped, gontlemen , recently by 
statements of tho Secretary of Defense. I can assure ,r cu 


tliat the Scientific community is deeply stirred today.. 

feobi f'xERO 

11 r — jr — f ^ OP, /j ■ 



/ 

n 


19.31 


b6 

b7C 


The National Academy of Science meets this next 
week, and the American Physical Society meets, and I hope 
sincerely that they will do nothing foolish. Bat they are 
deeply stirred. The reason they are stirred is because they 
feel that a professional man who rendered great service to 
his country, rendered service beyond almost any other man, 
is now being pilloried and put through an ordeal because ho 

i ' . 

had the temerity to express his honest opinions. 

Dr. Bush, are you familiar vrith the 


Atomic Energy Act of lG<£-6 at all? 

■ , ’ ' • i 

THE WITNESS : I have read it. 

Are you familiar with the fact that tho 


Commission lias a published sot of procedures which for these 
purposes have the effect of law? 


THE WITNESS: Yes. a am not quarreling with the • 

procedure, Mr. Qhairinar. . , 

" \ 

As I understand it, and I can bo 

corrected by counsel, the writing of a letter to Dr. 

f 

Oppenhe irr.er with specifications' is required under tizesc 
procedures. 1 

THE WITNESS: I ' have been a friend of General Nichols 

for many years. He wrote the letter. I quite frankly think 
it was a poorly written letter and should have been written 


'i 

. in such a way that it made it absolutely clear that what was 
being examined here was not the question of whether a man 
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hold opinions and whe tbor those wore right or wrong, whether 

history has shown . it t o :?© good j udgment or peer judgment. X 

» * 

think that should have boon made very clear . 


2 would oho point but just in the 


interest of having a record hero, and I don't consider myself 
in any argumentation with you , for whom 1 have a very high 
regard, personally and prof essionally , that there were items 
of so-called derogatory information — and that is a terra of 
art — in this letter, sotting aside the allegations about 
tlio hydrogen bomb.; There per© items in this letter which did 

, * l 

s 

not relateto the expression _ and holding of opinions. 

TEH WITNESS: Quito right, and tuo case should’ have 


been tried on those. 



This is not a trial. 


TEE WITNESS: If it wore a trial, I well Id not bo 

saying these' things to the judge, you can well imagine that . 

I feel a very serious situation has been created, and I think 

that in all fairness I ought to toll you my frank feeling 

1 • 

that this has gotten into ja very bad mess.- I wish I could 

1 

suggest a procedure that would resolve it. 

The proceeding, of course, is taking 
in place in accordance with procedures, and I was glad to 
hear you say a few • moments asp that you felt that this was a 

- ■»' i ' 

• fair kind of proceeding. 1 am not sure 1 am quoting yea 


correctly. 


-r OPr /p 
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, . THE WITNESS: ' You 'can quite me to that effect. 

I think sor r.e of the things w© have seen have been scandalous 
affairs. I think in fact the Republic is in danger today 
because we have been slipping backward in our maintenance of too 
Bill of Rights. ■ . 


. . > | | Dr. Bush, I wish you would . mako clear 

just what mistake you think the Bear'd made. I did not want 
this job when I was asked to take it. I thought I was 

performing a service to my country. 

I ■ 

i 

THE WITNESS: If think the moment you wore confronted 

with that letter, you should have returned the letter /and 
asked that it he redrafted so that you would have before you 
a clcarcut issue which would not by implication put you in 
the position of trying a man for his opinions. 


I was not confronted with that lotter. 


and I don’t think it would have mado any difference if I had 

been. I eras simply asked if 1 would serve on the Board. T7hal 

i ' 

mistake did I make when I did that? 


Ur. Chairman , might 1 make a remark 


for myself here, speaking for Dr. Oppenhoimer? I have the 
deepest respect for Dr. Bush's forthright character , for hio 
lifelong habit of calling a spade a spade as ho sees it. I 
simply v/ant to leave no misunderstanding cn the record here 




that we share the view that this Board should not have served 




| COP Y jj** 



* t 


1984 


b6 

b7C 


when asked to servo undir tE:e letter as written. 

THE WI THESE: 7 nan assure you, Mr. Chairman, that 
the opinions being expressed are my own. They usually are. 


X have never heard it suggested that you 


didn't express your own opinion, Dr. Bush. 





■ Dr . Bush , then your idea is that suppose 


7. was ashed to serve on. this Beard, and I didn't know anything 
about it — I had not seen any of this material — after I had 
agreed to servo, and caw this material, I should have resigned? 
THE VTITKESS: Ho, / 7 thin!: you simply should have 

. i 

asked for a revision of the bill of particulars. 


1 ara just anxious to know what you third: 


my' procedure should have been. 

. i 

) 

THE Tv I THE S3 : That is what I think. Hot;, I don’t 

see how you can get cut of this mess. 


Doctor, on what ground would you ask 


for a bill of particulars if you didn't know the record? 

THE WITNESS: 1 think that bill of particulars was 

"N 

obviously poorly drawn on the face of it, because it was west 
certainly open to the interpretation that this man is being 

i . 

tried because he expressed strong opinions. The fact that 'he 
• expressed strong opinions stands in a single paragraph by 
’ itself. It "is not .directly connected. Zt does a have in , that 

t ' ■ ■ \ 

paragraph, through improper motivations he expressed these 



opinions. Zt merely says he stated opinions, and a think 

. JCOP.y'L. _ _ _ Jxero , • 
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that is defective drafting -and should have hoen corrected. 

In other words , wo want to prejudge : 

the case before v;e know anything about it. 

t 

TEE WITNESS: Hot at all. Eut I think this Beard 

or no board should over sit on a question in this country of 

whether a man should serve his country or not because ho 

> ; 

expressed strong opinions. If you want to try that case, you 
can try me. I have expressed strong opinions many time, and 
I intend, to do so. Th<^y have been very unpopular opinions at 

times. V?hen a inn is pilloried for doing that, this country 

i ... 

I 

is in a severe state. j 

2 have no more questions. 

1 should like to ask one more question. 
TEE WITNESS: 7. hope it is a gentle one. Excuse mo, j 

{' 

gentlemen, if I become stirred, but I am. 

BY 

Q Dr. Bush, • have v you had sor.o experience in handling 

security questions in the past? 

\ 

A Throughout the* war, I was responsible for' security 

i \ 

in the Office of Scientific Research and Sevdopaeni . The 
formal situation was this. All the appointments I was 
responsible for clearance in the organisation. On appointment 

on the staff of contractors , the contractor himself was 

. • \ 

, ( S • ■ , : 

responsible. Of cciirso, you realize that to a contractor was- i 

J 

H 

given only the information within his field. Ho question was 

pa-a|i FT , ^,1 j 
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/ " * 

raised in connection with contractors unless either the Army 
or the Navy cautioned about thorn. On appointments to CSF.D , 

2 had advice from both tho Army and the llavy, but tho 
responsibility was mine. 

X might say in passing that there v/oro a good many 
appointments, and I know of no case in v/kich an apppointment 

i 1 , 

on CSED was made in which disloyalty has sinco been proved. 

I am proud of that record.* 1 thinZc our procedure in clearance 
at that time’ was a sane and reasonble one and effective one. 


That is all. 




May I ask one question. 


CECSS Eli All! NAT ION 



Q "I am going to aolr. you a question which I am sure yea 
will describe as a gentle one. Lot mo tell you I never 
saw this letter in question:, until two months after it was 
written. I am not asking this for personal reasons. 

A I am sure you 1 icin’ t write it. 

t * "v 

Q 2 am sure you didn’t mean to imply that. VZou Id . 
you make a distinction between tiie question of whether a wan's 
opinions were right and wrong, and the question cf whether 
a man's opinions were expressed in good faith or bad faith? 

A Yes, a very .great difference. If this paragraph 

* " « 

that I referred to had said by improper motivation because this 


nan had allegiance to another system than that of his own 


"ft ” ■ p-^j.opr^ 
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Thanh you very much, Dr. Bush. 


! 


THE WITIIESS: • Thanh you, sir. 

(Witness excused.) - f 
That is. all wo have to do today. 

Do you have some affidavits? 

I til in!: they could go ov.er until 




Monday. It won’t take very long. 


V,'e will recoss for tho weehond and 


meet again Monday morning at 9:30. 


(Thereupon at 2:50 p.m. , a recess .was t alien until 

• ■' i 

Monday, April 26, 1954, at *9:30 a. a.) 




tho program, then I would not have objected. 

Q If the paragraph was interpreted to question the good 
faith of tho opinion, than you would fcavo no objection to it. 

A Mo, if it was done explicitly enough, certainly r.ot. 

Q Thank sou . 

i 1 

A The trouble is of course that tho public will not 

* 

read and will not interpret gently or sympathetically. The 
public is going to read this in tho worst possible interpretation. 
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1 D 


"Your/ puny brain is like a hungry frantic 
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cc - FoeMnpton Tlsld Office (note continued) 

Photographic copieo will be sent to you* Any additional 
examination desired should be requested by you, £fier the 
letter has served its purpose the T3I, Laboratory should 
be advised so that appropriate dioposft'ioW'aan be made. 

The original while envelope ..tss postmarked tfarch 26 , 1951, 1 

at Las Cruces, Saw Mexico f a six cent air natl ‘stamp is ‘ 
affixed* in the upper zright hand corner, ft is addressed 
in handwriting In ink to Dr, YannfiJiax—RiLAh — E&ah ing ton, D, C, 
In the upper left aorner the name lapses re in 


I Tnc original letter is dated,. March 26, 1951 j is 

on very light blue paper and handwritten. Tour attention 
Is directed to your file 121-6423 for background data eoncsrninp 
Dr, Vannevar Bush, -V-.. V- b6 


NOTEt Bufile 94-41907 reflects that 0r. Vannevar Bush, b ^ 
President* of Carnegie Instttutionf oae suggested as a speaker 
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at one of i the graduation exercises of the FBINA , . '-fSiiitwi 
on hie background contained ~in this file. No record on 
in files,'' '• ' _ <: -i : ,/d 
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Examination requested by: bureau 

^ate of reference communication: ^uVv ^ 

Examination requested: Uoc. 
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Examination requested by: Bureau 

Date of reference communication: Undated routing Date received: U-10-51 
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Examination requested: Doc, 
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March 29, 1951. 


CABN SCHt »NSTf+UT»OH Or WASHtNGTON 


tfiiO p *>TO(r t. 

w*sm^ 610 ‘< 6 O C 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Gentlemen : 


Anyone who makes public statements on matters 
of importance more or less expects letters of disagree- i 
ment and accepts them as part of the price of the state- . y 

r*' 

ment even when the disagreement is rather violent. The/ . *" 

/ L > c 

attached communication, however, seems to indicate a de- 

(_[ r* 

gree of mental abnormality which I believe to be danger- ^ * 

I 

ous in as sensitive a locality as that from which this 
letter comes. I therefore forward it to you for such 
consideration as you may feel is warranted. 

Very truly yours , 


V. Bush. 
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On • Afj p .s'/l-fr 
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/OEi ore c fool - 


.Jour pony drain Is like a hungry frantic 
isoned in a isteel lined rocr. - bn 1 u death 


rat imprisoned in 
can open its eyes. 

rr r 


if I aa ever so unfortunate as to be near 
you, cover your face, because 1 u>ill spit i r , " 

A prophet in a lend rule* by such as you 
can only 3 c.o/it ; r, the ga te % cry utoi . 

A curse on you -$ o 11 yyur narks. 
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Bee ember 8, 19k9 


MEMORANDUM FOR HR. T OLSON 


'Ladd 

Clegg 

Glavin_ 
Ni chohs, 
Rosen y 

Tracy 

Harbo 

Mohr 

Tele. R 

Nease 

Gandy 


Room 


I would like to suggest that Br . Vannevar Busty, 
President of Carnegie Institution , as a speaker at one of 
the future graduation exercises of the National Academy. 

In conversation with him yesterday on another 
matter he seemed very affable , very much down to earth 
with a very sane viewpoint . He' has no use for the Communists 
or the Russians nor does he have any use for the attitude 
some of the scientists have voiced on the subject of secrecy. 
He would, I imagine, make a very entertaining talk. 

Respectfully, 


U. Nichols 


LBN: dmh 


/ 
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THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES 
TO BE DESTROYED AFTER ACTION IS TAKEN AND NOT SENT TO FILES 


Dole Start So Match 
For Russia-Dr. Bush 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass., Dec. 5 (INS).— --One of the-! 
developers of the atomic bomb declared "today tha,fr 


surrender to the craale-to^tf 
would make America a softn 
military machine.'* - < 

Dr. Vannevar Busty president 
of the Carnegie institution in 
Washington, told a con vocation 
of Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology faculty and students : 
“ Russia is a controlled dicTy 
torsliip, a police state, with 
f ull ultimate management of 
th e details of the life of every 
citizen. It has 'held the stand- 
ard of living down to a smalt 
traction of ours, denying its 
^ people the simple comforts of 
existence in order to focus- ef- ~ 
fort oh guns and atoms.! ' 

He credited Russia with hav - 
ing an ,-atomitT bomb, and said : 

"in time — how much time is 



DR. VANNEVAR BUSH 
Says U. S. can meet the threat 
“if it is strong.” 


produce a stock of atomic -. 
bombs. 

“ The bomb does not bland 
alone. It is not an absolute 
weapon. It Is part of 'a vast 
ana intricate armament. Much 


rave Wne of 


governmen t 

formidable 


with dictatorships and free, 
virile.^ democracy can outpace ’ 
any such in the long pull. But. j 
a people berinon a soft security, ■ 
surrendering'their birthright of 
individual self-reliance for 
favors, voting themselves into 
Eden from a supposedly inex- 
haustible public purse, support- 
ing everyone by soaking a fast- 
disappearing rich, scrambling 
for subsidy, learning the arts of 
political log-rolling and forget- 
ting the rugged virtues of the 1 
pioneer will not measure up to 
competition with a tough dic- 
tatorship. j 

“If we go all the way down 
the path to dependence and 
render ourselves a people fawn- , 
ing for handouts on an intrign- J 
Ing" bureaucracy, Russia g«i 
cease building its war maejf/,"^ 5) 
It will conquer the Wfla with- i 
out them." 

^ - $ 




k Mr. Crlavin ^ 
Qlk Mr. Ladd_g^ 
V Mr. Nidmpjpl 




world to see in the last war r 
and is Known to technicians i n 
Russia as elsewhere . Russia 
c&h~ build fleets~6f bombersTict 
aircraft for defe nse, radar 
works, guided missiles . 

5 The u. S., according to Dr. 
Bush, can meet the threat “if it 
is strong” and, by a display of 
power, might avert war. He ex- 
plained that by strength he means 
moral fiber as well as the^sinews 
of war. He added: - .. ■ 

“Pictatorshlps can compete ; 
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New York , Daily Mirror 
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TO 


FROM 


Mr. L. B . Nicho 


Mr. M. A. 

SUBJECT: DR, VANNEVAR^US H 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: December 


SUMMARY 


Slu M AA ft /2 


-f 



Gandy 


There is no derogatory information concerning Dr. 

Vannevar Bush in the files and no actual investigation of him 
has ever been conducted. Relations with him 9 characterized by 
cordiality , go back to 1936. He is an authorized confidential 
informant for atomic energy contacts. - 

BIOGRAPHICAL-: 

BUSH 9 Vannevar , administrator , electrical engineer ; born 
Everett , Massachusetts , March 22, 1890] son Reverend Richard Perry 
(Doctor of Divinity ) and Emma Linwood (Paine) Baa^vedbmx] Bachelor 
of Science , Master of Science , Tufts College , 2923, Honorary Doctor 
of Science , 2932; Doctor of Engineering , Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology , and Harvard , 2926; Doctor of Laws , Brown University . 
Middlebury College. I 1939 y John Hopkins University , 2940, University 
of Pennsylvania , Tale University , 2 942; Washington University , 

University of Buffalo , 2946; Doctor of Engineering Polytechnic 
Institute of Brooklyn , 2942, tfutpers College , 2 942; Doctor 0 / Science , 
Harvard University , Williams College , 2942; Doctor of Science^ Stevens 
Institute of Technology , 1943] Trinity College , 1946] Wes t V ira in in. 
University , 7 9 ^7: married Fhnep e Davis , September 5, 2926; | j 

Richard Dfcsois,| | JTitft test department General Electric 
Company , 2 923 ; T7rrT7rT7T3]5^rrT3n department , 27. 3. Navy, 2924; instructor 
mathematics , Tufts College , 2924-25, assistant professor , electrical 
engineering 9 1916-17 ; research on submarine detection, u?it7i special 
board on submarine devices , 27.3, Navy. 2927-23; associate professor 
electrical power transmission^ Massachusetts Institute of Technology , 
2929-23, pro/ess or, 2 923-32; y ice-pres ident and dean 0 / engineering , 
1932-38] president Carnegie Institution of Washington since 193 9. 

Trustee Tufts College , Johns Hopkins University] life member 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Corporation] regent , Smithsonian 
Institution. Levy medalist , Franklin Institute , 2 928 (honorary member 
1947)] Lanrne medalist , American Institute Electrical Engineering , 1935] 
Research Corporation Award , 293 9; Ballou medal , Tufts College , 2942; 
Holley medal of American Society of Mechanical Engineers ; Joftn Scott 
medal , Philadelphia City Trusts , 2943; Edison medal American Institute 

National Institute Social 
of National Academy of Sciences] 

encuosure 
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Electrical Engineers , 2944; ^old medal , 
Sciences, 2945; Mircellus Hartley award 
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Washington Award , Western Society of Engineers , 2946; Hoover 
Medal of Associate Engineering Scientists , 2947. Member National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics ( chairman 1939-41), Business 
Advisory Council of Department of Commerce, 2959-42; chairman 
National Defense Research Committee, 2940-42; director Office 
Scientific Research and Development since 2942; chairman Joint 
Committee New Weapons and Equipment of Joint U.S. Chiefs of 
Staff, 2945-46; chairman Joint Research and Development Board 
since 1946, Federal American Institute Electrical Engineers , 
American Academy Arts and Sciences, National Academy of Science , 
American Physical Society, member American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, American Society for Engineering . 

Education, American Philosophical Society , American Mathematical 
Society. Alpha Tau Onega, Sigma Xi, Tc iu Beta Pi, Phi Beta Eappa. 

Clubs : St, Botolph (Boston ) ; Century (New York)’, Cosmos (Washington) , 
Author : (with W, H, Timbie) Principles of Electrical Engineering , 
2955; Operational Circuit Analysis , 2959. Builder of differential 
analyser (machine for solving differential equations) , Contributor 
numerous articles to American Institute Electrical Engineers and 
other scientific publications , Address : Carnegie Institution of 
Washington , Washington 5, DyC, (WHO'S WHO in America, 1948) 

„ In addition to the above. Dr, Bush was active in the 

organization of the Committee for Defense Against Unconventional 
Attack and is the author of the recent book, " Modern Arms and Free 
Men," 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Dr, Bush has been frequently contacted for information , 
particularly in cases where it would have been difficult to secure 
information on an individual from conventional sources. He supplied 
data concerning scientist Helmuth De Terra, (68-59198-18) ; 

He furnished information on certain employees of the Inter- . : 
national Telephone and Telegraph Company during an investigation of 
Sosthenes Behn, Chairman of I.T, and T, Dr, Bush was skeptical of 
the bona fides of certain representatives of a British subsidiary 
of I.T, and T. (i 68-35621-55 ) 


Dr. Bush furnished information about Edward U. Condon during 
the investigation of that individual in July 1947. Bush appears in 
this report as confidential informant. He described the manner in 
which Henry Wallace , then vice-president, went over the head of the 
nominating committee to select a successor for Dr. Briggs . former 
director of the Bureau of Standards, and urged the nominal ion of 
Condon, Bush stated the nomination of Condon was not in accordance 
with the wishes of the committee and he (Condon) had nothing of 
importance to do during the work on the Atomic Development Project 
because Bush has no confidence in his Judgment. Bush described 
Condon as "a bit of a damned fool." (62-58854-48 page 25) 




DR. VANNEVAR 


'j^j pecember 20 f ‘ 194& 


62-58854-308 contains a "report that Drew Pearson in- 
formed Dr. Condon that he had a tip that it loas Bash who first 
went to the HCUA about Condon. Condon thought Bush was a 
ruthless and persistent fellow , but scarcely low enough to go 
to the HCUA about him. 

Dr. Bush advised concerning Condon that he had no in- 
formation which caused him to doubt Dr. Condon's loyalty. 

(121-2673-3 page 40) 

In connection with the establishment of a National Science 
Foundation supported by the U. S. Government , Dr. Harlow Shapley 
headed a group which had certain views on the National Science 
Foundation and government control thereof , while a number of 
other scientists , among whom Bush is very prominent , had slightly 
different ideas of the amount of control the Executive Branch 
of the government should have over the Foundation. . Bush apparently 
wrote the Administration Bill after a long talk with Truman and 
Federal Security Administrator , Oscar Ewing. 

In discussing lobbying measures of the bill. Dr. Shapley 
stated he did not trust anyone connected with Bush to deal with 
matters concerning the version of the bill which Shapley favored. 

It was reported that Shapley stated he would spread the word 
around among the most prominent scientists in the country that 
Dr. Bush and all people affiliated with him were to be handled 
most cautiously by the scientists . ( 100-341825-111) 

According to Shapley , Dr. Bush and Dr. James Conant of 
Harvard are personally offensive to each other. ( 100-341825-42 page 15) 

Dr. Bush was interviewed in connection with the investigation 
of Julius Robert Oppenheimer . Dr. Bush stated that Oppenheimer was 
definitely pro-Communist and pro-Russian prior to the beginning of 
World War II and that he had many friends and associates of pro- 
Communist leanings. Dr. Bush advised further , however , that 
Oppenheimer is now definitely not pro-Russ ian although he still 
may be described as a Liberal. Dr. Bush advised that Oppenheimer's 
brother is " definitely to the left , associates with pro-Communist 
groups and persons , and is believed to be a member of the Communist 
Party." Dr. Bush al30 advised that Oppenheimer's wife was formerly 
married to a Communist. Dr. Bush expressed his belief that 
Oppenheimer has broken off his associations with previous questionable 
friends of Communist Party leanings. (116-2717-12 ) 

In May of 1948 , a preliminary investigation vns begun on 
Dr. Bush in connection with the loyalty of government employees 
project. The basis was that Bush was " scheduled " to meet with a 
steering committee for a forum sponsored by the American Association • 
of Scientific Workers . The AASW is reported to be Communist in- 
filtrated. Bush is not known to be a member. 
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At one time Bush was mentioned as a possible receiver 
of an honorary membership in the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

It was also reported that Bush was invited to attend a Science 
Jubilee in Moscow in 1945. Bush's name was in the address book 
of a subject of an internal security invest igat ion in the Newark 
Office and Bash had been mentioned in connection with meetings 
attended by Dr. Harlow Shapley . I 

A preliminary investigation was made and no derogatory 
information whatever was developed. Lists of potential invitees 
to attend the Science Jubilee was merely one nude up of prominent < . 

scientists and had no political s ignif icance . This is also true 
of the information about honorary membership in the Russian 
Academy of Sciences. 

Informants were doubtful that Bush ever was a member of 
the American Association of Scientific Workers , but if he ever 
was , he certainly wasn't at the time of the inves t igat ion. ( June , 1948) \ 

■ The investigation did develop that Shapley and Bush were 
bitter enemies and that so far as Shapley . was concerned , he regarded 
Bush as a 'headstrong reactionary and regretted the circumstances 
which made it necessary to work with him. (121-9524) 

As of June 9, 1949 ,/Dr. Bush was cleared as a confidential 
informant in matters relating to atomic energy. ( 66-2542-7 sub 53 
serial 3) / 

RELATIONS WITH THE BUREAU 

As mentioned above ^ relations between the Bureau and Bush 
go back to 1936 when Bush discussed at length problems in connection 
with the growing fingerprint files of the FBI. At that time Dr. 

Bush was with MIT. Dr. Bush advised Mr. Coffey of the laboratory 
that he wanted the Director to feel that he could call upon him 
at any time and that he would be delighted to render his services 
on this or any other problem which the Bureau thought he might be 
qualified to handle. 62-38679-24 (94-1-740) . 

Dr.' Bush frequently solicited help from the Bureau in 
connection with investigations , usually of personnel who were 
associated with Dr. Bush in connection with the defense effort 
in which . it will be recalled , Dr. Bush had an overwhelmingly 
important part , The Carnegie Institution of Washington , D. C. 
and the National Advisory Committee for aeronautics were a couple 
of agencies in connection with which he made requests. (64-4123-307-3) 
and( 96-252-1). 


♦ ■ e* 


- § 

5 December 20, 1949 


In connection with the National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics, by letter dated October 29, 1940 Dr. Bush, who 
was chairman of the committee, requested the assignment of an 
agent on a confidential basis as a technician at Langley Field . 
This was not approved. (65-33408) 

Dr. Bush was approved as a member of the faculty of 
the National Academy in March of 1942 ( 1-10-1672 ) 

Special Agent D. K. Brown contacted Dr. Bush in June 
of 1942 for the purpose of ascertaining whether Dr. Bash was 
willing to lecture before the National Academy. Agent Brown 
saw Dr. Bush, only after difficulty , as Dr. Bush was exceedingly 
busy, and Dr. Bash informed Agent Brown that he was absolutely 
declining every invitation of a social or official nature be- 
cause of the heavy duties imposed upon him by the Army. Agent 
Brown got the impression that Dr. .Bash declined the Bureau's 
invitation to lecture before the National Academy with real regret 
and he offered to suggest the names of other prominent scientists 
if the Bureau desired. (1-10-1718) . 
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OFFICE LUIDHAIIDIJH 


UNITED STA ISC GOVEBJRJEH? 


V '■ UO ' t UBS DIRECTOR 


DATEs 1-10-£G 


PROM s Executives Conference 

SUBJECT? GRABUAHOn EXERCISES 
h3rd SESSION, FBI 1IA 
liAECK 31 - GRADUATION SPEAKER 


*?*> o 


The Executives Conference on l/lO/5>O a -with Messrs* Tolson, Callahan, 
Tracy, Harbo, Mohr, LadcS, Rosen, Carlson and Clegg present, recommended that 
in the order named tvro of the following bo selected to be tho oepakera at the 
next gr^drition Exercises of the FBI National Academy which till be held on 
Marsh 31# 19£0. In the event one declines, the third till be an alternate* 

(1) Dr* Dorman Vincent Poale 
Marble Collogiate Church 
Hew York City 


(2) Congressman .John U. Romay 
Brooklyn, Hew York 

Member of the Aptr-pxlations Committee 


(3) Dr. Vann ova r Bush 
President 

Carnegie Institution 

TTashington, D» C., concerning whom a biographical sketch and 
summary is attached. 

Respectfully, 

■' For the Conference 




Clyde Tolson 
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Office 


WmUm ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


* Mr. Nichols 


FROM * M. A. Jone 


(K, 


DATE: june^j&y 

n 

^ ^ ~ ~ ' ^ ~ 1 ^ 

' r"^* ' " O/ 

Pi ?30 

nr/im/t *r ^ * 



SUBJECT: J3R. 7ATO7AA BUSH 

PRESIDENT 


CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON ' 

By memorandum dated June 16 , 1954, Mr. H . L. Edwards 
advised Mr. Mohr of a letter dated June 11, 1954 , from the 
Washington Field Office regarding on interview of Dr. Vannevar 
Bush in regard to the Atomic Energy Act Applicant Investigation ' 
o/ | \ Mr. Edwards 1 memorandum pointed 

ouA tftot Dr. Bush asked the interviewing Agent whether he ( the b7C 

Special Agent) knew all about him (Dr. Bush). Upon receiving a 
negative answer , Dr. Bush reportedly inquired , "How can you conduct 
an investigation if you don't know all about mep" Dr. Bu8h 
reportedly further said, n I am a busy man, you ought to know all 
about me before you came here to interview me. I don't have time 
to answer your questions . 7cu can go back and tell your boss that 

At the conclusion of Mr. Edwards ' memorandum, Mr. Tolson 
noted, "I recommend. . .that Dr. Bu3h be listed not to be contacted 
without prior Bureau authority The Director noted, "I concur." 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

(1) That the attached memorandum to appropriate bureau ^ 
officials be sent, advising that Dr. Bush has been addqdy&o the 
"List of Persons Not To Be Contacted Without Prior BureftLAuthority 


(2) That the attached letter be sent to the Washington 
Field Office advising that Bush is not to be contacted unless prior 
Bureau approval has been obtained. . 
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SAC, UFO 


June 29, 1954 


Director, FBI 




O 


o: 


DR. VANNEVAR BUSH 
PRESIDENT 

CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON 


Reurlet June 11, 1954, relating to the interview of 
Dr. Vannevar Bush, President, Carnegie Institution of Washington, 
1530 P Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C. , on June Q, 1954, 

the At.nsd^c Energy Act Applicant Investigation 


in nnnnan+.inn mi+.h 

o/L 


b 7 C 


Tou are instructed that Dr. Bush is not to be contacted 
on any occasion in the future unless prior Bureau approval has 
been obtained. For your information, ‘the Washington telephone 
directory reflects the address of Vannevar Bush to be 490L 
Hillbrook Lane, Northwest, Washington, D. C • 
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7/12/61 


Alrtel 


From: 


SAC, Boston 

Director, FBI (140-24167) 


JAMES R. NEWMAN 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
3QE 


You are Instructed to hove an experienced Special 
Agent interview Dr. Vanuevar Bush concerning Newman. Newman la 
being considered for the position of Consultant to the Advisor 
to the President on Disarmament and is being investigated under 
the provisions of Executive Order 10450 at the request of the 
Department of State. See current "Who’s Who in America" fear 
information concerning Bush and Newman. Also see your radiogram 
of 6/28/61 concerning Newman* 

T\ 94-41907 (Dr. Varmevar j6ush ) 


^ ~MOTE : Full field investigation being conducted concerning 1 

Newman at the request of the Department of State, based on f\ 

Newman’s reported association with Dr. Edward U. Condon and ^ 

Bernard Peters. Peters reported to have been a member of 
Communist Party in Germany and renounced his U. S. citizenship 
in 1955. 

Dr. Vannevar Bush is not to be contacted without 
Bureau approval per instructions to field dated 6/29/54. In 
an interview in 1954 in an applicant case, Bush asked the 
interviewing Agent whether the Agent knew all about him. Agent 
gave negative answer to which Bush reportedly Inquired, "How 
can you conduct an investigation if you don’t know all about 
me?" Bush reportedly continued* "1 am a busy man, you ought to 
know all about me before you come here to interview. me. X don’t 
have time to answer your questions. Youycan go back and tell 
your boss that." P #<-/ - /// 4' 

— NOT RECORDED' 

Bureau files reveal that Bush J^dS^befie^ily been 
cooperative with the Bureau going back to 1936. He was cooperative 
B when interviewed prior to 1954 during the investigations of 
~ Dr. Edward U. Condon and Julius Robert Oppenheimer. Bush is an atomj 
s scientist at MIT. Recommend that he be interviewed in this case. 

A A (94-41907; 121-9524) 

| RH^rpjk 

/r\ il Note continued page 2 
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Alrtel to SAC, Boston 
RE: JAMES R. NEWMAN 


(Note continued) ' / ' Vs 

* 

WFO has advised that during the investigfcion of t 

Dr. Edward U. Condon, Dr. Bush stated in 1947 that an example of * 
Condon* s poor judgment was his association with James R. Newman. ; 
Boston aware of this information. 

/ 

6/28/61 radiogram from Boston states Boston will not 
interview Dr. Bush UACB. 
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:* 


LPapes A1934» Congressman Udell, (d) Arizona, extended h is remarks to 
V A1936 include a statement by Dr • VannevarHSu sh, president of 
1 the Carnegie Institution, which appeared in the New York 

Times magazine under the title^Zg Uake Our Security 
System Secure," No references' were made to the Bureau, 
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